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Couple collects classic
old-time phonographs

By JUDITH BERNE

‘The sound of music pervades their lives.

As collectors of old phonographs, and
the cylinders and dises which were played
on them, Bowen and Joy Broock have cat-
apulted a preliminary interest in music
and sound into a hobby, business and
theme for their home.

Broock, president of Max Broock Inc.
Realtors, had little idea when he answered
a classified advertisement for a Victor
‘Talking Machine three years ago that it
would be the start of a “disease.”

‘The Broocks had just moved from a
“very traditional two-story colonial” in
Bloomfield Township to a vintage house
on the shores of Orchard Lake. Broock
was merely looking for an oak accessory
for a glassed-in room added on to the
1896-97 house.

‘The 1904 model Victor which features a
tapered tone arm and plays three songs
per windup was soon joined by an Edison
cylinder machine.

“We found out it was worth more than
we paid for it,” Mrs. Broock said. “In our
society people have the tendency to want
1o collect. The monetary end is probably
what gets people started.”

“It was just like opening a new door,”
Broock added. “At times I'm up to 1 a.m.

* researching, calling across the country.
It’s obsessive. It's almost infantile.”

MUSIC HAS ALWAYS played a major
partin the Broocks' lives. Both sing and he
|< a membur of lhe Potpourri Smgexs a

d group in

popular songs.

Daughter Kathy also sings and son Kurt
plays piano, trombone and is a member of
the West Bloomfield High-School group,
The Back Pages.

“We all love music,” Mrs. Broock said.

)
“Bo's always been interested in high fidel-
ity.

‘Their living room hosts a soph\sucaled
stereo system juxtaposed against a grand
piano — which is also a player piano —
and various antique phonographs. These
range from an 1895 Graphophone to a Vie-
tor Orthophonic consule which takes up a
large chunk of space.

But the Broocks aren’t adverse to
branching out. When a 1914-15 Regina
Hexaphone juke box became available, it
readily it into their collecting and furn-
ishing scheme.

Most of the antique phonographs used to
decorate their home aren’t for sale. But
about 30 others and accompanying discs
and cylinders are for sale and trade. Their
listing: Treasures in Sound.

‘That business now supports what they
buy for themselves, according to Broock.

And, it has been a vehicle to new friend-
ships, for the outgoing couple, particularly
through summertime appearances at the
Ann Arbor-Saline Road Antiques Market.

There, they have met people who share
their interest.

“It's an automatic bond of friendship,”
Mrs. Broock said. “We have been thrown
with people we would never have met in a
million years. We've stayed at their hous-
es. They've stayed at ours. It's a trusting
kind of relationship.”

BROOCK APPEARS to enjoy the re-
search and search for the vintage phono-
graphs as much as the actual possession.

“First of all you're learning. Then to
come into contact with it, then have a
chance to acquire it. There is a sense of
hlslory " he said.

“ m on the track of samelhmg right
now,” he confided. “If I find it . .

He happily chronicled a brief lus(ory of
early phonographs which he said started
out with wind-up handles, outside horns

GOOD COVERAGE
DOESN’T HAVE TO
BE EXPENSIVE

and wax eylinders of recorded music.

*As the development of sound pro-
gressed, horns went inside, dises gradually
replaced wax cylinders and phonograph
casings were turned into pieces of furni-
ture.

The Columbia Phonograph Co., manu-
facturer of his 1895 Graphophone, gave
rise to the Columbia Broadcasting System
(CBS), he reported. And the Victor Talking
Machine he first bought was the precursor
of R.C.A. Vietor.

He also enjoyed recapturing the compe-
tition between Edison, Columbia and Vic-
tor.

Opera star Enrico Caruso “was the
cornerstone of the modern recording in-
dustry,” Broock related.. “When Victor
signed him in 1904, from that point on Vic-
tor just outdistanced everybody.”

Victor began with dises — the beginning
of the modern record. Then Columbia
switched from the cylinder to the disc. But
“Edison stayed with the cylinder until he
developed the diamond disc in 1912,” ac-
cording to Broock.

The diamond disc, of which Broock has
anumber, is a quarter-inch thick record.

“That was his surrender,” Broock said,
with a smile. “But he never gave up com-
pletely on the cylinder.”

THE BROOCKS' COLLECTION will
prabably take a turn for the smaller since
their home cannot hold many more phono-
graphs. For example, a console such as
their early Victor A-C radio-phonograph is
approximately five by three feet and con-
tains shelves to hold leather-bound vol-
umes of records.

Of necessity and also as his interest has
become more educated and refined,
Broock is pursuing smaller, more unusual
musical antiques.

He is also anticipating sharing his
knowledge gained after “three years
worth of histrionics.”

The Reynolds Combine!

Newest Member in the Reynolds Family
of Quality Water Conditioning Products.
The Combine is a combination of three
water conditioners—

Joy and Bowen Broock are mainly into collecting old phono-
graphs. But they couldn't resist this vintage juke box, made by
Regina Hexaphone about 1914, which no doubt wag the center of
attention at some ice cream parlor long ago. (Staff photos by
John Stano.)

Channel Master

Fight the high cost of insurance! Our new Home Protector
Program features low rates to save you money. Get all the
coverage your home needs in one convenient package. Call
or visit us today.

BERGSTROM INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

« It softens the water.
« It removes the iron and rust.
* It filters out cloudy yellow turbidity.
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‘This is no ordinary “Water conditioner”—the Com- |
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Reynolds Water Conditioning Co.
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Antenna Specialists Inc.

Each Additional Story $10® additional.
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‘Tax Consultation & Service
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WOMEN'S Waterproof,
$37.00-Waterproof
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DEXTER Reg. $53.00
in%' Chasnn;;[ Master Rotor Commor D $43% | | DEXTER s395 FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ntenna dystem Leather
lsted below ETONIC Reg. $65.00 L o L UEsT FOR BIDS
Leather, Wa‘efgr-m 4 55395 ETONIC s 3395 SALE OF USED SCHOOL BUSES
Su%ttl?:an lgia:;o [ém;;zr D:r?r?;;‘ WATERPROOF T Farmington Public School District offers the following used school buses fe:

14 1970 International chassis
w/65 passenger Ward Bodies

1 1971 Iaternational chassis
/€5 passenger Ward Body
The buses are to be sold on an “as is and where" basis. They are available for

$139%9459°°180% *220%

Includes Stainless Steel Chimney Mount or Tripod

‘Qais Moogra hp”

We personalize inspection at the school district's bus yard located at 32500 Shiawassee, Fa

..N o Extra Charge for 2 Story Homes P Michigan, betsecen the hours of 8:30 A0, and 400 P.M. Monday lhmughFr;;:;v"gw"
1YEAR WARRANTY ON INSTALLATION » SWEATERS Bid forms are available at the district’s transportation office at the inspection

- ’ location. Bids must be made on a bid form and must be subimitted by 3.00 P.M.
W +«SHIRTS « VELOURS Friday, February 27, 1981. Bids must be sealed in a plain white envelope marked
a” -~ P 4 . P « TOWELS “Used bus bid."” Each bid must be accompanied by a $25 deposit for each bus bid on
"~ {cash or check). Such deposit to apply on the bid price for accepted bids, and to by
Also, with your existing antenna, regular * JACKETS returned for unaccepted bids. The deposit will be forfeited in the event the bidder

does ot complete (he transaction for an accepted bid.

The Farmington Board of Education, or its authorized representative, reserves
the right to accept or reject any or all bids and to waive any irregularities should it
be deemed in its best interest.

For further information call the district's transportation office, 477-1300.
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