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‘Jacques Brel’ staged superbly at dinner theater

By RS. LEIDER.

“We're on a carousel, a crazy
carousel,” sings a quartet at the end of
the evening. It starts with them asking
us to join them on a marathon. We do.
The evening grows richer. The ponies
slide up, and our hearts beat with joy;
the ponies lower, the ride slows and we
inspect ourselves.

‘Then at the very end we are pleased
with the wit and dazzle, heartbreak and
unusual variety of the Theatre of the
Arts staging of “Jacques Brel I5 Alive
and Well and Living In Paris.”

1t's about time “Brel” was back and
it couldn’t be in more capable and cre-
ative hands.

This musical compilation of music,
iyries’ and commentary of the late
Frenchman plays every Friday and
Saturday evening at the Machus res-
taurant, Mr. Mac's Stable, in Dear-
born’s Parkland Towers. The show runs
through the first weekend in March.

There is not a single emotion Brel
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doesn't touch. But he just doesn't hand
it to you. He makes you think. He
doesn't always make it easy, but he al-
ways lets you enjoy. Brel's work is po-
etry, and poetry does not hold the same
meaning for all people.

‘THIS IS not to say that the evening is
confusing. It is hardly a maze. Though
it is hardly “Tomorrow,” orphans and a
cute dog, it is intelligent and rather
beautiful.

Music director and pianist Rebecca
Wheeler has blended the performers’
voices, her combo and her wonderful
work at the piano with skill and delica-
cy. The sound is a fifth performer in
itself, always there, never obtrusive.
Ms. Wheeler presents ail the musical

elements of Brel with exacting perfec-
tion.

‘The direction and staging by Michael
J. Klier is simply brilliant. Klier has
made use of every plane of the per-
formers' bodies down to the raising of
an eyebrow and the twitch of a finger.

His work is creative and most impor-
tantly does not fight the music. Where
Brel is mysterious, the actors move
like sleek cats. When Brel is outra-
geous, the performers escape from
caution with swirling movements or a
clever drunk routine.

Klier, who also produced the show,
asks in his program note that we allow
ourselves to be touched simply and
‘henestly. His staging permits us to.

WHAT CONTINUES to be a strong
point for Theatre of the Arts is that the
group continues to attract stunning
new talent. This is the first TAP Ltd.
(as the group is now calling its dinner
theater division) show for each of the

four performers, who are very differ-
ent yet very compatible’ with each
other.

There are no leads in this show. All
performers give to the audience and
take from each other equally. No one
tries to steal away the show, though
any one of them, by right of talent,
coyld. There ave no weak links.

Rosalind Hurwitz has a beautiful
soprano voice. Her look and manner
are mlngumg She is not commercial,
nor is she distant. Her'interpretation of
“Marieke” is warm and loving, while
she shakes us with the maddening and
frustrating “Sons Of.” Her range is as
bountiful as Brel's.

With a brigtit look and adoring man-
ner, Katherine Dallas blows the audi-
ence away with “Brussels.” She is at
once captivating and cute. She draws
you in with the energy one comes to the
theater to see. Ms. Dallas is always on,
always aware and very good.

A third delight of the evening is Mike
Wantuck. He uses his youthful appear-

‘Beatlemania’ captures memories

By NICK CHARLES

Four men, all in their middle 20s, do
a great job of leading the audience ona
two-hour ;numey into the past in
“Beatlemania.”

This is the second time the popular
show, which opened Feb. 4, has been in
the Detroit area. It was presented last
summer at Pine Knob Music Theatre in
Clarkston.

“Beatlemania” is four men who look
and sound like the Beatles, leading the
audience chronologically through a se-
lection of the Beatles’ musie as films
and slides of the times make you feel
like you are reliving the period.

The show opens with a large thin
screen flashing films of America’s his-
tory. The band opens with one of the

Beatles’ first hits, “I Wanna Hold Your .

Hand"

As the evening rolls on, the group
grows older and style changes occur in
both hair and costume.

THE “FAB FOUR,” who made their
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big splash from Liverpool to the states,
were gaimn%recﬂgmuon with the hits
“She Loves You,” “Help!" “If I Fell”
and “Can’t Buy Me Love.”

TV and screen personalities, such as
Tony Dow, Marilyn Monroe, Billy
Graham, the Munsters.and “Star Trek”
stars, flash on the screen while the
group changes from dark suits and
short hair to white suits and top hats.
As they lead into “Day Tripper,” An-
thony Abruzzo, who plays Paul McCart-
ney, instructs the audience to clap
along.

Abruzzo brings his acoustic guitar
down to the front of the stage to sing
“Yesterday™ and the other three join

with long hair, the group works into a
psychedelic medley with “A Day in the
Life,” “Strawberry Fields" and “Penny
Lane,” music written for drug-using
youths.

A creative assortment of films, pho-
tos, comies and child-like crayon draw-
ings enhance the, colorful and crazy
swirls of light.

Songs like “Magical Mystery Tour™
and “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds™
sum up the period.

After a short intermission, we find
the Beatles in the studio, complete with
pmducer. horns and strings, to record

“Lady Madonna.” Tarot cards and ob-
scure artwork flashes across the screen
as the band performs “Got to Get You
into My Life,” “Michelle” and “Get
Back” for the scene known as “Drop-
ping Out.” -

Film clips of the Who, Janis Joplin,
Jimi Hendrix and the Jefferson Air-

him, in T-shirts and for
“Eleanor Rigby."
AFTER A QUICK change, complete

plane at keep the audience
amused as "Heaﬂemama changes. In
minutes the group is back with “Come

Together” from the Beatles’ “Abbey
Road" album.

LOU COLUCCI, who played the part
of Ringo Starr, sang “With a Little
Help from My Friends.” Michael
Palaikis, as the late John Lennon, sings
“All You Need Is Love” from the piano,
as a now-bearded Jimmy Poe as
George Harrison agrompanies him on
guitar.

“Revolution,” “Helter Skelter” and
“Hey Jude” were in the spotlight for
the sad period in time when the war
raged on in Vietnam and Martin Luther
King Jr. and Robert Kennedy were as-
sassinated.

The last scene finds the Beatles be-
coming more individualistic and ready
to split up. The now-bearded Abruzzo
leads the others in “I Am the Walrus,”
“The Long and Winding Road” and
“Let 1t Be.”

The news headlines on the moving
sign above them says, “The Beatles
BreakUp .. "

Conductor concludes 2 weeks with symphony

Maestro Jerzy Semkow will conclude
two weeks of guest conducting with the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra in three
congeru at Ford Auditorium, Feb. 13-
15.

The Fndzy NBD Coffee Concert at
10:45 a.m. is preceded by a complimen-
tary coffee hour at 9:30 a.m.

The Saturday concert is at 8:30 p.m.
and the Sunday Kresge Family Concert
is at 3:30 p.m.

Pianist Paul Badura-Skoda will be
the featured soloist. These concerts
mark this Austrian pianist’s first ap-

pearance with the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra in almost three decades.

The program will include two works*

by Mozart, the Symphony No. 34 and
Piano Concerto No. 23, and Tchaikov-
sky's “Francesca da Rimini,” Opus 32.
A native of Poland, Semkow studied
piano and conducting at Krakow Con-
servatory and was assistant conductor
under Yevgeny Mravinsky in Lenin-
grad. He continued his conducting stud-
ies with Tullio Serafin in Rome and
Bruno Walter in Vienna. At the same
time he was permanent conductor and
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$ 800

16th. Anniversary

" DINNER: SPECIAL -
FOOD AT ITS BEST

CHOICE: Alaskan King Crab
Legs. Lobster Tails, N.Y. Strip
Steak,
Prime Ribs of Seel,
Lamb Chops, Sea Food Platter:
Includes: Soup, Salad, ldaho
Potato, Bread & Bulter.

artistic director of the National Opera
in Warsaw. B

In 1966 he was named permanent
conductor of the Royal Danish Orches-
tra in Copenhagen. In 1975, he took the
position of music director and principal
conductor of the St. Louis Symphany
Orchestra. He frequently appears as
guest conductor with orchestras in Eu-
rope and the United States.

Badura-Skoda graduated from the
Vienna Conservatory in 1948. He at-
tended master classes with Swiss pia-
nist Edwin Fischer in Lucerne and lat-

er became his assistant. He first
appeared with the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra in 1952. With his wife, Eva
Badura-Skoda, he has edited several of
the Mozart concertos for the “New Mo-
zart Edition” and written the standard
study of Mozartean performance prac~
tice, “Interpreting Mozart on the Key-
board."

Tickets for these performances may
be purchased through the Ford Audito-
rium box office. Charge card custom-
ers may order by phone, 962-5524.

ance and strong voice to his advantage.
In “Bachelor’s Dance” he is young and
capricious. Conversely, he brings a spe-
cial maturity to a difficult love song
like “Fanetie” And when he plays
drunk in “Middle Class” his grape mus-

tache from drinking out of a carafe
makes him all the more delightful. He
is a very talented young man.

" RON CARTER provides us with
Reel's more strong and biting songs. He
sings deliberately of past loves and
comically of his own “Funeral Tango.”

His strongest moment is in “Amster-
dam” where he takes off his elegant cu-
taway, opens his shirt and in SONE re-
Iates the rotting life of a sailor.

Carter becomes all the elements of
the distastful environment he is de-
scribing while we cling to him for eve-
ry last detail.

The dinner and service at this
Machus restaurant remain superior in
dinner theater circles. The delicious
and varied appetizers and entrées and,
of course, the famous Machus pastries
make the first half of the evening a din-
ing pleasure.

The technical aspect of this produc-
tion is so subtle, yet so right and vital it
could easily go unnoticed except for the
carnivalesque light show in the pumber
“Carousel” which draws us into the last
moments of Brel's marathon of love,
frustration, youth, death and loneliness.
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Wednesday thru Sunday
Our Famous Buffet

d&m T 0843 PLYMOUTHRD.
A . :;:If;,oEG.;F MERRIMAN
Tunell” ™ ras
DINING & DANCING

LENNY SCHICK

served Wednesday & Thursday
5:00- SDOPM ...... AIlYuu Can Eat ‘4“

WING YEE'S

CANTONESE AND AMERICAN CUISINE
«CARRY OUT SERVICE )

«BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE

+COCKTAILS » FAMILY DINNERS

P Try Our
COMBINATION LUNCHEON

. SPECIAL
Monday-Saturday, 11 a.m. -4 p.m.

Open 7 Days
M-TH 11-11
F-SAT. 11-12

SUN.12-1¢

37097 6 MILE RD., LIVONIA
NEWBURGH PLAZA
591-1901

MO3T MAJOR
cREOT

Corsis Banquer Halls

estaurant
Completely remodeled

and Family

We cater to all occasions
Weddings, Sports Banquers
'serung your favorite beer, wine & cockrails

Seating 350 people

27910 W. " MILE
LIVONIA
Berween Middiebelt & Inksier
Phone 531-4960
After 11 A.M.

-/

Fiet Mignon Steak, !
Broitog

Under New Management

Village PunE;Np

ALLNEW ENTER‘I’AINM

[ SERVED FROM 4 P.M.

KING SIZE COCKTAILS

Johnny K's

§ PRIME RIB OR N.Y. STEAK

Sandy Ratey
st the pisno.
Wed.-Sat. evenings
dvect trom the Hiton singng and piayng
your tavanies from pop 0322
Sherrie’s Jubilee Attitude
‘Adjustment Hour
4:30-6:30 P.M..
Discount Prices
32350 W. 8 Mile Rd.
*7 Mile West of Merriman Rd.

Thinking of a Party?
Ideat accommodations up to 200 guests.

Cali Beverly Feuer for reservations.
WE GOT IT ALL..IT'S ALL RIGHT HERE!

3695

have to cook It}
PROMPT CARRY OUT
13 MINUTE
PICK-UP SERVICE

20210W.8 mu.smm.msu-noo
1 Blk. W. of Evergrean) 353-5170
4 PM-2 AM MONDAY-SATURDAY . . Telagraph
9361 COOLEY LAKE RD. +UNION LAKE 383-1 538 crs at g Mile
u SUN., TUES., WED.: 4 P.M. to MIDNIGHT " 4 Southfield
E UHS T.4P.M.t02AM.

You'llLOVE
EVERYTHING
ON THE MENU!

: 18 OZ STEAK SERVED WITH
SALAD, POTATO OR SPAGHETTI

Whether you dine in o carry-out, you'i love Mama Mia's
tasty Utallan and American food ... especially since you don't

BANQUET
FACILITIES

e Wi,

DENNIS ROME & CO.

OPENMON. - FRI. 11AM.-2am.

32826 W. Five Mile Rd.

DINNER FOR TWO
$‘350

Join us for a

Valentine Party
Saturday
wFeb. 14

NOW APPEARING

TUESDAY THROUGH SAT.

SATURDAY 5P.M.-2AM.

(Easl of Farmington Rd.)

25-

ot Mountain Jacks

Dancing

Farmington Hills
New to the
Detroit Area

TKO

8 PM Monday - Saturday

Join us for + Popular « Disco « Country

« Cocktail Specials « Appetizers
« New Happy Hour « Ladies Night
Starts at 4 P.M. Thursday
L]
Mountain Jacks

MOUNTAIN

24275 Sinacola Ct.
Farmington Hills 476-5333

PRIME RIB
DOVER SOLE

PORTERHOUSE

STEAK
Are our Specialties...
: But that’s not all.
We've a dinner menu just brimming with good
things to eat. Forty entree’s available to
choose from. Distinctive dining, charming,
warm atmosphere with copper-hooded fire-
place.

LIVE ENVERTAINMENT
From 5 PM 'til 2 AM

CHEF’S SPECIAL"
11 0z N.Y. STEAK.... ... 6%
BROILED Fla. RED SNAPPER...6%®

Complels Dinner Includes
Soup, Salad and Potato or Vegatable
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