> =Y moral perspectives

Rev. Lioyd Buss

- .Some call them “God's daughters.” Others call
\ them “women,” “ladies,” or “girls.” Still others call
' them “dames,” “gals,” “chicks,” “dolls,” “cuties”
* or “broads” -
And then there are all those names that are used
- to describe how they relate to us. Like “mother,”
andmother” “sister,” “wife,” "

s daughters could use some help

1In southiern Africa, she is mt.nctad hy tradition
from plowing the land her late husband owned. She
is forced to wait until néighbors can do it for her
after they have finished their own. With men being
taken away from the villages to work in the mines
of South Africa, the women have to compete apenly

* wgirlfriend” and “aunt”
Many of the words used in private conversation
:are unfit for public use, although we tolerate
 “hore,” “prostitute,” “bitch,” “hussy,” “tramp”
* “mistress” and others because we beheve they are
. astripe above street talk.
: Regardless of the word we use to uianhfy them,
; God's daughters are having a difficult time.
1 IN LIMA, PERU, she has to get up at 3:30 am,,
! ride the bus for an hour and hawk fish in one of the
! city's central markets to support herself and her
i family. Every day she spends about $15 for fish to
i sell, so some days she makes nothing.
~ In the afternoon, she returns home to care for her

drinking and do without electricity, public sewers
and public education for her children. She livesina
.settlement created by the great migration to the
city, and there is little hope for any improvement in

husband and five children. She has to buy water for *

for any with the few mea that re}naim

IN KOREA she works for a United States-owned
company dipping electronic-units in sulphuric and
nitric acid. She wears boots and gloves, but they
sometimes leak and cause burns. When she became
sick because of the acid, the camp doctor told her

she had the flu and the company refused fo transfer .

her. She works for $2 a day in a country that re-
quires by its own government’s statistics, at least
$112 a month for basic living conditions, She makes.
products that we buy in the United States,

In metro-Detroit, she is served a notice of di-
vorce after her husband ers all the savings
and property to his name. She is told there is little
she can do about it and should be grateful for his
generous offer of a monthly stipend for five years.
His pension accumulated throughout the years of

" their marriage is not likely to help her.

She is a single parent working in a large corpo-
rate office where she notices some of her younger

there is any connecuon between her rejection of
her superior’s invitation to join him for cocktails
after work and her slow progress up the corporate
ladder. The fact that those who do gather for after-
work cocktails are among those rapidly promoted
makes her wonder.

. THE BIBLE is not a ready resource for redress.
Judaism and Christianity have a patriarchal heri-
tage, and it tends to ignore or sanction sexism. But
there Is 2 God-language of the Bible that tends to be
judgmental and destabilizing toward the existing
social order and its structures of power.

God takes the side of the poor, drowns the horse-
men of Pharoah and leads the children of Israel.
through the wilderness to the promised land. So it is
there in the Bible. A vision of the world where
peace and justice reign and no one takes advantage
of another.

Baut that will come about only as we arg able to
critique’ the way we function and identify the
'Wrongs we commit.

A place to start is with the words we use to de-
scribe those with whom we males share the powers
of life. Seeing them as God's daughters.may be the
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Chlirch Women United

welcome national leader -

Thelma Davidson Adair, recently
elected as president of Church Women
United in the United States, will be fea-
tured speaker for the ecumenical or-
ganization’s state assembly April 2-4 in
the First Presbyterian Church of Bir-
mingham, 1669 Maple.

Hammond talks
to Presbyterians

Dr. Charles A. Hammond of West La-
fayette, Ind., will speak to representa-
tives of more than 100 Presybterian
churches of southeastern Michigan at a
dinner meeting at 6 p.m. Sunday,
March 29 in the Southfield United Pres-
byterian Church, 21575 10 Mile, South-
field.

Moderator of the 192nd General As-
sembly of the United Preshyterian
Church in the U.S.A., Dr. Hubbard will
also preach at 11 a.m. March 29 in the
Southfield church. He will preach at
9:30 am. that day in Westminster

Dr. Admr former national yrslden!
of Black Presbyterians United; ruling
elder at Mt Morris Presbyterian
Church of New York City and professor.
of education at Queens College, will de-
hver the keéynote addrm at'2 pm .

-
She also will participate in a Panel
The

is “Peace Is Pos-
sible,” and the
program also will
include the honor-
ing of several
winners of special
CWU awards.
Patricia Brown
of Hemlock is
state president,
and  arrange-
ments for the as-
sembly ars
chaired by Be(ty

P4 S
Thelma Adair
‘Weber of Walled Lake and Phyllis le
mg of Drayton Plains. Local women

include
McCIure. Marian Feehan, Shirley Tm-
gle, Grace Fox, Florence Paden, Flor-
ence Hart, Virginia Humphrey, Faith
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