Cultural struggle

Club plays important role for Hlspamcs z

Suburban Hispanics try to keep
their language and culture alive

lhrdugh a 30-year-old club which
meets regularly at Oakland Com-

Sales of existing houses in Janu-
ary were down 38 percent from a
year ago, according to the Western
Wayne Qakland County Board of
Realtors(WWOCBR).  ~

The state’s largest board showed
January statistics of 604 residential

Last month’s sales were 47 percent
. lower than January 1979.

sales, compared to 972 last year. -

County house sales
still on the skids

tion that now is raising home opera-
ting costs and eroding their buying
power.”

Shimmin said high mortgage
rates continue to scare many would-
be buyers. The rates may decline to
about 13 percent later in the year,
he said. .

The board's January statistics

show a vast majority of houses .

“Most potential buyers don't have
enough confidence in the economy
to enter the market,” said Robert D.
Shimmin, WWOCBR president.

“Before committing to a long-
term investment, buyers await
greater assurance of steady employ-

being sold through other than con-
ventional financing. Nearly 43 per-
cent of sales were through land con-
tracts while another 30 percent re-
lied on mortgage assumptions. A
year ago, each of these financing
methods were used in about 20 per-

munity College’s Orchard Ridge
Campus in Farmington Hills.

‘The next meeting of Los Buenos
Vecinos the Spanish Good
Neighbor Club — is at 7 p.m. Feb.
19 in Building J, Room 306; it will
be conducted in Spanish.

“We present it ‘all in Spanish,”
said Rudy Vaquera, the club’s vice
president. “We don't care to talk
too much English, unless the
speaker gets into a jam.”

THE CULTURAL club was
founded 30 years ago to promote
Spanish culture, language and ar{s
in southeastern Michigan. The

group’s 150 members, according to
Vaquera, are American-born
Hispanics who “moved out to the
suburbs and left their Spanish be-
hind. They're a little bit more of
the middle class and up,” he added.

Many, like Vaquera,~an equip-
ment supervisor for an Oak Park
construction company, grew up in
the Corktown/Tiger Stadium area
of southwest Detroit, where the
bulk ‘of the poorer Spanish-speak-
ing population still lives.

Club members, says Vaquera,
“get together and make use of our
Spanish language. They don't use it
unless they get in the group some-
place.”

~The club was formerly based in
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the Gabriel Richard area of Detroit
and in Dearborn. A section of the
club now imeets in Grosse Pointe,
for the east-siders, Vaquera said.

CHARLES BRAUN, head of the
foreign language department at
Orchard Ridge, estimates that “at
least 100,000 people of Spanish-
speaking descent live in the metro-
politan area, the vast majority in
Wayne County. Pontiac has the
largest Hispanic population in
‘Oakland County.

Braun says many of the Los Bue-
nos Vecinos members are Anglos
“married to Latinos and vice ver-
sa.” He often takes Spanish lan-
guage classes to the club’s meet-

ings, where students can “meét
someone else who knows five word&
more.”

Music, dancing and other cultur-
al presentations are sponsored by
the group. At next week’s meehng,
Vaquera will demonstrate tortilla
making. He learned the skill * way
back in the days when I helped my
mother grinding corn with a stone.”

The group’s membership fees aré
$6 per family, which doesn’t in
clude occasionally sponsored trips.
The meetings are held every third
‘Thursday of the month on the Ore-
hard Ridge campus.

For membership information,
call Charles Braun at OCC, 476:
9400 ext. 447. ‘

ment and a decreased rate of infla-  cent of sales.
‘
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\ A This Valentine’s Day,
remember your loved one
with an everlasting gift P2
of fine jewelry from s
the craftspeople at 4

P. R. HAIG

436 Main St.
Rochester
652-3660

WINTER SALE

SAVE UP TO 50%

onRattan Furnishings and Accessories
during our Annual Winter Sale

Our completeline of
Brown-Jordan, Ficks Reed and Clark
rattan at tremendous savings

CASUAL, CONTENPORARY ANDPATIO FURNISHCS
blk: it of F.
Monday. Thursday. F::i: 10-8. Daily 10-5

v N
\. - 33021 Grand River

orE
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Haster Charge and Visa accepted or use our fimance program

INVESTMENTS
‘GOLD & SILVER

Dealers - of all Major Bullion Coins

«Krugerrands +Quality U.S. Gold Coins
+Maple Leats +1-100 oz. .999 Bars
»Mexican 50 Pesos  +U.S. %0% Silver Bags

DAILY QUOTES CALL (313) 646-5940
KOPRINCE PRESTIGE COl
Downtown Birmingham - 251 Merrill Street - 2nd Floor

INS

« Recreational

GYMNASTICS

STEVE WHITLOCK'S
SCHOOL OF GYMNASTICS
« Pre-school « Girls « Boys

Programs Available

335-6770
796 INDUSTRIAL COURT
BLOOMFIELD HILLS

Jewelry
Appraisals

By Appointment ... done while
you wait. Photos included.

& Competitive

@Fred 1CK 6838 o Lo 1t Reat
Jewelers o tewen
. §46.0973
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on Valentine’s Day, February 14th.

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Caolidge, Troy ® Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn

A heantwarming thought..our asymmetrical heart
necklace, fashioned from rose quartz nuggets.
By Carol for Eva Graham; *40. In the Semi
Precious Boutique, Fashion Jewelry Collections—
where we are all the things you are...

The sparkle of diamonds..the gleam of 14K white gold.
For her, earrings dazzling in intensity, dramatic in depth.
Jacmel’s 20 pt. tw, *130. 30 pt. t.w., *190. 50 pt. tw., *350.
In 14K Gold Boutique, Fashion Jewelry Collections—
where we are all the things you are..on

Valentine’s Day, February 1dth.

Photograph enlarged to show defal,

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy * Fairlane Town Center Dearborn

A VERY SPECIAL VALUE .
FOR YOUR VALENTINE.

5 millimeter cultured pear! studs on 14kt
_gold posts for pierced ears. A current classic
as basic to her wardrobe as the blazer. Gift-
wrapped in our elegant silver box. $25.
. (Enlarged to show detail.)

C HAles W, WARREN '

SEWELERS SINCE 1902
OMEASET MALL, TROY, 649 411
HORTHLAND EASTLAND - WESTLAND - 81300
- LAKESIDE—FAIRLANE = TWELVE OAKS—OAKLAND.
For convenience, use your Charles W. Warren'charge.
We welcome American Express, Visa and Master Card.

'
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ANSWERS to
QUESTIONS

you didn’'t have a few years ago-:

it
For centuries women have been trained to “look after - !
i

cater to - wait on - take care of” the men in their lives.
Now it's your turn!! Your turn fo put yourself first -
yourself enough to find out how fo: .
LIVE A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER LIFE i
BECOME FINANCIALLY SECURE THROUGH-
YOUR OWN EFFORTS .
SURVIVE WITHOUT STRESS . !

GLOW WITH AN INNER AND OUTER BEAUTY

MONDAY EVENINGS - 6:30 PM

FEB. 16  br DONALD WALLACE - :
Cosmetic Surgery

“The Dissatisfied Patient”

Are you a good prospect for o face lift?
ROBERT BURNS -

Hatha Yogu_lnstrucior.

“Coping with the Pace”

Conserve energy. increase vitality, and get
rid of stress

KENNETH W. PETERSON ~

Financial Consultant )
“The 10 Most Common Mistakes in
Personal Finance”

Most personal financiatl plans fait - because
we fail fo plan.

Open to the Public at No Charge

MALL

Road at Coolidge, Troy
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