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Monday, March 16, 1981

Bad wires can stop your car

An oil company study indicates one misfir-
ing spark plug can waste up to two gallons of

gasoline per tankful.

Spark plugs and other ignition system ele-
ments do not fail suddenly. Heat, electricity
and chemical reactions combine to wear on

components, eventually
fuction. »

causing them to mal-

Most automobile experts can’t overem-

phasize the.impottance

of keeping the family

car tuned up. Tune-ups, they say, are usually
necessary about every 10,000-12,000 miles on
today’s cars to keep them runmng at peak ef-

ficiency.

A major tune-up involving lests of - the
starter, alternator, distributor, carburetor and
emissions control equipment is probably best
left to the pro[essmnal mechanic.

BUT A minor tune-

up of such iiems as

spark plugs, spark plug wires, points (if your
car does not have electronic ignition) and con-

denser is generally not
do-it-yourselfer.

beyond the skill of a ~

To change the spark plugs, you'll need a ra-
chet and socket set. To avoid burned knuckles,
always work on a.cold engine.

Begin the job by carefully removing the

spark plug wires.

Never grasp the wires directly and pull —
you're likely to break them. Spark plug wires
may not be metal and may not have metal’s

flexibility.

Rather, grasp the boot of each wire (at-

- tached to the plug) and

loose

gently work the boot

Remove each plug one at a time and re-
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Lastly, insert ‘the appropriate wire boot | ITEASS

tightening each plug,

make certain the threads on both the plug and

the engine cylinder are clean. Plugs should be

tightened to the degree where the gasket is | SUTLASS SUPREME
Alt

over each new plug and fasten securely.

‘Which brings up a goud point: A significant

part of any tune-up is the insp
wires leading from the spark plugs to the dis-

tributor cap.
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Spark plug wires carry electricity at thou-
sands of volts to your plugs and so it’s vital
that they operate efficiently at all times.

How often should these wires be checked? If

you're an average driver, you should make a

visual inspection at least once a year, and
more often if your car gets heavy use. While
you are checking the wires for cracks, check

the belts for cracks and excessive wear.
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LOOK FOR cracks, brittle boots and exter-
_nal sparking while the engine is running.

If yoy are going to replace one spark plug
wire, you might as well replace them all.
Chances are, several are begifinin to wear, and
the expense is not as great on a four-cylinder
engine as it wason a V-8.

However, it's important to replace the wires
one at atime. This is the best way to be sure
the proper cylinder receives a spark from the
distributor at the proper time.

Complete the connections on each before
going on to the next.

. . .
Fingertip 4-wheel drive
The 1981 AMC Eagle SX': features a
fingertip control to switch between two-wheel

omy of two-wheel-drive. To switch, the driver

stops the car and moves the dash-mounted
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USED CAR VALUES!

“We have the car to fit your ndeds!"”
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Over 100 Rebate Cars Available
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Cars must be delivered by Thursday,
3-19-81 to qualify.

APPLY THE DIFFERENCE TO YOUR
DOWN f PAYMENT!

In ln(roduelng our Flat Service
Department, we are offering....
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