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CONVERSAT[ON Congressmcr\ Jack McDonald and Jan Nankervis chat over
teacups at the recent tea given by the Republican Women's Organization of Far-
mington. McDonald was guest speoker at the event. (Evert photo}

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT---Marcia Livingston, Gail Halava and Chuck Cook
practice for the vocal music festival held in Oak Park High School Feb. 7. Singers at
Farmington High, they helped their school rack up a record of 50% superior and
50% excellent ratings in the district competition. (Ever? photo)

Add Four Beauttflers

FARMINGTON
Four new members. have
been appointed to the City of

Committee bv the clty council.
The appointees, who will
serve until June 30 1971, are

Charlotte Bruce and Fred Sei-
bert.
Mrs. Bruce is the planning

What Homeowners Can Do
To Appeal Rising Tax Bills

By EMORY DANIELS

A number of homeowners in
Farmington Township have
expressed concern over lax
bills and have been asking how
to oppose paying (he mgher
amounts.

Some 18,000 homeowaers
received tax bills, all of which
included the information that
assessments are higher than in
1968

ALL OF THE property own-
ers had their assessments
raised by at least 7% but some
property was assessed 10-15%
higher than the previous year.

Most of the complaints about
the tax,bills are mmmg from
those owners whose property

assessments were hiked by
more than 10%.
There are three avenues

available for homeowners to
protest tax bills or oppose tax-
ation policles: : adminlstrative
appeals, judicial appeals; - or
legislative appeals, d

Administrative and judicial
appeals may correct an ineq-
uity on the individual tax bill.
A legislative appeal could re-
sult in enactment of bills to
reform taxation practices to
afect favorably next year's
bills.

1969 TAX BILLS may be
appealed by appearing before
the Tax Review Board: March
2 is the last day to file a com-
plaint with the local review
boards which will meet on
March 3, 9, 10 this year.

Homeowners should file
their complaints with the as-
sessor's department in city
hall or the township hall, de-
pending upon where they live.

If the homeowner feels be
has not obtalned justice by
appealing to the local board, he
then can file an appeal with
the State Equalization Board.

Only after an appeal is made
with the State Equalization
Board can an appeal be made
to the courts. The courts
usually will make changes only
if fraud can be proved.

THE CITY'S tax bills are
not-mailed until July. Howev-
er, the Assessor's Review
Board met Feb. 8-13 to explain
why the assessments had been

raised.
This year, the city asses-
sor's review resulted in 15
phone calls sod 22 persons
appearing before the board.

The city did not change any
assessments this year except
for vacant acreage and a few
properties. But it is expected
the Oakland County Equaliza-
tion Board will announce by
May that the city's 1970 State
Equalized Valuation (SEV)
factor for 1970 will be 1.28, or
13% higher than in 1969.

P

FARMINGTON TOWNSHIP
in 199 had its SEV factor
raised from .93 to one by the
county. The factor is multi-
phed against all properties to
raise the assessment of each
taxpayer by at least 7%,

However, the township. a:
sessor locally ‘ralsed the as-
sessments in some neighbor-
hoods before the county set the
SEY factor, Local assessments
were raised in areas in which
bome sales indicated a rise in
market value,

1f the township had not con-
ducted a local reassessment in
some areas, all properties
could have experienced an in-
crease over 7%.

Township Assessor Robert
Rohmer told the Enterprise &

Homeowners Ignore
Early Tax Warnings

Farmington Township has
sent out some 18,000 tax bills
and Michigan Bell is prosper-
ing as homeowners have been
calling this office, toiwnship
offices and eacli other. | *

The callers to this| office
express shock their assess-
ments have gone up sn high
and ask what to do aboul itA
few callers ask why thig paper
hasn't pnnwd anylhmg about
taxes going up. |
<

JUST TO SET the i-ecord
straight, on April 20 the lead
story on page one of the Enter-
rise & Observer carried this

headline: *‘Spiraling| Land
Prices Here Prompts Assess-
ment Hikes."

That story reported a pre-
diction made by officials that

Farmington Beautification Janet Kozub, James: Poguve, commission's representative the township's State Equalized
- on the commit- Valvation (SEV) factor was
tee. Seibert is the council's expected torise from .53 th 100
representative, replacing Our readers were warned last
C il John April t ship
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OIL PAINTINGS-
ART OBJECTS |

A wide selection of

framed, original oils,

statuary, metal !

sculpture and fine

quality reprodugtions,

Come in and browse.
1
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venue

4775191 i

who will become a member of
the Historical Preservation
Committee.

Letter To
The Editor

EDITOR:

it would be interesting to
fearn if the parents in Fir-
mington Meadows and Far-
mington Oaks who raised the
“hue and cry” this fall about
their children needing paved
walks to Power Jr. High are
the same people who aren't
bothering to shovel their own
walks.

Some of the watks are shov«
eled; but children stil! must
wade through snow and -ice
covered walks to get to F!an-
ders School.

CURIOUS

Welcome $pring
the Purple Martins

were expected to rise by 7 %.
On Dec. 14, this paper ran
another lead story on page one
entitled: “Township Tax Bills
Higher? There's A Réason.”
That story reparted lhat the
amount of dollars lwmenwners
paid in taxes would be hbout 8
% bigher.
That story axplainad a home
owmer assessed pt $10,000 SEV
(;‘20000 markelw valuej would
pay $509 in taxes instead of
$470 he paid the prekus year.

There is noming new (o re-
port since Dec, 14. What is
happening now Is the mechani-
cal mailing of tax notices, but
the facts have |already been

ed. Now we are experi-
encing the shoclj wave:

Some homeowners h: had their
assessments raised 10'or 15 %
instead of just 779 The\7% rep-
resents an average hgure for
the entire township. | .

When Oakland County : set
the SEV factor, the thwnship
then had to:raise assessments
50 its total assessed valuation
would be 7%higher l.han the
previous year. | i

It would not be fair to'raise
assessments iniolder residen-
tial areas wheré the true cash
value or market value has not
increased. So instead, the
township attempts to assess
those areas which have ac-

Daniels

tion aided by real estate sam-
plings made by the county.
W oeoe

THIS WRITER CAN sympa-
thize with the plight of the
homeowner, being one himself.
If we are going to have prop-
erty tax, the concept of assess-
ing 505 of cash value is a good
one, but the machinery used to
arrive at that figure is not
equitable.

In December, the Enterprise
& Observer ran a series
of articles on assessment prac-
tices and concluded by urging
residents to write i

By EMORY DANIELS

could sell' your home for if
you wanted to sell it.

Ask a realtor to give a quick
appraisal. If your answer is
10%higher than whatyour house
should sell for, an appeal to the
Tax Review Board might be
advantageous.

The best approach this year
is to approach the Review
Board with fingers crossed.
Then write Sen. George Kuhn
and Rep. Raymond Baker and
urge ‘them to support legisla-
tion to correct inequities in
assessment practices.

Observer if he had not done

some reassessing the SEV fac- *

tor most likely would ha:
been higher.

A higher SEV factor wonld
have penalized unfairly those
residents Living in older neigh-

borhoods where the market '

bas not fluctuated, Instead, b
added, It Is better to raise xh:
assessments of those owners
whose property -value has ac-
tually gone up.

There will be more reassess-
ing in 1970, added Rohmer. The
township has been told by Oak-
land County that real estate
samplmgs taken in the town-
ship in 1969 indicate the mar-
ket value is 16% higher than it
was in. 1968,

‘THE COUNTY GAVE an
indication it would have to
give the township a SEV fac-
tor of 1.16 for 1870 unless tocat

If no reassessing is accom-
plished, the county could set
the 1.16 SEV factor for 1970.
This would mean the assess-
ment ‘for ‘every property
owner in the township would
be raised 16% even if the mar-
ket value of his fiome stayed
the same or dropped.

If those areas where homes
are selling for more are reas-
sessed, .Robmer could bring
the factor back down to one or
1.2 for 1970. Even a 1.2 factor
would only be a 2% bike for all
property owners:

The sales samplings used to
compite the 1970 SEV factor
were taken in 1969 before Jan.
1 of this year, If prices of
homes drop after Jan. 1, 1970,
it will not be reflected in the
SEV factor until the 1971 tax-
ing year.

Robimer says when be fin-

r is

This leaves Rohmer two'
choices: do nothing and accept
a: SEV factor of 1.16 for 1970;
or, reassess in areas experi-
enciog @ rise in real estate
sales to reduce the SEV factor.

ishes his work ia
1970, the county equalization
board.will then set the factor.
Hopetully, the average assess-
ment for the entire township
will be up 16% at that point so
the factor will not rise.
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" M “Let Genie do it)”

opener system by ALLIANCE|

Open and close your garage door from
the comfort of your car with a Genis
Automatic Garage Door Opener System!|
Just touch the button on the portable]
transmitter.
door — turns ‘on the light — closes thy
door — locks up tight! - Automatically!|

Special Sale Price $ 99 95

For further information call —

The ALLIANCHE Wanrfactaring Co., 1nc. Mliancs, Sklo
(Suzatdlary of Consolldated Eiectromicy Indurtries Corparation)
AKIR OF THK FAMOUS YENNA-XOTOAD

Enjoy
convenience
and
protection
with a

automatic garage door

Genle opens your garagy

KE 8-0050

and ask for reform. This was
before the mailings. Maybe it
was too early to talk about
taxes.

Editors would like citizens to
be citizens year round and not

just when crises arrive. And.

editors would rather examine a
problem area before it be-
comes a crisis instead of wait-
ing for the shock waves.

AS A YARDSTICK take
your state equalized valuation
and multiply it by two. The
answer should be what you
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SAVINGS EAR
THETOP RAT
at METRO
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ON TIME CERTIFICATES WITH
INTEREST PAID EVERY 90 DAYS

ON REGULAR PASSBOOK
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

ON TIME CERTIFICATES WITH

tuall fenc fluctua-
o e salua-s seloc A 12 MONTH MATURITY

tion in market value-a selec-

¢ Ewciting Values!

TRIO-HUSSELMAN PURP[[ MARTIN HOUSES
>

;A Purple Martin will eat 2,000
mosquitoes a day! Set thls 12-
room “apartment .house” up
to attract these beneficial
feathered guests. Your out-
door_activi

comfortable. Set it up before
advance scouts arrive!
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INCOME TAX
. ROBB

ACCOUNTING SERVICE

5%
5349%
1%

ON TIME CERTIFICATES WITH
A 24 MONTH MATURITY

‘ ON CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
OF $100,000 OR MORE WITH A
MATURITY OF 12 MONTHS OR

. MORE

27500 Farmington Road
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