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ITS RECENT successes have made major news.
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in the Michigan Ci
. I(’s not written into any law, it wasn't created by
2 executive order, and it's not in any citizens guide to
+ government.
{1t defies the rule of civics which splits govern-
-.ment into separate branches.
-:  It's referred to as “the leadership” or the “gover-
" nor and the Quadrant.”
E; In Deécember, the governor and the Quadrant .
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* torsto place it on 1l May 19 ballot.
In 1976 it reorg: the Southeastern Michigan
- Transportation Authority.
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¢ workings of the group. Its bypassing of standard days, graduation, Easter. any time. To wear at thelr neck, thelr fingers,
» operating procedure offends some lawmakers. thelr ears, thelr kapel. They're a uxury; they're an Investment. They're
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Robert VanderLaan, Republican of Kentwood, and save, now through Apiii . And remember Hudson's accepts all
- Senate minority leader. VanderLaan, 50, was previ- diamonds for trade-In. Selections will vary by store, in Fine Jewelry.
ously a high school teacher, part-time college in-
.. structor and township official.

Bobby; D. Crim, Democrat of Davison, speaker of
the House of Representatives. Crim, 49, is a former

teacher and school administrator. [ o,
' William R. Bryant Jr., Republican of Grosse que 33 A)
Pointe Farms, House minority leader. Bryant, 42,
is an attorney and former Wayne County comrais- Save on a lustrous collection of preclous stone jewelry like these
1, Stoner. beautiful pleces. But hurry, they won't last long at 3
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THE QUADRANT was born about 1972, Faust

recailed. i

 Since that time, it has become almost an opera- n

ting necessity because the Republican governor

- found himself dealing with a Democratic Senate af-

! ter 1974. (The House has bad a Democratic majori- b

. tysince 1968.) g
* Why is the governor-Quadrant so potent?

According to Sen. Doug Ross, D-Oak Park, a for-
mer Michigan Citizens Lobby leader: “It has the
ability to start a proposal which has the power to
force people to deal with it. (In the Senate) we all
have our own proposals. There are maybe 20 pro-
posals dealing with the property tax.”

In effect, the governor-Quadrant team sorts
through the existing ideas andl synthesizes a com-
promise with enough big-name support to get ev-
eryone's attention.

Ross finds the situation in Lansing one of grow-
‘ing openness (Open Meetings and Freedom of Infor-
mation acts were passed in the 1970s) and public
interest in the machinationg of government.

The governor-Quadrant, however, operates as a
closed group, insulated from interest groups and
able to deal with partisan splits, Ross said. Mem-
bers can pound the table and cuss freely.

FAUST DENIES that other lawmakers are cut
out of decision-making.
“The decision-making is in the hands of the rep-

resentatives,” Faust said last week, only minutes . N R - i . .
.after the Senate approved placing the tax plan on Photos eniarged to show detal
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