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Bdck’gammon: Fun doubles and fedoubles

By GERRI ANDREWS

read

“A free backgammon lesson,”
the natlee in the newnpupl‘r

plained, ’hnl 1.did come out on top ina
field of 64.

Klolan, who sells reg) estute and runs
mall order husinesses when lu- Lan’ l

1 dragged my seld
mon game out of the rln-wl uml .Imml
it off. Then T collured my husband,
Dave,

“A tree backgnmmon fesont Do you
hear that? Feeel

1 mide wmy polnt, Wo teaded from
o Bdvonin home atralght for the Play
for Competillon atore fn Wentlal,
where Mike Klokan, on helall of the
Amerlean Backgummon Club, wan glv-
neUne losson i (he game that
« in popularity in vecont yenrn,
1t was for beginners, aml we fit vight

hackgammog
v, bt still P
aol one 1o take lessonu [rom Just any-
ome, 5o 1 geilled b a bit on his eveden-
thls,

He's heen playing the game for 16
years and has wrillen an instruction
booktet for beginners, A former West-
Iand resident who now makes his home
in Canton, he teaches beginners in the
Plymouth-Canton adult education pro-
gram.

He also has taught advanced back-
pammon seminars for the PM Set
evening classes al Cranbrook Institute.

HE MENTIONED with seme pride
that in September he had won the
Black and White Tournament in Chica-
go. “That’s a kind of consolation com-
petition for those who don't make it
into bther tournaments,” Kloian ex-

‘Wise ways to winterize sl

Iey winter weather can cause
discomfort as well as possible damage
to skin — the kind of damage that is
cumulative. If skin isn't well protected
against cold weather, the resulting
roughness, dryness and other problemns
get harder and harder to hide.

‘To help skin escape winter damage,
Clinique Laboratories offers some
suggestions,

= Best way to winterize is to moistur-
ize much more [requently than you
would in milder weather. Even in the
diy cold that everyone says you don’t
fdel, your skin still feels it and loses
ntoisture all the more.

« To conserve skin's moisture against
cold winds, w your muffler around
your cheeks, right up to eyes. This pre-
vénts not only chapping, but also injury,
ta capillaries (tiny blond vessels near
\I(ln ‘s surface) that sometimes hreak in
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playlng also

that he's plunning to enler tournaments
in Tennessee and Lus Vegus In Mareh
amt June und that he's moro and more
findding himxell able (o take on the tap
players In the country il compete s
lenrn,

Au organizer of the American Back
gammon Club, whieh bun beon meeting
In e Plymouth Hilton and Hollday Tnn
and vecently moved i headguartees to
(he Play for Competition enterprlse at
30 8 Wayne in Weatland, Klolan s
cheering the renewed infevest in bis (2
varite game.

“IUn @ ame to play but diffi
cult to maater,” he gald, “The beat way
(o learn fa through |'Iuh where you
ean learo new steategles”™ Qe likes to
play backgammon with iy wife, Pam-
ela, bul akso Hkes to gel around and m-
prove his game,

“Sh ackgammon wife,” he said,
“and she puts up with a Tt - my get-
ting home late nights and going aronnd
{o tournaments.”

. KLOIAN WAS SE o Leach us about
both the dice and the doubling cube,

1 had planned to skip over the part of
the lesson on the doubling cube. Like
most peoplé, I was interested in play-
ing backammon, but didn't think the
cube was impagtant. After all, it's used
just for scoring.

The teacher set me slraight. He
noted that when he first played back-

the cold, leaving you with little red
threadmarks on your face.

» If your skin has been thoroughly
chilled, don't rush to a fireplace or
stove. Sudden changes from cold to hot
can also break capillaries. Better to
give them a little time in moderate
temperature, to adjust.

» Take faster baths. Too much soak-
ing in warm water dissolves your skin’s
protective layer of oil. helps moisture
escape all over. Also, since vigorous
scrubbing exposes a more porous skin
surface, moist scape is made even
ier. But this situation is corrected
when you finish your hath or shower
with plenty of a good maisturizing lo-
tion.

« Start running, or some other form
of vigorous exercise that works up a
sweat. Perspiration is another foroy of
skin moisture that, if we're not active,
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gammon he “dldn’t know it was excit-
ing" because ut that time he didn't
know about the cube,

“Without the doubling cube I can see
how anyone would get bored,” he suld,
“1 did, and 1 stopped pluylux for
while, Dut T got back to the game about
(he time It started getting popilar
agaln, it this thwe T lenrned about the
cub

ol put 3t this way  (ho eube b
really what 105 il about. Without (he
cube, backgammon 't backgam-
[

Tdlseovered hy the end of the ledson
that indeed the cube in "what (s afl
abwout™ for the game of backgammon,

1 couldd be winning or tosing a game
and ehange the outeomo just by offor-
Ing, aceopling or rejecting the cube.

BACKGAMMON shouldn’t be com-
pared with gamens lke checkers and
chesy, sald Klolan,

“It inks me when people think of
backgaumon {nd and relate it to
|h'Nl|ll|l‘ Tike checkers,” he said.
ackgammon Is a very powerful
ganne, Peaple can get proficient enough
o make a living playing In tourna-
ments. One day 1 plan to do that,”

Aud there's “no comparison” be-
tween his game and chess, he went on.
It aster game — faster to play
and faster (o learn,” he said. “But both
take practice and persistence,”

Hé described backgammon as “the
only socially perfect game.” “That's be-
cause it is played all aver the world
and language is no barrier,” he ex-
plained.

°
usually slows down in winter. If you do
run in winter, be sure to make a double
coating of lubricating cream a part of
your regular running costume.

« Watch out for winter sun gleaming
on snow. It can burn even more than
when you're on a summer beach. For
any kind of winter sports, put a good
sun block on your team of skin protec-
tors. And do use sunglasses in winter.
They protect eyes and delicate eye-
area from cold wind as well as sun. For
all this, there’s a Clinique rule: When-
ever you reach for sunglasses, be sure
to reach for a sun block, too.

Several good books now are avall-
able on backgammon, which makes 1t
casler to learn than when he was a be-
gintier, sald Klolan. He recommended
Paul Magriel's “Backgammon™ and
several by Darelay Cooke, "Backgam-
mon, the Cruelest Gume® Ia the Cooke
work best for begloners, he nald,

AFTEIR MY FIIEE nesadon, Ualll] ha-
vew'Lmuntored (he game, but on Feb, 3
and Mareh 3, VI got miother chwice to

plek Klotan's brain when he tenches an-
other beglnners’ closs,

I may also try some of the meetings
of the club, which ure belng held the
cond und third Wednesdays of euch
month {n the Westlund store. And then
there's the clob’s awards dinner wnl
clumplonshlp (ournament, schedaled
Feh, 28 nt ‘Topinku's Country owse,
Seven Milo and Telegraph,

And of courne T eauld go (o the ad.
vaneed  backgammon  neminar  (hat

Klotan will be teaching for the Ameri-
can Backgammon Club.

“Who knows, maybe VIl beat you,” 1
tell him.

“Nol u chunee,” he comes back, *I""
rute mysell every your, sml on u scale
of (010, T wat i B three yeurs ngo,
Todday ' 0 .99,

Sorething tells me he's Aght, 20 Pve *
veatgned mynell to reading hix coludin
and then Widing 1 before | ehullenge
Dave

Reporter Gerri Andrews and her husband Dave concentrate on a hackgammon hoard during their

lesson in Westland,
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