down the aisle

By KATHY PARRISH

Traditionally, a bride wears something
old on her wedding day. This year it could
te the gown.

With wedding costs skyrocketing — and
sentimentality returning to the fore —
many brides are recycling dresses worn by
their mothers, sisters or {riends.

Those without iovely hand-me-downs
can scout them out at Velvet Pumpkin
Bridal Exchange.

Open since June, the Waterford resale
shop specializes in wedding attire. A bride,
mother of the bride and attendants — pro-
vided they wear the ‘“right'* sizes — can
cutfit themselves in once-worn dresses for
a fracticn of whal new gowns cos!.

“Prices just keep going up and up,”
said storeowner Carol Cawley, who also
stocks new dresses that were sample
styles or from stores that went out of busi-
ness.

“It's hard fcr people to swallow the cost
for a one-time thing."

Velvet Pumpkin accepts only clean
dresses in good condition. They're usually
less than five years old because Ms. Caw-

ley believes styles look dated after that.

One of the storeowner's concerns was
that women wouldn't part with the ence-in-
a-lifetime purchases. But she's pulled in
gowns from all over the state.

*'1 DIDN'T know if they'd buy used
dresses or if gowns would be available,"
said Ms. Cawley, who sells the gowns for
5200 or less which she splits with the origi-
nal seller.

“But when it comes to money, they
will.”

She admits the diverce rate has helped
business, making women more anxious to
part with an cld gown and 1o neecd a new
cne.

Open less than a year, the business has
expanded. As well as more than 200 bridal
gowns, she offers custom fit bras and lin-
gerie — all new —, custom f{lower arrange-
ments and bridal odds and ends like ring
bearer pillows. Part of the building is rent-
ed to a photographer who, coincidentaily,
takes wedding photos.

“l really cater to the girls,”" said Ms.
Cawley, who throws in a tacial with pur-
chases.
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Artist’s originals
Unique creations in
Diamonds and Gold

These are very special rings. Excidngly contem-
porary, exquisitely made, and ours alone. Creat-
ed by the talented designérs in our own work-
shops! Discover the joy of giving or wearing an
original work of the jewelers art. Choose from
our unique collection. Or we will design a ring
using your gems,

Hours: 10 to 5:30 Tues, thre Sat.
Thues, "til 9. Closed Sunday & Monday

Appraisals by Appointment
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? OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS
869 West Long Lake Road, just east of Telegraph...646.0973
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CARIDAL .
R Who makes lovely memories for brides?
) We do. The master artists in our “Make-
Everything! a-Memory” department can create the

‘most beautiful, tasteful, simple (or lavish)
bridal cakes you can imagine. And theyre
good. They've been at it since 1875. But
why imagine? We do it all, including de-
livering and setting up the cake. Get the
delicious details at any Sanders store.

Birmintham. Michiszan Fort Lauderdale. Fla.
\ I3 ed2-0012 F305) 3228200 {

Elegant Invitations
for weddings and
important occasions

Among our exclusive
lines, Mrs. John L. Strong,
Crane and Lalo of Paris

; ‘9

Our specialists are anxious to assist you.
Affordable personalized gifts.

Or call 868-5700.

Barbara’s Paper Bag
135 Pierce + Birmingham
642-3860




