Wlll transfer change salve Rice

+ By Dennls 0'Connor lf approved by the council, princi-  equity of rules,” Pendracki added, “and  out-of-state teams), Norton .said. “I
‘statfwriter - pals from all high schools will vote on that was the most bethersome thing for  don't want to be separate frbm you.
; changing the current MHSAA transfer all athletic directors in Oakland Coun- “There are inequities,”- Norton ad-
+  For weeks, a group tri-county athlet- myle, ) » mitted. “There's no doubt about that.

+ic directors pondered solutions to the

.prcb]em of an ‘unfair advantage® en-

ijoyed by private schools over public

+ sehools in athletics,

: Now they've come up with some-
« thing — a recommendation to change a
tran:fer rule.

- The recommendation, approved by a

‘ 30—5 vote at| the athletic directors’
mnnthly meehug last Thursday at

: Dominico’s Restaurant in Berkley, says

« fhat high school students who transfer

+ from one school to another be ineligible

¢Irom athletic competition for one cal-

tgndar year, if they don't actually move

. into the'new school attendance bounda-

2

! Currently, most students may trans-

The whole process could take more
than a year.

" “ON THE SURFACE, I think it's a
good move,” said Carl Lemle, athletic
director for Birmingham's public
schoals, concerning the trans!er recom-
mendation.

“I do think the big controversy be-
tween - Brother Rice and the public
schools came when three athletes who
were all-star players at other schools
went to Brother Rice the next year —
and it was perfectly legal under Michi-
gan High School Athletic Association

“Eul I think this transfer rule that
the committee came up with will belp

Many athletic dinsotors said if Rice
was forced out of the MHSAA tourna-
ments, it would seek compétition out-
state. And this would force Rice to at-
tract or recruit move student-athletes
— making its program even stronger.

“I'm not against Brother Rice having
a stronger program,” Pendracki said.
“I hope they-get stronger and stronger.
What I'm saying is that no ong's done
anything about the equity of rules.”

* BILL NORTON, Rice’s athletic di-
rector and head bas'retball coach, said
he felt “ettacked” by Pendracki at the
meeting.

He wants to schecule local competi-
tion and not seek out-of-state oppo-

And if you try to squeeze us, then we're
going to have to look at our other alter-
natived and squeeze hack. I don't wanl
to do that

Jack Cotlon, Farmington pubh(
schools athletic director, agreed with
Pendracki.

“My job as an athletic director is tc
ensure that my schools have equitable
competition, and they (Rice) do have
leg up and I know that,” Cotton-said.

“If I want to get a football game, I'll
call you (pomﬁng to a public schoo!
athletic director), not Bill {(Norton)
That's been my administrative style
for 30 years, and I won't change thai
now.”
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" The decision culminated three, two-
hour sessions by a 10-member commit-
t‘tee investigating problems between
bubhc and private schools,

dance-boundary and transfer problems
with the private schools. In fact, many
public schools have refused to schedule
Brother Rice and other private schools.

Rice's football team has three out-of-
state non-league game's next season
because of in-state scheduling prob-
lems. :

listed in the current MHSAA transfer
rule.

The scheduling boycott, unofficial it
nature, still exists with many schools ic

N . “1 nally saw a lot of changesin - “I “don't want to do that (schedule Oakland County.
u&ﬁlgﬁﬁ? ;:;:‘g:;;l’;“:::e atmude from d:edpu:JI:c ,sectm' and u:e
tor and a.lot of toll

+"an unfair advantage because they draw
. student-athletes from all over the
. state.

: BIRMINGHAM BROTHER RICE,
‘an  athletically-successful private
school, has been the center of this prob-
lem.

, Other committee concerns included
“possible attendance boundaries for pri-
vate schools, separate state tourna-
‘ments for public and private schools
2and the formation of an ethics commit-
Jee to investigate alledged athletic-rule
wiolations.

2 Nothing was recommended on the
-other concerns. The committee said the
these solutions were not feasible.

. The recommendation now goes to the
-Representative Council of Michigan
High School Athletic Association
IMHSAA) for consideration.
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veloped,” said Norm Quinn, chairman
of the committee and athletic director
for Bloomfield Hills public schools,

“There was more understanding on
both sides and that's what it's all
about.”

ONE PERSON who wished more
was done about the alleged inequitities
was Carl Pendracki, athletic direcfor
at Birmingham Groves. In fact, Pen-
dracki was the only athletic director
who supported separate state wnma-
ments at this meeting.

“It seems to me that it was the
charge of the committee to look into
the unfair advantages of the: private
schoels over the public schools,” Pen-
dracki said at the luncheon.

“And other than a change the trans-
fer rule, I see nothing here that will
change anything.

“I don't see any significant change in
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