. Regional low in building starts ov sudge:

Building construction in the metro-
politan area nosedived to at least a 12-
yeqr low in the first six months of 1980,
according to the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments (SEMCOG).

SEMCOG reported that the number
of building permits issued in the seven-
cogaty region during the first six
months of 1980 was the lowest since
thé regional planning agency began
collecting such statistics in 1968,

According to SEMCOG, the 3,900
permits issued for single-family and
multi-family dwellings between Janu-
ary and July last year reflects a 66 per-
ceft decline from the 11,400 permits is-
sued for the same period in 1979.

About 3,200 demolition permits were
isspied during 1980’s first half. That

was a 26 percent increase over the
2,600 residential buildings torn down in
the first six months of 1979.

In Detroit, 2,400 demolition permits
were issued, a 23 percent increase
from 1979's first half.

The permits minus the demolitions

#left a net 646 residential units added to
the bousing stock in 1980's first half,
according to SEMCOG. A year earlier,
the net addition was 8,830 units.

“THE GOOD news is they (building
permits) can only go up,” said Edward
Hustoles, SEMCOG’s director of plan-
ning. .

The last six months of the year will
show no significant rebound, according
to Hustoles. Incomplete records cover-
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ing six counties through last November
show 6,000 residential permits were is-
sued, far fewer than the 10,000'permits
issued in the second halves of prior
years. .

The regional building decline during
the first balf of 1980 ranged from 76
percent in Monroe County to 30 percent
in Washtenaw, when compared with
the same period for 1979.

Oakland County showed a 655 per-
cent decline; Wayne, 67 percent and
Macomb, 73 percent. M

High unemployment and high mort-
gage interest rates stifled the new
housing market in most areas of the re-
gion, according to SEMCOG. The Fed-
eral Home Administratiion (FHA)
home mortgage interest rate peaked at
16.05 percent last March.

includes cuts

A 1980-81 operating budget of nearly
$31 million was recently approved by
the Oakland University Board of Trus-
tees. N

The plan for the fiscal year ending
June 30 anticipates new revenues will
fall some $600,000 short of spending,
but the university carried over a sur-
plus from the 1979-80 fiscal year to
balance the new budget.

‘The new budget, approved Jan. 21,
estimates an enrollment of 9,700 fiscal
year equated students, provides for 20
new faculty positions and the April
opening of O'Dowd Hall, a new $8.5

Ma Bell seeks
new billing
methods for
businesses

FEXCITING CEILINGS « WALLS

BY JOSEPH

TEXTURES - DESIGNS

«DRY WALL HANGING
« EMBOSSED TEXTURES

- +SIMULATED ACOUSTIC (SPRAY)

* SIMULATED WALLPAPER
» SWIRLING « SPANISH
« SIMULATED TREE BARK

(NICE FOR KITCHEN CEILINGS)
COLOR CHOICE: SPRAY OR HAND TEXTURES

COLORED FLECK

.. Pearl & Chipped Glass, too!
i Samples Shown Ll 3
. 34

Michigan Bell Telephone Co. is seek-
ing state Public Service Commission
(PSC) approval of a new charging
method for local business calls.

Bell has proposed a charge of 6.8
cents for calls that last less than five
minutes, with an added charge of 1.2
cents for each additional minute. Local
business calls are now 7.3 cents each,
regardless of length.

‘The new charging plan, which would
not effect residence customers, was
filed with the PSC last month. A com-
mission spokesman said public hear-
ings may be held in April.

Bell said the new charging method
would not increase the company's total
revenues. BeJl was granted an infla-
:ion-based rate increase of 8 percent
ast fall and is expected to seek another
mncrease of at least 7.5 percent this
vear, the PSC spokesman said.

The PSC has granted Bell three infla-
Jon-based “rate reopeners,” with an
aption to seek a fourth. This year's in-

tojust 2 shirts.

Repeat of Our
Once-A-Year Special
Custom Shirt Offer

Now through Feb. 28, we lower our minimum order

Here's a great opportunity to ge
ed with our fine product. Select from over
tinct fabrics, most of them rarely found in ready-
rmade shirts. Custem fitted and styled to your profer-
ence at a surprisingly reasonable prico.

executive custom
shirtmakers inc.

642-0460

crease would be the second of the
‘hree.

Most of its business customers would
senefit from the new charging method,

‘million cl. /office building.

The budget includes reductions of
$1.9 million from the previous year,
plus a $316,000 surplus as a reserve for

according to a Bell which
says 85 percent of all local business
calls last less than five minutes. The
average local business call lasts about
three minutes, according to Bell.

‘The company estimates 70 percent
of the businesses affected by the new
method would save money, 10 percent
would break even, and 20 percent
would pay more.

The Bell plan also includes a 50 per-
cent discount for local business calls
made anytime on a Saturday, before 5
p-m. Sundays and after 11 p.m. daily.

SHOULD THE PSC approve Bell's
new charging method, the company,
within a month, would begin timing lo-
cal calls made by some 190,000 Detroiit
metropolitan area businesses, including;
those in Birmingham, Farmington,
Livonia, Plymouth, Rochester, South-
field, Troy and other suburbs.

any state cuts.

OU's state aid for the current fiscal
year is an estimated $18.8 million,
down nearly $600,00¢ from the previ-
ous year.

Last year, the university banned out-
state travel, began a freeze on filling
vacant jobs and cut supplies and ser-
vices in anticipation of budget cuts.

The OU board also increased winter
tuition.

The university also delayed opening
0'Dowd Hall until the spring semester
to save on utility and other mainte-
nance costs.

Delightful and unusual Gift Idea
from Wiggs China Shop...

" The 1981
Valentine’s

- Day
Silver Bell
Newest ballmarked edition

in a unique
collectors' series

!RIE]EID)@ BARTON

Hearts and flowers and an endear:
ing litte hummingbird . - perfect
matifs of the “Jovers festival” on
February 14th. This heautifully

sculprured musical bell — the
fiest in the all-new 1981 “Special
Occwsion” colledtibles — inthe
perfect gift to express your
affection on Vatentine's Day
Other editions i Reed &
Barton's charming series -
clude St. Patrick's Day. Easterand
Mother’s Day bells, each designed s a tioal of specaal
significance. In rich silverplate: giftbosed $12.95 each
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+ PHONE ORDERS: 645-5390
+SPECIAL ORDERS ¢
* MAIL ORDERS

+UPS SERVICE

+VISA CARD, MASTER CARD.
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focal point of your decor. Your

come in today for these savings.
Sale ends 3/7/81.
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Wiggs Versatile Values

* SOFA AND 2 CHAIRS
*SOFA AND LOVESEAT

Your Choice #1069

Fine traditional styles become the

choice of 33 lovely designer prints to
grace the Sofas and Loveseats...rich
antique velvet in four luscious colors
(brown, martini, rust and brown) for
the Chairs. Measure your room and

Whatever your upholstery needs...we have the
1l answer in our beautiful Bloomfie!d Collection at great
Winter Sale prices! The variety is excellent...choose
from 12 diiferent Sofa and Loveseat styles and the
handsome Lounge Chair shown. at ane wonderful

$1069 combination price!

Suit your own Style . . .

ACARD, MASTERCARD, WIGGS PLAN2S
PEN MONDAY, THURSDAY ANDFRIDAY
ENINGS TILGP M :

Choose your
Wall Units
from such
famous
manufacturers
as...
Henredon
Thomasville
Ethan Allen
Hickory, etc.

available: .
Henredon
Pan Asian

Walil Units
© 15% OFF!
(not shown)

Wall Units... put your walls to WOF and

s TELEGRAPFH

. 15%...20%!

We have an exciting collection of custom Wall Systems to
dramatically expand your rooms. Flexible anc
functional...you can mix and match. shorten of lengthen
Ihe group and choose from a wonderful assortment of
unds with sheives, doors and drawers. The varety is
excellent! Choose oak. pecan, maple. or cherry (many
with brass or burl accents for just the nght touch; . We're
showing just three trom our gallenes... all VWinter Sate
Priced untit 3/7/81!

A. Henredon's Elegant “Scene One” Custom Wait Units
utilize glass. mirror, brass and burl in new and different
ways for your Stereo. TV, Bar and treasured Callectibtes
Versalile: adapls to mside or oulside corners!

6 Pieces as shown, Sate $7.040.

8. Thomasville's Tragitiona! styling offers bodkcases
drawers and drop-fid unit for desk o bar.. beautdully
styled to turn a plain wallinfo a showcase

3 Pieces as shown, Sale $1088”"

C. Thomasville's "English Library” with ait the functional
ingenuity of 20th century crafismanship. Insice corner
permits L-shaped configuration . acapts easiy for short
walls. Bring a touch of 18th century England nto your
home with these units

6 Pieces as shown, Sale $3714

QPENMON., THURS & FRI
“TIL9P.M. USE YOUR VISA,
MASTER CARD, WIGGS PLAN 25

BLOOMFIELD HILLS ® 117350




