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It has been said so often few notice
it anymore.

But when John Block, Secretary of
Agriculture, said recently that there
were many “cheaters and frauds” re-

tle were again being drawn around an
ibsue that has no center.
i No one can deny the practice of
cheating in recelving food stamps, but
reducing that percentage will only be
successfully accomplished by
suispending the whole program. Sue-
cess in that effort can only be mea-
sured in units of ruthless statistics
and heartless expedience.

The true mark of success in our na-
tienal practice of public assistance in

celving food stamps, the lines for bat- *

extent of coverage provided.

‘The more serious issue for the Sec-
retary of Agriculture is the growing
number of people wio need assist-
ance. Substituting bredd for guns and
milk for bombs is very difficult in a
time when war rhetoric is growing
more boisterous every day.

THE FOOD STAMP program was
begun as a pilot project in 1961 and
has been our answer to domestic pov-
erty-related malnutrition since then.
The authority for the current food
stamp program ends in September of
this year.

Congress will have to write new
legislation and settle a $1 billion defi-
cit in the current program. It will not

Heavy criticism will be leveled
against the “cheaters and frauds” in
the current program. Statistics will
be marshalled in impressive form to
illustrate the disregard of many for
the basie trust we need to live in com-
munity.

Large households with more than
the maximum allowable income; col-
lege students from wealthy homes;
single-parent families - buying dog
food, et al., will be cited as examples
of basie corruption.

For many, justice will be the
succesful exposure of all those who
have violated the conditions of public
assistance in times of personal need.

And whatever binds our country to-

Let-them-eat-cake mentality unjust

for the more vigorously we seek out
the cheaters and frauds the more we

begin to doubt all who recelve it. The

d Buss

final scene of that scenario will be a
type of justice that destroys life in-
stead of preserving it.

FOR OTHERS, justice will be the
serving of those who have become
victims of economic forces beyond
their control: those who have been un-
able to stretch their incomes from
one inflationary percentage point to
the next. It is unjust and unfair to as-
sume that an increase in the unem-
ployment rate created an additional
million lazy people, just as it is incor-
rect to assume that the reduction of
the unemployed represents the sud-

Rev. Lloy
workers,

And an increasing number of older
people living on fixed incomes will
need relief from an economic system
that is slowly strippihg them of their
independence.

‘TO SATISFY both concepts of jus-
tice we will need a legal definition of
eligibility that is equal to the moral
definition of the needy.

We will need to be inclusive in our
sharing so that human dignity is not
destroyed. We will need to be more
sensitive to the delicate balance be-
tween need and greed and recognize

ty. We will need to be creative in
changing our economy so that pover-
ty will be actually reduced, not mere-
ly reported in a new manner.

The food stamp program has pro-
vided nutritional assistance to needy
people, and it needs to be continued.
It deserves more attention than worn
cliches.

By March 15, the first budget rec-
ommendation will be made in the
House and Senate Agriculture and
Appropriations Committees and by
Sept. 15 the budget will be deter-

be an easy task.

times of personal need should be the

gether will be increasingly suspect,  den turning of loafers into industrious

mined for the fiscal year beginning

the capacity for greed in all humani-  Qct. 1, 1981.
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Charismatic Rally - 6:30 PM
Wednesday - Prayer & Praise & Lighthouse Youth Service 7:.30 PM
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A Charismatic Chusch where people of many denominations worship together
Thomas E. Trask, Pastor
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NORTH CONGREGATIONAL® CHURCH
26275 Northwestern Highway fear Lahser
Southfield Mich. Phone 356-1660
United for the worship of God
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Christian Church
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FARMINGTON HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH

28301 Middlebelt Road » "4 Mile N. of 12 Mile
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Pastor
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GLORIA DE
LUTHERAN CHURCH

WARD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LIVONIA
Farmington and Six Mile Roads 422-1150
HOLY COMMUNION
Worship & Sunday School: 8:30. 10:00 and 11:30 AM

“THE EMPTY HOUSE”
Dr. Bartlett L. Hess

7:00 PM
“HOW GOD GETS HIS WORK DONE”
Rev. L. Edward Davis
Ordination & Installation of Elders and Deacons
WEDNESDAY: School of Christian Education
Family Dinner: 6 PM — Classes & Choir: 7 PM

Sunday Service Broadcast 8:30 AM

Nursery at All Services

Janet Ritter 422-1150

Christian Science Churches
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
BIRMINGHAM
191 Chester at Willits

SUNDAY SERVICES ......
SUNDAY SCHQOL
WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING .

READING ROOM - 355 East Map -

WMUZ-FM 103.5

Mon., Tues. 9:30-5:30 and 7-9; Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30; Thu., B 9309
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
FRANKLIN-MEADOWLAKE

Maple at inkster

SUNDAY SERVICES
SUNDAY SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING ....

. READING ROOM - 4361 Orchard Lake Rd. - 851.7740
- Monday-Saturday: 10-5 » Friday: 7-9

All are walcome at the above church services and Reading Rooms.
c vided Sunday and

LESSON-SERMON SUBJECTS FOR FEBRUARY
Feb. 1-Love
8 - Spirit
15 - Soul

22 - Mind

CHURCH PHONE 477-2525
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