Ecumenical workshop Bus strike settled, —
studies group homes service Monday

’ By MARGARET MILLER

! Ecumenical endeavor set some -

. speed records to put together the “New
+Life in Old’ Neighborhoods” workshop
" that this Saturday will explore the role
of churches with regard to neighbor-
-hood group homes for the handicapped.
" The United Methodist Detroit Con-
-ference, the Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca and the Detroit Archdiocese are
joining in the event, scheduled 9 a.m. to.
4 p.m. in Divine Child High School in
Dearborn.

Two bishops, Thomas J. Gumbleton
of the Archdiocese and Edsel A. Am-
mons of the UMC Detroit Conference,
have co-signed a statement urging par-
ticipation.

And Presbyterians, Episcopalians,
Baptists and representatives of Pen:
tecostal churches are among the 150 so
far registefed. '

Robert ;Perske, United ‘Methodist
minister ahd internationally prominent
authority pn deyelopmental disabilities
and community placement, will speak
on the' topm “New Life for Old Neigh-
barhoods”f and'“New Practices and Pol-
icies in Churches, and there will be a
buffet Iupch reports on local church
projects and regional workshop ses-
sions.

“It has been only seven weeks since
we first Started talking about this
prDjeCl and only five weeks since the

three denominations get together on
it,” said the Rev. Philip Seymour, min-
ister of Good Shepherd United Method-
ist Charch' in Dearborn and workshop
chairperson.

“I feel it is an issue whose time has
come and it was God's will working
threugh all of us thal enabled us to put
it together.”

“Anytime you can get Lutherans,
Methodists and Catholics together in
five weeks, it's got to be God's will
working.

JOINING in the sponsorship of the
workshop are the Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Michigan, the metropolitan re-
gion of the Michigan Department of
Mental Health, and the Michigan Coun-
cil of Carvans Order of Alhambras.

Participating as planning committee
members are Bonnie Chrysler, mem-
ber,of the UMC West Disirict Council
on Ministries; Edward Zaorski, pasto-
ral ministry to the handicapped for the
Archdiocese; the Rev. Erick Johnson,

;

ROBERT PERSKE

pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church in Dearborn, and the Rev. John
West, assistant pastor of Divine Child
Catholic Church, Dearborn.

Others are Carol Park of the North-
ville Residential Training Center, the
Rev. Peter Schweitzer of the Plymouth
Center for Human Development, and
the Rev. Gary Wheeler, divisional di-
rector for services among developmen-
tally disabled for Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Michigan.

Bishop Walter J. Schoenherr of the
Archdiocese and Dr. Walter Brown,
metropolitan region director for the
DMH, will participate in opening devo-
tions, and Richard Kwiatkowski, direc-
tor of the UMS East Side Mission, will
make one of the presentations in the
afternoon.

A $5 registration fee will cover the
lunch and a copy of Perske's book,
which has the same name as the work-
shop. The high school is at 1001 N. Sil-
very Lane, Dearborn.

SEVERAL COMMITTEE members
talked about the workshop plaris grow-
ing out of concerns that surfaced when
a group home opened in the Divine
Child parish.

In August the matter had come up at
a UMC distric meeting, and Seymour
and Mrs. Chrysler, Dearborn resident
and a member of Nardin Park UMC in
Farmington Hills, had agreed to work
on a workshop to be held in 1982.
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By MIKE SCANLON

A bi-county dial-a-tide bus system shut down
since October over a labor dispute is expected to
resume full service Monday following ratification
of a new contract.

Under the terms of the agreement, most employ-
ees are in line for five pay increases totaling 68
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Negotiators for Transit Mangement of Wayne
and Oakland Counties Inc. and Teamsters Local 247
tentatively agreed on terms Friday. Workers rati-
fied the agreement Sunday by a a 2-to-1 margin.

. THE AGREEMENT covers 105 workers, of
whom 76 are bus drivers. Under contract terms,
drivers’ hourly wages will rise fram $4.05 prior to
the agreement to $6.81.

Existing employees were grandlathered in the
agreement. Newly hired employees — the company
says it plans to expand its work force by an un-
determined number — will receive lesser rates of
pay. Current bus drivers will receive $6.81 an hour
at the end of the new agreement; new drivers wil}
receive $6.40.

Negotiators said the agreement also includes a
dental insurance package and changes in medical
insurance deductibles.

‘The contract is the first between the bus system

I
]

and Teamsters Local 247, which won the right to ’ ina?
represent drivers and non-supervisory office staff What's new for 'Spr mng:
in a union representation election last July. The N

walk-out began Oct. 3. Everything you'll

“1 THINK it was a satisfactory, mutual agree-
ment,” said Ronald Barnes, general manager of the
bus system. “It's something that we can live with

ily, and I think it's ing that also
the union can live with."”

“For a first agreement, I don't feel it was that
bad,” said David Schuler, Local 247 business repre-
sentative. “It isn't everything we would like (o have
seen, but like I say, it's a first agreement.”

Schuler placed responsibility for the long strike
on the shoulders of SEMTA, the Southeastern Mich-
igan Transportation Authority. SEMTA holds a con-
tract under which the small bus system operates.

“The company, quite honestly, I think did a hell
of a job. Their hands were being tied by SEMTA,"
Schuler said.

Especially vexing, Schuler said, was that before
Teamster representation, the workers' contract
“was essentially our master agreement.”

STRIKES against public transit systems are
technically illegal in Michigan, but the strike-bound

(Continued on Page 8A)
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If you've always

a bit out of reach, get
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Karastan dealer.
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quaint yourself with Karastan’s famous quality

of carpet textures, styles,

and dur extraordinary palette of colors.
Or, perhaps, the mystery of our selected

rugs could solve your

ngs, if you still chink of

rastan as too luxurious, consider the results
4 of a recent torture test Karastan arranged.
Wee put one of our Prestige Velour car-
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Thas is the «me carpet ufter nbat amownts to'5 sears of we.
Sce the difference m near? We cant cither,

pets down in New York’s Grand Central
Station and let 180,000 merciless feet beat a
path across it. After we picked it up, all we did
was give it a stringent cleaning.

You can see for yourself in the photo-
graph above that the fragile beauty of this
particular Karastan is anything but fragile.

Karastan has long been considered ex-
traordinary carpet. But now, during the sale, it
will also be offered at extraordinary savings.
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