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Rapid transit backers determined to keep funding

By TIM RICHARD

Many government leaders have pre-
dicted that President Reagan's budget-
cutting measures will squelch develop-
ment of rapid transit in southeastern
Michigan but friends of rapid transit
say it's too early to sound the death
knell.

They are looking to two key Republi-
cans — Gov. William G. Milliken and
US. Transportation Secretary Drew
Lewis — to maintain a flow of federal
transit aid.

Marvin Meltzer, who bandles inter-
governmental relations for the

n Michigan Transp i
Authority (SEMTA), believes there are
“indications, both yea and nay.”
“There’s no reason to believe the ball
game is over. I'm optimistic,” he said.

SEMTA'’s $1.4 billion 1990 transpor-
tation plan is aimed at commuter rail

and buses. Its most publicized feature,
however, Is a proposed light rail rapid
transit line along Woodward from
downtown Detroit to 11 Mile in Royal
Qak including a planned underground
segment (read subway) from downtown
to McNichols Road in Detroit.

PRESIDENT REAGAN's budget
message proposes to reduce federal ex-
penditures by $41.4 billion for fiscal
1982, in part by delaying rapid transit
projects.

«] disagree with the Reagan people,”
said U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell; R-Plym-
outh, whose 2nd District includes Livo-
nia. “It (rapid transit) is an investment
in the broad sense.

“Toronto, BART (San Francisco) —
every area where I've seen rapid trans-
it, it has an enormous impact on jobs. It
was bad taste (for Detroit Mayor Cole-
man Young) to call it (opposition) rac-

¢ GYMNASTICS
STEVE WHITLOCK’S

ist. Rapid transit would be partnership

of suburbs and city and business.”

Pursell, who in his third term has
just won a seat on the transportation
appropriations subcommittee, is cul-
tivating Drew Lewis, a Pennsylvanian
rather than a Westerner. Pursell calls
him “a bright, shining star; pragmatic;
specific; rational; reasonable.

PURSELL MET with Lewis during
the Reagan Administration’s budget
briefings and worked to put Lewis in
contact with Gov. Milliken, a booster of
rapid transit.

“I suggested to the governor’s office
that we meet over the weekend,” Pur-
sell said last week.

Milliken has made a slowdown in
*“urban sprawl” and presecvation of cit-

ies key elements in his administration’s

policy. Milliken is widely expected to
carry SEMTA’s ball on rapid transit,

Sees transit as investment

especially after the defeat of President
Jimmy Carter left Mayor Young with-
out a White House connection.

In Detroit last week, Lewis said the
rapid transit line and downtown peo-
ple-mover face some delay, but held
out strong hope the Reagan Adminis-
tration would honor the $600 million
commitment to SEMTA made in the
closing days of the Ford Administra-

* tion in 1976.

REP. WILLIAM Brodhead, D-De-
troit, whose 17th District includes Red-
ford, Farmington and Southfield, said
halting rapid transit construction “is a
short-signed policy because, as petrole-
um becomes more expensive, people
will be ever more dependent on mass
transit.”

“I hope that {Reagan's proposed
slowdown) will be an area where Con-
gress will take a look. If Congress cuts

it, it won’t matter what decision the
Reagan Administration makes because
there won't be enough money,” Brod-
head said..

During budget briefings with the
Capitol Hill press corps, a Reagan offi-
cial remarked that “people in Sioux
Falls don't want to pay for rapid trans-
it 50 that people in Los Angeles can get
to work faster.”

It underscored Reagan's campaign
strategy, which was to target cities of
40,000 or less population. Small cities
don’t have the interest in public trans-
portation that large cities have.

To this Brodhead replied: “People
from Sioux Falls benefit from agricul-
tural subsidies and irrigation projects
that all taxpayers pay for.

“The bulk of the funding for trans-
portation has always been federal. The
freeways. The federal land grants to
the railroads.
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By Appointment ... done while
you wait. Photos included.
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GROUP I

Values to $225.

GROUP II

Values to $295.

Alterations

Cards Only.

e Redwood § Ross

241 Merrill Street, Birmingham, Michigan

Redwood & Ross
“End-of-Winter”
SUIT CLEARAN CE

We have accumulated 322 suits that are leftovers from
the past Fall & Winter scason. Because they’re broken
lots, sizes and patterns—we must clear regardless of

Large groups of great-looking suits in solids, plaids
and stripes. Both vested and two piece models now
slashed for unbelievable savings.
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Why Michigan Chandelier?

Why us? Because if it has to do with lighting, we can meet every need
2nd solve any problem. If your home is traditional, we have the classic
chandelier, the elegant wall sconce, the beautifu! table lamp. If your
taste is contemporary, we have the wall washer, the indirect lighting,

Reason #4

the accent and spot lighting — all in up-to-the-minute materials and
finishes. Whether you- are lighting one room or a whole house, a
kitchen or a studio, a bathroom or a garden, we have what you need.
Fixture shown is $293.

Why us? Because if it has to do with lighting — any kind of lighting —

we have it!

...youllseeusina better'llghl

BIRMINGHAM/ 6580 Telegraph at Maple/ Bloomfield Plaza/ 626-2548
ROCHESTER/ 435 Main Street at University / 651-4302
ANNARBOR/2177 West Stadlum Blvd. / 662-3133

UNDER-THE-SUN SHINE..shimmering, metallic sandals
from MARTINI OSVALDO. We've placed the riches of
the world at your feet. Precious gold. silver and
bronze multi-tone accents glowing on strap-
py. leather sandals. Out and out extrava-

hudsons

gance. With low, sculptured wood wedge fempting
enough to wear ali day and well into the night.
Appraised value, $60. Woodward Shop Shoes;
At Hudson’s Northland, Eastiand, Oakland,
Faitlane, Twelve Oaks and Briarwood -only.
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