JAE

ski plays the title role in “Tess,” based on
the Thomas Hardy novel “Tess of the d’Urbervilles.”
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Camera captures
strong imagery
with film ‘Tess’

Roman Polanski's “Tess" (PG), from Thomas Hardy's 19th cen-
tury novel, “Tess of the d'Ubervilles,” is one of the few exceptions
to the rule that serious literary works don’t adapt well to the
sereen.

What irony that this terror of a director, responsible for “China-
town,” “Repulsion,” “The Tenant,” should have made such an emi-
nently respectable, stately film about repressed passion, guilt and
violence.

If anything, Polanski has shown too much respect for Hardy's
novel. The movie, three hours long, progresses like 2 pavan with
measured movements and turnings and great restraint. It may be
that Polanski relies too much on establishing atmosphere and
slights the development of character.

Tess is a beautiful, but poor and oddly simple country girl. When
she is 16, she is raped by her employer, a wealthy landowner. She
returns home to bear his child, who dies while still an infant.

TESS LATER MARRIES a proper young gentleman in a true
love match. However, when she confesses her experience to him,
his Victorian standards don’t allow him to accept a tarnished wife,
50 he abandons her.

The deserted woman labors for years like a beast in the field,
awaiting her husband's forgiveness and return. Her torment and
suppressed hatred eventually lead to her destruction.

Nastassia Kinski, a European beauty who is the daughter of
German actor Klaus Kinski, plays Tess. She vividly conveys the
childlike innocence and sensual attractiveness but not much emo-
tion, even allowing for the restraint of the period.

Leigh Lawson as the seducer and Peter Firth as her husband
give greater range to their expressions, but we still learn little
about their motivations and feelings.

By the last half of the film, therefore, one becomes weary of
Tess martyring herself waiting for her self-righteous husbard to
return. When her seducer tries to coax her back to him and away
from her drudgery, he says, “There is a point at which stubborn-
ness becomes stupidity.”

By then, we've seen enough to agree.

THE FLAWS ARE there, but they are imperfections on a large
and handsome canvas. With the help of the late cinematographer
Geoifrey Unsworth, and Ghislain Cloquet who replaced him, Po-
lanski has created a masterpiece.

The imagery might well be a survey of the palettes of great
artists. It ranges from the golden tones of a Rembrandt to the
atmospheric effects of English watercolorists to the fresh, direct
hues of the Impressionists.

It catches the contrasts of newly mechanized agriculture and
pastoral settings, of crisp, richly textured interiors and soft, shad-
owy forests.

“Tess” is a film that rewards the patient viewer with a succes-
ston of beautiful, resonant images.

Leigh Lawson plays Alec d'Urberville, whose illegiti-
mate child Tess bears.
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what’s at the movies

NEW RELEASES
ALTERED STATES (R). Ken Russell's sci-fi film about a man's explora-
tion of altered states of consciousness. From novel by Paddy Chayef-

sky.

CHARLIE CHAN AND THE CURSE OF THE DRAGON QUEEN (PG).
Mystery-satire with Peter Ustinov as the inscrutable detective, Rich-
ard Hatch as the bumbling grandson and Angie Dickinsen as the Dra-
gon Queen.

THE DEVIL AND MAX DEVLIN (PG). Elliott Gould is the manager of a
rundown apartment building who bargains with Satan's assistant (Bill
Cosby) for a pecular exchange of souls.

THE ELEPHANT MAN (PG). Largely true story of grossly deformed
man rescued from sordid life by compassionate doctor. Fine acting by
Johin Hurt, Anthony Hopkins and John Gielgud balances out directori-
al shortcomings.

FORT APACHE, THE BRONX (R). Paul Newman and Edward Asner in
powerful drama about embattled police precinct in New York’s vio-
lent and devastated South Bronx.

THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING WOMAN (PG). Lily Tomlin is a happy
suburban housewife who faces big problems when she finds she is
growing smaller every day.

INSIDE MOVES (PG). Unusual drama, funny and touching, concerns a
group of regulars at a bar, handicapped or has beens, and a newcomer
(John Savage) who joins them and inspires them.

THE JAZZ SINGER (PG). Ridiculous remake magnifies all the faults of
the first talking motion picture made in 1927. The story doesn't get
any better. The songs get worse.

KAGEMUSHA (The Shadow Warrior} (PG). Director Akira Kurosawa's
spectacular epic of the struggle for power among rival clans in 16th
century Japan told through the story of a thief who takes the place of
aJying warlord he resembles.

MELVIN AND HOWARD (R). Offbeat comedy about an unlikely folk
hero, Melvin Dummar, the gas station attendant who claimed he
picked up Howard Hughes in the Nevada desert and then became heir
to a fortune.

THE MIRROR CRACK'D (PG). Aged but glamorous stars populate film =
based on Agatha Christie novel with spinster sleuth, Miss Jane Mar-  *

ple.

NINE TO FIVE (PG). Comedy with Jane Fonda, Lily Tomlin and Dolly
Parton as three secretaries who scheme to get rid of their boss.

ORDINARY PEOPLE (R). Robert Redford’s directorial debut is a
smash in this extraordinarily well-acted, moving film about a family
trying to cope with a son’s mental illness.

RAGING BULL (R). Top performance by Robert De Niro in brutally
realistic film about boxer Jake La Motta. Two-plus hours highlighting
the life of a loathsome person.

1 TESS (PG). Thomas Hardy's classic novel (“Tess of the D'Urbervilles™)
of Victorian society captured in brilliant film directed by Roman
Polanski.

TRIBUTE (PG). Jack Lemmon as dying father who tries to mend rift
with his son, Robby Benson. Also with Lee Remick.

MOVIE RATING GUIDE
G General audience admitted.
PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.
R Restricted. Adust must acccompany person under 18.

Actor appears in production

Tom Fillbrook of Rochester is play-
ing Dr. Bradman in the Romeo Com-
munity Theatre Inc. preduction of Noel
Coward's “Blithe Spirit” at 8 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday at the Romeo High
School. Auditorium, 11091 W. 32 Mile
Road.

The three-act farce revolves around
an eccentric medium, a novelist, his

second wife and the spirit of his first ~
wife.

Tickets are $3 for adults and $2 for
senior citizens and students. Senior citi-
zens are being offered a special $1 tick-
et for the Thursday performance only.
For more information call Peggy "
Stringham evenings at 752-3840 or Lin-
da Jozwiakowski at 798-3244. )

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-

BILL

itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Oakland County.

Kingsley Jun

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400 564-5144

HILLEL DAY SCHOOL
ESENTS:
THE HILARIOUS

ENJOY AN

UNFORGETTABLE EVENING

WITH THE FAMOU! .
COMEDIAN/ENTERTAINER
PLUS...THE SUPERB
VOCAL TALENTS OF
GEULA GILL
SATURDAY, MARCH 14
8:30 PM FORD AUDITORIUM
FORTICKET INFORMATION

CALL HILLEL DAY SCHOOL
AT851-2394 0r851-2398
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Closed Sundays Except for:
Football Sundays - Mothers’ Day

852-3410

3315 AUBURN ROAD
Between Adams & Opdyke Road

Music and fun
for evervone!
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meat sauce or white elam sauce an
garlic bread until you say *“Enough Already?’
{And there’s Poco Loco every Wednesday night!)

Schiilers

ey a4 e«zu/az/ﬁoﬂ/aﬁmu’?mue/]

ROCHESTER WEST BLOOMFIELD
2601 Rochester 6066 West Maple
852-8330 851-8880

ou

NORTHEILLD HITON

SA00Crooks Rd at473

Tron. Michigan JB098

BET9-2100
==

MERRICKS

™ ofyour life
it's

b/

{38Kks W ot Evergreen)

i, Forthetime

20401 W. 8 Mite Road

r Reservations 538-1970]

RESTAURANT
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® Exotic Cocktails ©
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MERRICKS
DOES IT

THE 1981 DETROIT KENNEL CLUB DOG SHOW

it's a family aff;

AGAIN
Our Great
2 for1
Offer is

2 ctaront oecas B

60 Boolns
A Typos of Pl Supplios.

Children Under 42§
Senlor Cliizens _$2.
Adults 34,
Family Pass $10.00

air

We invite you to
enjoy one com-
plimentry Entree

“MONDAY NIGHT IS
JAZZ NIGHT AT

Featuring

Lenore Paxton
Monday Evenings thru March 30th
9pm.- 1:30am.

when a Second
Entree of Equal
or greater value
is purchased.
COUPON VALID
Tues., Wed., Thurs.
Evenings only N
5:30 pm-9:30 pm
Located at
American Center
in Southfield
for easy to follow
directions &
reservations

CALL US AT §:
353-8144
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