Cetting ready -

for marriage

By KAREN SUE HERMES

Marriage in the 1980s will be challeng-
ing. Inflatlon and Increasing unemployment
will put added pressures on couples as
they try to meet household expenses,

Yet, this decade's brides and brideg-
rooms will be better prepared than those
of previous decades for that and other
challenges of marriage, say people in-
volved in pre-marriage counseling.

They'il also be more willing to work at
Improving thelr marriages, as they return to
baslc values such as intimacy and security,
they add.

Today's couples are preparing for mar-
riage, just as they prepare for their wedd-
ings. Along with hirlng bands and securing
halls, they're enrolling in marriage prepara-
tlon seminars.

The Roman Catholic Church now re-
quires engaged couples to take pre-mar-
rlage instruction before allowing the palr to
be married in church.

“Marriage preparation Is getting like
every other wadding plan,” says Mike Bel-
laire of Engaged Encounter, modeled after
Marriage Encounter,

“Except it's based on the 60 or 50 years
after the wedding.”

Engaged Encounter, which will hold
Christian-based marriage preparation sem-
inars during 17 weekends this year, al-
ready Is booked to July 11-12.

THE NON-DENOMINATIONAL organi-
zatlon holds seminars in four suburban De-
troit locations, including St. John's Semi-
nary in Plymouth and St. Basil's Center in
Pontlac. It generally accommodates 30
couples a weekend.

Today's brides and bridegrooms are al-
ready settled in careers, making them bet-
ter prepared for marriage and the financlal
obligations that come with running a
household, said Mary Bennett. Ms., Ben-
nett leads marriage preparation seminars
for Convergence, a Catholic Archdiocese
of Detroit program.

“A lot more of them are waiting untll
they get their Individual selves settled,”
said the 23-year-old computer operator.

Both Engaged Encounter and Conver-
gence, which holds weekend marriage
preparation seminars four times a year at
Mercy Center In Farmington Hills, stress
communlcation,

“The baslc goal is communication,”
Bellaire says. “It's what we stress from
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WE HAVE MICHIGAN’S LARGEST BRIDAL SELECTION.

Kitty Kelly is ready to make your wedding the most
beautiful imaginable, with our collection of bridal
and bridesmaids’ gowns, and flower girl accessories.
We've got the perfect gowns for your wedding or
any special occasion. And if vou've seen the dress of
your dreams in a bridal magazine, we've probably
already got it in stock — or can get it for you!

BRIDAL SALONS ?

18029 East Eight Mile - East Detroit 25070 Michigan Avenue - Deatborn
(Across from Eastland) (West of Telegraph)
776-3150 2749620

)

3760 Rochester Road - Troy
{North of Big Beaver Road)
528-3100
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