State of the County speech

By MIKE SCANLON

b The central theme in Oakland County Executive
aniel Murphy’s recent annual State of the County
message was both easy to spot and easy to spell.

The spelling part goes like this: §§3.

Murphy’s 13-page address to the county board of
commissioners praised his administration’s spend-
ing policies, which he said were based on the belief
that “thrift is income.”

And while it's wonderful, Murphy added, to “have
A president on our side,” Reagan's recent round of
revenue-slashing promises to take much of the fun
out of further belt-tightening. -

Road board asks
$1 million loan

The Board of Oakland County Road Commis-
sioners has approved borrowing some $1 millien
for use in subdivision street mnpmvemenw

The money will supply the road commission’s
share of improvements whick property owners
petition for and are willing to pay special as-
sessments to help finance.

About 10 miles of street a year have been
paved under that financing system in each of the
past five years, at a cumulative cost of some
$5.2 million.

‘The authorization to borrow is subject to ap-
proval from the state municipal finance com-
mission and the county board of commissioners.
The road commission says it plans no other bor-

“THOSE WHO aré already thrifty — like our-
selves — will suffer along with the extravagant as
the painful budget-cutting process goes forward,”
Murphy warned.

Just how tough are things likely to get?

Well, in praising the fuel savings that will result
from the county’s plan to burn trash for steam and
electricity, Murphy said an especially attractive

t of the plan is the guarantee of an energy
source “if fossil fuels are cut off or severely ra-
tioned in the future.”

A bleak prospect — but Murphy said the eounty
is already wincing from the federal budget-cutting.

A state Senate committee recently took action
that could lead to requiring the county to pick up
the Pontiac Silverdome’s annuat $800,000 subsidy.
It was cuts in Washington that led Lansing to the
move, Murphy said. The county will fight the pro-
posal, Murphy added.

MURPHY PROPOSED a serjes of moves
solidate control of'several county functions.

Children's institutions should be administered by
the county executive with the board of commission-
ers acting as policy-maker, Murphy said. The sys-
tem is currently administered by probate court.

The county lawyer should work for the executive
rather than the board, Murphy said, and the board
should set policy for the county hospital.

Hospital affairs are now run by the Board of In-
stitutions, with the work carried out by the Depart-
‘ment of Humart Services.

That department also reports to the board of
commisstoners. Murphy said this spawns a duplica-
tion of efforts caused by the department’s endeav-
ors to serve two masters.

to con-

COMMISSIONER Hubert Price Jr., D-Pontiac,
criticized some of Murphy's proposals. Price heads
the 114 member Democrauc side of the Republican-

Budget cuts hurt all, says Murphy
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