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Blrmmgham Brother mces wmnlng alhlenc tradition has

an unfair advantage — Rice, a private school, can draw
. student-athletes from all over the state.
In fact, many athletic directors feel all private schools

in recent years

from Oakland Co\mly athletic directors and coaches.
Most area athletic directors informally are refusing to
schedule Rice in any non-league sports programs.

‘The sore is getting big-
ger and bigger. And it's af-
fecting more and more peo-
ple. 1 think it's gotlen to the
point where you beat your
head against the wall. It
gets frustrating.’

— Bloomfield Hills AD
Norm Quinn

Recruiting or attracting?

This is another major issue in the
controversy between Birmingham
Brother Rice and other Oakland County
public schools.

Most public school athletic directors
agree that private schools aren't faced

with the same attendance boundary re- .

quirements of public schools,

Brother Rice, an athletically suc-
cessful private school, can draw stu-
dents from beyond the metropolitan
area.

Whether or not Rice “attracts™ or

have unlimited attendance boundaries, while state law re-
stricts public schools to specific attendance boundaries.

“The sore is getting bigger and bigger, said Bloomfield
Hills Athletic Director Norm Quinn. “And it's affecting more
and more people. I think it's gotten to the point where you

Is it recruiting

“recruits” student-athletes, most public
school athletic directors in the tri-coun-
ty area are informally boycotting Rice.
They are refusing to schedule the War-
riors in non-league contests as a pro-
test against current boundary rules,

“I KNOW FOR a fact that they {the
Warriors) draw from three counties,
and I think 15 different school districts
— now how fair is that?” asked Bir-
mingham Groves Athletic Director
Carl Pendracki.

“The thing is finally coming to a

beat your head against the wall. It gets frustrating.”

THE SITUATION was exposed at a Thursday luncheon
meeting of more than 50 athletic divectors from Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb counties. The meeting was at Domini-

co’s in Berkley.

Although nothing substantial was_decided, three major

concerns were discussed:

@ Should private schools operate under the same guide-
lines and boundary restrictions as public schools?
® How effective are current state rules in dealing with

athletic transfers?

or attracting?

head, and I'm glad to see it.

“It's kind of a sensitive area because
we have to work together, and yet we
see they are under a'different set of
rules,” Pendracki said.

Norm Quinn, Bloomfield Hills athlet-
ic director, echoed Pendracki's con-

cern.

“It's really an unfortunate thing,”
Quinn said. “You're looking at a pro-
gram (at Rice) that has gotten too suc-
cessful.”

Southfield-Lathrup Athletic Director
Darrell Harper said his “coaches are

private schools?

rother Rice controversy sizzles

In the minds of area coaches there’s no doubt the Warri-
ors are an athletic powerhouse which attract more than
their share of publicity. But coaches claim this is a result of

© Should the Michigan High School Athletic Association
{MHSAA) institute a separate state playoff for public and

Vern Norris, MHSAA's executive director, also attended |

the meeting to listen to concerns of area athletic directors.

“‘We have a responsibility (to the athletes) to provide equal

competition for them,” said one coach at the meeting. “We

upset about it. Obviously they (private
schools) are getting the top-flight kids.

“It's the whole setup — they can
draw from anywhere and we're stuck
with what we have. That isn't fair.

“And, technically, they aren't break-
ing any rules — but it leaves a bad
taste with principals, ADs and coaches.

“You always hear stories,” Harper
added. “But I've never had any proof of
recruiting.”

Pendracki had a different experi-
ence.

(Continned on Page 3}

feel it has come to a point where, in our situation, we can't
provide equal competition against other schools who obtain
athletes from all over.”

(Continued on Page 3
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Harrison's Janine Glaus competes on the balance beam against
Farmington High.

Hawks shock RU, 58-55

‘Push came to shove’

Soph gymnast
leads Falcons
past Harrison

Sophomore Jo Smith is making a
name for herself as a member of
Farmington High School's girls’ gym-
nasties team.

Last Monday, Smith won all four
events to pace her team’s 72.2-68.9 vic-
tory over city-rival Farmington Harri-
son. She won vaulting (7.60), uneven

* parallel bars (7.1), balance beam (6.6)

and floor exercise (7.4).

“Tonight wasn't one of her better
nights, but she’s been doing an excel-
lent job all season,” said Marta Schar-
renberg, Farmington’s first-year gym-
nastics coach.

“She’s a very hard worker. We have
so many beginning gymnasts on the
team, and Jo is certainly an inspiration
to them.”

Harrson's best competitors are Jan-
ine Glaus and Kris Birsa. Glaus placed
second in vaulting (7.20) and third on
bars (5.55), and Birsa took second on
bars (5.40) and floor (7.4), and had a
third on beam (5.85).

Farmington’s Tina Bona earned a
second on beam (6.15) and a third on
vaulting (6.9), and teammate Pat Berd-
ish finished third in floor (6.3).

The victroy put Farmington at 3-2
this season, and Harrisen fell to 1-3.

in another recent meet, Kathy Tem-
ple won four events to help North
Farmington down East Lansing, 97.3-
89.4. North is 4-0 this season.

Temple posted an 8,55 in vaulting, an
8.9 on bars, an 8.45 on beam and an 8.7
in floor exercise, North’s Dona Kebrdle
placed second in floor (8.3) and third on

bars (7.6), and teammates Alyene Wolf
and Kim Edwards tied for second in
vaulting (8.35).

East Lansing’s top gymnast was
Jackie Dickenson, who placed second
on bars (8.2).

Farmington hosts Grosse Pointe
North at 7 p.m. on Thursday. On the
following Monday, Feb. 2, North Farm-
ington hosts Farmington, and Harrison
travels to Walled Lake Central. All
meets begin at 7 p.m.

WRESTLING

Farmington High raised itsdual- meet
wrestling record to 72 Tuesday b
beating North Farmington (34-28) and
Farmington Harrisen (47-25) in the an-
nual city meet on North’s mats.

Kevin Dearth, Farmington's 98 poun-
der, won two matches, beating Harri-
son’s Greg McCoy, 20-1; and pinning
North Todd Brown in 2:35. At 112
pounds, Farmingten’s Dave Denny
pinned Harrison’s Steve Timminos in
3:00 and then decisioned North's Keith
Kilmer, 15-4.
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Jo Smith helped Farmington beat Harrison by winning all four

events. (Staff photos by Randy Borst)
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By TOM BAER

Farmington Harrison tuned up for its
Western Six League basketball showdown
with Northville' Friday by surprising a
strong Redford Union club, 58-55, last Tues-
day.

Todd Hillis scored 16 points for RU, and
Jerry Burk added 14. The game was knotted
at 24 at halftime, and RU took a slim (39-
36) lead after three quarters. The loss was
RU's fourth in eight starts this season.

Northville, which didn’t play last Tues-
day, comes to Harrison on Friday, and first

FARMINGTON 52
CHURCHILL 51

Farmington High survived a 17-6 third-
quarter beating last Tuesday and overcame
Livonia Churchill, 52-51, in another non-
league contest. The win put coach Rich
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