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& backgammon
Y’ Michael Kliolan

© CALCULATED RISKS

Suppose you were playing in a local
tournament. The score is 8- in an 11-
point matceh. The doubling cube is neu-
tral. You, playing white,rroll a 6-3.

t is your move?

~ It appears that there are several
good options: Move from the black 12
and white 10:to the white 7, thus form-
ing a prime; ‘move from black .12 to
white 7 with the 6 and hit and slot from
white 6 to white 3; run a checker out
from black 1, hitting black twice. -

LCertainly the last option is the

of the-American Backgammon Club

strongest sounding play. With three
checkers “up in the air,” white hopes to
blitz black and maghe score a gam-
mon. Many beginners would choose this
move, since it appeals to the greed of
one’s gaming nature to obliterate the
opponent. You were taught to hit at
every opportunity.

Hitting either checker is a mirage.
‘The small prime black has formed, and
the loose checkers should not be a con-
cern to white” for the moment. White
must concentrate on closing black out
of his home board, so the first option —

covering the 7 polnt — also cannot be
corrcet. Making the 7 polnt at this june-
ture is useless.

‘The final option — leaving a blot on
‘whitz 3 — I3 the only possible play.
Many ‘would faint at the thought of
Ieaving four open blots, but you bave to
remember that backgammon is 2 game
of continuous calculated risks.

Tte reasoning behind this move is
practical. White must close out black.
White must not let black have the 3
point — or any point — without a fight.
once black establishes a point, white
will lose sight of the gammon potential
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and could have trouble moving home.
Furthermore, even if black rolls a 3
and hits, white may still continue the
attack and hit black on the 4 point from
the bar.

Ejther way, white should be the
winrer (unless, of course, black rolls
doutle threes to save himself). The
odds are that with two checkers on the
bar and three points open, black has a
25 parcent chance of getting off the bar
with both checkers.

Also, the blots on the 7, 8 and 10
points are temporarily safe. With two
checkers on the bar, your opponeat vir-
tually cannot harm you (except for the
right double). With all these outer
board blots, there are 13 out of 36 com-
binations that will cover the blot on 3 if
not hit. White could easily hit and run
frtom the back any time, although
picking up additional checkers could be
hazardous in the bear-off.

Winning a potential two points at this
close score in a tournament is critical.
‘The imnportant thing is that, if black
suddenly establishes the 1 or 2 point,
white may double him out with the

cube. Either way, white is in command.
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Who will b‘e. the winners S

on Academy Award night?

It’s Oscar time — time when your

favorite mavies don't win Academy -

Awards and your least-favorite do. It's
hard to predict how members of the
‘academy will vote each year. Who
would have thought Rickard Dreyfuss
would win best actor in 1977, or
“Rocky” weald take best picture of
19762

The bottorn line is that the best per-
formances aren't always rewarded. Os-
car winners are usually determined by
a combination of past performances
and sentimentality, which is why John
Wayne won best actor in 1969 for
“True Grit”

At any rae, you're about to read it
here first. Here’s how Hollywood will
vote for this year’s Oscars;

Best song: “Fame,” “9 to 5,” “On the
Road Agaiz,” “Out Here On My Owe,”
“People Aloze”

Dolly Parton is big — er, popular —
right now, and she made a lasting im-
pression in ker sereen debut, so she'll
take home best-song honors for “9 to
5.” The therae from “Fame” peaked
early (a malady that will affect the out-
come in another category), which rules
out it and "Out Here On My Own
Again,” also from “Fame.”

Best scpporting actress: Eileen
Brennan, Eva LeGallienne, Cathy
Morlarty, Diana Scarwld, Mary Steen-
bergen

Veteran performer Eileen Brenman
(“Private Benjamin”) is the best-known
among the nominees, and she divides
her time between Broadway and Holly-
wood, which the movie people like. Be-
sides, she gave the best supporting per-
formance of the bunch, so Brennan is
the winner. Mary Steenbergen (“Melvin
and Howard”) and Cathy Moriarty
{“Raging Bull"} are both deserving, but
they're relative unknowns and sure to
repeat as nominees in years ahead.

Best supporting actor: Judd Hirsch,
Timothy Hutton, Michael O'Keefe,
Jason Robards, Joe Pescl

Timothy Hutton has two things going
for him: He gave a great performance
in “Ordinary People,” and his father,
actor Jim Hutton, died a couple of
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years ago. Even though Hutton is a
screen newcomer, he wins hands down.
Judd Hirseh, his co-star; may take a
few votes from Hutton, which could

" open the door Joe Pesci of “Raging
Bull,” but that's doubtful. Any other
year Pesci would have won. Jason Ro-
bards (“Melvin and Howard"), one of
the world's worst actors, should be sat-
isfied (and surprised) to have been
nominated, )

Best actress: Ellen Burstyn, Goldie
Hawn, Mary Tyler Moore, Gena Row-
lands, Sissy Spacek

Speaking of surprises, Eileen Bren-
nan's co-star from “Private Benja-
min," Goldie Hawn, will win in the big-
gest upset of the awards. The academy
usually votes in clusters (as yow'll see
later), so the Hawn-Breanan team will
walk away victorious. Favorite Sissy
Spacek (“Coal Miner's Daughter”) is
deserving of the prize, but it seems like
her film has been out for at least two
years, which may explain why its di-
rector, Michael Apted, didn't even get a
nomination- as best director. Mary
Tyler Moore (“Ordinary People”) —
real-life son died, divorced from Graat
Tinker — stands a chance, but it's only
tarely that the academy rewards
screen newcomers. Burstyn (“Resur-
rection”) and Rowlands (“Gloria") are
two of the country’s best actresses, but
their films weren't that well received,
and this just isn't their year.

Best actor: Robert De Niro, Robert
Davall, John Hort, Jack Lemmon, Pe-
ter 0'Toole

First of all, no one is sure what John
Hurt (“The Elephant Man") looks like,
so he's out of the running. No one saw
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Robert Duvall's film, “The Great San-
tini,” and Jack Lemmon (“Tribute")
was an afterthought (got to have five
nominees). Which leaves O'Toole (“The:
Stunt Man") and De Niro (“Raging
Bull"). Hollywood loves reformed al<
cholics, but De Niro wins, and here the
sweeps begins. o

Best director: David Lynck, Roman
Polanski, Robert Redford, Richard
Rush, Martin Scorsese 1

Redford could upset Scorsese, but
that's unlikely. “Ordinary People” was
a performers’ picture, not a director’s
picture. “Raging Bull” was both. Thosd
unpredictable Californians could give
the nod to Roman Polanski (“Tess"f
just to see if he'd risk arrest to pick ug
his prize; but that's also unlikely. As for
Richard Rush, his “Stunt Man" was &
very good film, but he has made toq
many bad films in the past to be held
responsible. David Lynch (“The Ele®
phant Man”} is the dark horse.

Best picture: “Coal Miner's Daughi
ter,” “Elephant Map,” “Ordinary Peo;
ple,” “Raging Bull,” “Tess" 3

Everyone raves about “Ordinary
People,” but a family-drama (“Krameg
vs. Kramer”) won the Oscar last year;
and the academy is not likely to repeaf
itself. Again, “Coal Miner’s Daughter’}
has been around too long, and its direc:
tor wasn't even nominated for an
award. “Tess” is the controversial en,
try, but its greatest detraction may be
that it hasn't been out long enough. “EI;
ephant Man,” like its director, is the
dark horse. But obviously the winner i§
“Raging Bull, " which, by this point;
will be on a winning rampage. H
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> Orchard Mall, Maple & Orchard Lk Rd
- West Bloomfield 851-8952
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> KIDS WANTED!! RACKHAM SYMPHONY CHOIR -
> STAFFORD'S KIDS CABARET IN CONCERT Bt >
- Every Saturday & Sunday N ) .

A music spectacular of 100 voices znd 7,000 Pipe Organ 2360 Rochegter Court

HE MAGICIAN, VENTRILOQUISM P 0" Ve S
A ot Lurcha Snt FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 1981 8 p.m. R
|- Ideal For Birthday Parties. Free B'day Cake. METROPOLITAN METHODIST CHURCH at Ten Mile Rd.
Reservations 851-8952 8000 WOODWARD, DETROIT 875-7407 Hills, 476-6333

LIGHTED FREE PARKING ADJACENT TO CHURCH"
FUNDEDIN PART BY MICHIGAN COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS.

*SEA SHELL
RESTAURANT
z - [
a8 OFF ANY DINNER |
F2 WHEN A SECOND IS PURCHASED |
OF EQUAL OR GREATER VALUE |
T neny | Donoociewesiatiian 2
3 *BUSINESS LUNCHES « DINNERS + COCKTAILS
FRESH SEAFOOD & CHOICE MEAT DISHES
MON. THRU FRL LUNCH & DINNER-SAT. DINNERS ONLY FROM § p.m.

i JmsioNR  888.1258

JUST M. OF 15 MILE
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It's an extraordinary
entree served for two.
Acenter cut of beef
Jtenderloin amid a
bauquetiere of
vegetables, Sauce

Bearnaise. Carved
at vour table.
H , But like a
. vintage wine,
X Since 1930 . Owéfubri.md
'WHERE DINING IS AN EXPERIENCE eap
At isat its best
Food o Avadae
. , cinfoadito ) when shared.
it our Main Dining Room,
et ory & Boeiul At Works P
. | Getaled Attention 10 CARRY-OUT SERVKE i
sSoectigasean mprmaCAYOL NORTHEILD HILTON
Houre: 1 00 raoha Rd ar 175
Sun & Holkdays 12-10 pm Tron. Michigan 38098
858N, Woodward, near Oak St. Bimingham | 13B79-2100
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) Axles also

offers exquisite
steaks, chops &
- seafoods.

i Have your meals expertly
prepared by our Chefs at
your table {by request)
Super Happy Hear!  —
Moo.-Fri. SPM.-7TPM;
2for1
Continuous Entertainment
from Noon ¢il 2 AM.
Businessmens Lunches
_during the week,
Professional Carering 8
for your Private
> Parties and Banquets.|

20401 W. 8 Mile (3 blks. West of Evergreen)
FOR RE;ERVATIONS_CAI,L 338-1970
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Cliff Gracey
Now Appearing
Wed, & Thurs. 7-11:30 pm

Fri. & Sat. §-12:30 am

WEST BLOOMFIELD
6066 West Maple, 851-8880
Pub Menu Available

Dean Rutledge
Now Appearing
Wed. & Thurs, 8:12 pm
Fei. & Sat. 9-1am
ROCHESTER
2601 Rochester Road, 852.8330
Pub Menu Available

Served Saturdays and Sundays
11 am - 3 pm (Full menu also available)

Scrambled Eggs Meriwether
and Salad $4.75

Scallops St. Jacques
. and Spinach Salad $5.75

Eggs Benedict and
Spinach Salad $4.95

Eggs Florentine and
Green Salad  $4.95

Meriwether’s.

Telegraph near 10 Van Dyke near 13
Southfield Warren

3584950 574-9670

Ciosec Moritays

“"Reservations Accepted

DID YOU KNOW

Moy’

Was Michigan’s first Japanese Teppan
Steak House? Watch your dinner
prepared before your eyes on Iron grill.

16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA

presin

A Comedy
directed by
Jimmy Launce

=

427-3171

Ample Valet Parking. B

Mini-Vacations. Minutes Away.

Need to get away from it all?
And SAVE GAS, jump into
your car and drive te the
Northfield Hilton for a super
weekend fling at an un-super
little price. Go ahead - spoil
yourself. You deserve it.

UNIWINDERE

* Luxurious room
* Cocktail in Hurley's,
our contemporary lounge
with nightly entertainment
and dancing on a stainless
steel dance floor

* All-season indoor pool

* Saunas

« Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Warks {or room
service)

» Frea parking

- $37.81 per person,
‘double accupancy

HONEYMOONING

* Luxurious room

- Battle of champagne
- Entertainment and
dancing in Hurley's

* Indoor pool and saunas

Leisurely breakfast in

Wicker Warks {or room

service)
- Free parking
+ 870 per couple

Tips and taxes are included!
Call 879-2100 for color

brachures on our
Unwinder and Honey-
moaning packages.

NORTHFIELD HILTON

5500 CrocksRd.at 175 -

Troy, Michigan 48098
(31318792100
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