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Masada

A desert mountam ‘shines at the Dead Sea

* By Iris Sanderson Jones
speclal writer

The name Masada will dominate your television
screen during the next week, The legendary desert
mountain, on the Israeli side of the Dead Sea, will
be the subject of an ABC-TV mini-series April 5-8,

starring Peter O'Toole, Peter Strauss and Anthony -

Quayle.

Masada is the Hehnew word for fortress, King
Herod built a fortress, palace and huge water cist-
erns on this desolate mountain top during the first
century B.C., and 960 Jewish men, women and chil-
dren defended it to their death against the Romans
100 years later.

‘That three-year siege, and the story of those 960
defenders who chose death over capture, is the sub-
ject of the ABC novel-for-television entitled Masa-
da. The mini-series was actually filmed more than
a year ago but was withheld from television so that
viewers would not compare it with the mass sui-
cides in Jonestown, Guyana, in 1978,

The saga of Masada is a good example of the
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On the road
through desert

Scenes of the desert on the way from Beersheba
to Masada:

® A group of young soldiers in training race
-across the desert to the road, and beyond to the,

:army encampment clustered under a few trees.

‘Two young Bedouin women with two small

children leading donkeys approach the road.
Bedouin farm buildings and tents are scattered
across the dry hills beyond. We see a tractor, a
camel and a herd of sheep on a small ranch near
the road. There are 32,000 Bedouins, in four tribes,
here in the Negev.

*® A woman in light robes, with a black velvet
shawl over her head and shoulders, carries a child
in her left arm as she leads a donkey down the hill.

© A young shepberd girl leads sheep through a
dry gulley. Another leads a second flock of sheep
across 2 hill. The Bedouins know where to find the
water holes; they back up the water that gathers in
the wadis during winter rains.

© Two men on horseback. Tin shacks atop a hill.
Sheep eating the sagebrush growing scantily on
rocky sand. A Bedouin school.

® A distant mound that is Tel Arad. A tel isa
mound of desert sand covering an old settlement,

It doesn’t sound like a part
of the earth that has much
to offer, so tourists are
Ppleasantly surprised at
what they find there.

unexpected riches to be mined in the desolate red
sandstone land beside the Dead Sea. Tourists are
often surprised by the interesting travel experience
available in this area.

The 50-mile-long Dead Sea, which is fed by the
Jordan River and the Sea of Galile2 to the north, is
1,300 feet below sea level, making it the lowest
point on earth. Crystal white islands of salt float in

" the clear blue water between the desert mountains

on the Jordanian side apd the equally barren red
desert mountains on the eastern side.

It doesn't sound like a part of the earth that has

"much to offer, so tourists are pleasantly surprised

at what they find there. Just beyond the northern
end of the sea, its streets lined with fruit stands, is
the oasis city of Jericho, which i claimed to be the
oldest-inhabited city in the world.

Going south, you pass Qumran, where the Es-
senes hid the Dead Sea Scrolls in a cave full of
pottery jars 2000 years ago; today they are trea-
sures displayed in "the Shrine of the book in
Jerusalem.

Half- way down the eastern shore, a spring-fed
area at En Gedi greens the desert. Here you can
stay in a kibbutz guest house and swim, with no
fear of sinking, in the 33 percent salinity of the
Dead Sea.

At the shallow southern end of the sea, past a
cluster of spa hotels, the Dead Sea Museura shows
you how the potash industry bas been deve'loped at
the Dead Sea Works.

On the Dead Sea Road, half way between the
Dead Sea Works and En Gedi, the desert rises in
wind-shaped gargoyles of sand to the desert moun-
tains around Masada. Tourist buscs wind up the ris-
ing road, past outlines of ancient Roman encamp-
ments, to the cable car which carries passengers to
the top.

From the bottom of the mountain, Masada
makes a sculpted red sansdstone shape against the
blue desert sky. A narrow winding trail, which the
hardy oftén hike up at sunrise, winds up the side of
the mountain. If you did not know otherwise, you
could easily believe this was a flat-topped mesa in
Utah.

From here, there is very little sign of the mas-
sive construction project King Herod created
above, one of many such palaces and fortresses he
built around ancient Judea. He never actually lived
in this place, but it was there in ail its glory if he
needed it.

From the top, you can look down on the outlines
of 2000-year-cld Roman encamprients, only recent-
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the dream of This was,
first mentioned 3700 years ago in Eggptian records.

© Camel wool tents on a hilltop, with a group of
camels nearby.

# The road rising suddenly into the modern
Israeli city of Arad. Young people wear blue jeans
and shirts as they move between modern
apartment buildings.

As we mount the hill at Arad, which has four
four-star hotels, we see more desert hills runmng
steeply downhill towards the Dead Sea. That is the
way all this land looked until Arad was built 18
years ago.

© Weare 1,800 feet above sea level as we start.
down the road that will take'us to 1,300 feet below
sea level at the Dead Sea. We can go along the
coast to Masada or inland 22 miles the way the
Romans did.

This Judean desert wears a green carpet only in
winter, when the tiny ration of rain falls — two
inches a year. The closer we get to the Dead Sea,
the more the wadis form dry mini-canyons.

® We pass the sea level sign as a view of the
Dead Sea opens in blue mist below us. Ata
panoramic overlock, we see down past the village
of Shefach Zohar and 2 landseape of folded gullies

the sea. ~

® At the Dead Sea Museum we meet Shlomo
Drori, who has a dream. His dream is to complete
the project already approved but not funted, which
will open an $8 million tunnel from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea. The Dead See
is evaporating faster than it is refilling, because so
much water is being diverted from the Sea of
Galilee and the Jordan River to irrigation projects.

® Finally, a pillar of salt, which travel guides
will cheerfully tell you is Lot's wife.

ly
and those encampments are the settings in which
the television drama is placed.

The Romans had conquered Judea more than a
century before. Eventually the Judean people re-
volted. The Romans had destroyed the Second Tem-
ple in Jerusalem and driven the last remaining reb-
els to the mountain fortress at Masada when the
siege began. -

For three years the Jews held out against Roman
bombardment. When defeat became inevitable,
they chose to kill themselves rather than become
Roman slaves. The Jews destroyed everything ex-
cept their food supply, to show the Romans they did
not die because of starvation.

‘The ruins of Masada are still very visible on the
summit. Israeli children visit Masada as part of
their school curriculum. Certain units of tte Israel
Defense Forces hold their searing-in ceremonies
here.

From the top, you can also see the desert and the
Dead Sea spreading away to morth and south.
Across the sea are the Moab Mountains of Jordan,
from which Moses first saw the promised land.

For information on visiting the Dead Sea area,
contact the Isreali Government Tourist Office at 5
S. Wabash Ave., No. 1402, Chicago, IL 60603.
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ABOVE! The summit
of Masgda is reached

ABOVE: The
mineral and
chemical
properties of the
Dead Sea form
shapes on the
shore.

Thursday, April 3, 1981

LEFT: Masada is
located about 90
minutes’ drive
from Jerusalem
and 22 hours
from Tel Aviv.
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A QUALITY TOUR FOR A SELECT FEW

(Seventeen Days)
July 10-26

ENGLAND + FRANCE » LUXEMBOURG +

GERMANY

SWITZERLAND « LIECHTENSTEIN » AUSTRIA

$2 197 00 from Detroit
Inctudes: Transporeation (air & land). Hotel (First Class),
Dinners), Gratuities.
Limised to firss 10 applicants

Meals (Eu;\kf:ms &

Dr. Samuel F. Stout, Tour Guide

Minister, Franklin Community Church
32473 Notmandy Road
Franklin, Michigan 48025
626-2614 (Day & Evening)

6266606 (Day)

7 DAYS 3 2900*

Fly round trip. Make a dream come
true for your entire family. Stay at a
lovely hotel. Close to Disney World.
Your kids ¢an fly round trip for
$182.00 and we ‘include an extra
bonus: Kids stay FREE at the hotel.
Includes car rental, air fare, hotel - All
per person.
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Brochure on Regquest

A VACATION WORLD
ALL IN ONE PLACE

ENTERTAINMENT top bands,
live shows, danciny
SIGHTSEEING Island cruises,
tours, picnics
FUN FOR CHILDREN organized
programme, fully supervised
RELAXING tennis, goll,
water-skiing, volley ball,
fazing in the poolside sun
FISHING boat rentals,
guides, bait, contests

5 Day Packages

won $210
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And Great Weekends
ONLY 350 MILES FROM DETROIT
200 premium o U, fends untl Aont 15,1981
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
AND COLOUR BROCHURE
Write to DELAWANA INN
HONEY HARBOUR, Box E




