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So what happens now to Denny McLain?
What happens to the Tigers?
What happens to baseball?
The developments of the past week have rocked
our national pastime more than anything else gince,
perhaps, the Black Sox (Chicago White Sox) scandal
over 50 years ago. '
Baseball, of course, bounced back. So did the
Chisox. The players involved for the most part suf-
fered heavily. Few played again....in the majors.
" "1t's to be hoped that again baseball will show its
might, although we now have radio® and television ~
and the Jumbo Jet which spreads the McLain story
faster than anything that efisted when the Black Sox
rumpus evolved. ~
There’s no question the Tigers will suffer with-
out McLain. You can't take away their best pitch-
er...perhaps, the best pitcher in present baseball,
without difficulties setting im. R
Besides, the impact of what's transpired in the
McLain case undoubtedly will jolt the team tremen-
dously....at least in the immediate future.
AND, DENNY? :
1 frankly feel sorry for the %:ly. 1 can't say. I
knew Denny that well: But we have known each
other well enough so that we chatted many a time
before a Tiger game in the clubhouse as he sat there
alongside his old pal from Livonia, Joe Sparma.
Sparma, like McLain, won't be around the Tiger
clubhouse this seasoh. Sparma’s story is different.
He's been traded to Montreal after some l‘ean' days
i

with the Tigers. ] b

As for McLain, well, in my book it's the old
story of a young man being ‘fnisdlrected..“and some-
body taking advantage of him. :

Sure, you can say anybody who's over 21...and
Il)ienny is...should know better. But tha?s not the way
life is. :
There are those! when just 18 who can handle
personal situations far better than a 25 or a 35-year-
old. We've all known such cases. o

Denny has been just too nice a guy from every-
thing I've heard about him. And, that's a major rea-
son why he’s in the jam he Is in today.

He obviously did what he shouldn’t have...if the

issued by ball C Bowie

Kuhn was accurate: Kuhn delivered his indefinite
suspension ruling, based on what McLain said, and
not what the Commissioner read in a magazine or
the newspapers.

There's this to be said, too: under the 1aw of the
land. one is innocent until proved otherwise:

Lets capitalize the word *'PROVED.”

NOBODY HAS PROVED anything yet in the

fcourls about what Denny did. So, if’s to be welcomed
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that the Commissioner inserted “indefinite”” into his
sentence against McLain. .

This could mean a matter of weeks, a year, two
years...for life....as far as McLain’s suspension is
concerned. :

Hopefully, it won’t be permanent, but; every-
body I've talked to figures that it'll be at least for a
year. :
Meantime, there’s little else for McLain to say
‘than: “I'm sorry.” N P

All of us have heard that before, especially-those
of us with youngsters in the househotd. H

The kids pull off what they shouldn’t....and when
Jectured or spanked, they retaliate: “‘I'm sol A

But, maybe there'd be less need for the' kids to
get themselves into such situations, if, in 'rﬂany' in-
stances, adults didn't take advantage of them.

1 sit here and think about the cruel
“swoop in on our standout schoolboy athl
many times have I noted in this cslumn ho -
“ers of sandlot baseball teams have literally tricked
preps into accepting awards contrary to the state
-schoolboy rules. O

You have situations in many of our college re-
.cruiting programs. There are regulations set by a
,lrgggue like the Big Ten or even the overlooking

AA.

le who
s. How

Yet, in desperation to get a certain standout, a
* college goes beyond the rules...goes under the table,
as it were, in dishing out special considerations.

Do you call this good and the right ‘approach?
Certainty, it isn't. In the long run, a lot of people suf-

er.

S0, NOW WE GET BACK to Denny McLain.

He was too smart for his own good, obviously.
People with ill motives in mind could see that. So
they pounced upon Denny.

Where does all the fauit lie?

1t could be in our system of ion! It could
be in the way we as parents treat our ybngsters.
The way we handle them.

Goodness knows; we tend to spoil them|rotten at
times. We try to be too nice. N

Hopetully, the doors of baseball.will
again soon for McLain. i

And when they do, I'll bet you that Denny will
be a different guy. He'll have learned the hard way
how to handle himself financially....how to treat peo-
ple....how not to fall to the whims of so-called good-
natured guys who have madness in their hearts.

In the meantime, that corner in the Tiger club-
house where Denny and Joe Sparma used to sit side
by side won't be the same any more.

And maybe the Tigers won’t be the same either.

meg up

It’s Official!
- West Repeats

As Cage

Qnce more it's Garden City
West, the champs of the Tri
River Le: in basketball.

A year‘ago West won the
layrels with a 13-1 crown. Now
with a game left on Friday
night, they've locked up the
196970 flag with a 13-0 confer-
ence mark.

Overall, West is 150 for the
season, one of Michigan's few
perfect Class A teams.

A fourth perlod rush won for
West, 7460, over Crestwood
and settled the league title.

It marked the 19th straight
win over two seasons for West
in regular-season action.In the
period, the only loss came in
the 1969 state regionals.

CRESTWOOD CAUSED
West more problems than the
Garden City cagers expécted.

It was 4441 for Crestwood
late in_the third period and the
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RU To Host
Suburban 6
Swim Meet

The Suburban Six League
swimming meet is. scheduled
Thursday and Friday, March 5
and 6 in the Redford Union
High School Pool, according to
Howard A, Kraft, RU Athletic
Director.

Preliminaries are set for
Thursday afternoon, with div-
ing scheduled to begin at 1
p.m. and swimming events to

in at 4 p.m. The final com-
petition will start Friday eve-
ning at 7:30 p.m.

“It's going to be a very

close meet between Trenton,
Allen Park, and Plymouth,”
Kraft predicted.
, Admission will be 50 cents
for students and 75 cents for
adults in qualifying session and
$1 and $1.25 at the champion-
ship finals.

1-2 Punch Fails
For Schoolcraft

Auburn Hills tumed ina 97- -

91 basketball victory over
Schoolcraft Coliege.

The one-two punch of Tom
Carron and Hopkins wasn't

enough for Schooleraft. Carron
had 39 points and Hopkins 24.

King

teams were tied at 46-46.going
into the final quarter. )

Then with the chips down,
West proved why it's a champ.
A 28-14 uprising in the last pe-
riod left Crestwood gasping for
air at the finish. H

While Dennis Leszynski
drilled in 12 points in the final
eight minutes, Rick. Drewitz
gave West domination off both
the offensive and defensive
boards to turn the tide. '

Leszynski, plagued by early
foul trouble, had 20 points
while Drewitz again took indi-
vidual honors with 33! aleng
with 21 rebounds.” |

Drewitz had the hot hand in
the first half when West took a
3531 lead. But West fell back
in the third period as Dan Rus-
seau paced Crewstwood. He
finished with 23 points. :

Borgess ‘

Team Bows
In Runaway

Bishop Borgess’ basketball
team was no mateh for De-
LaSalle in a non-league game
Friday as DeLaSalle stormed
to 3 94-62 victory. I

i

DeLaSalle took a 2313 lead
after one quarter, made it 48-
SSFQ the half and coasted in.

Ray Sobocinski_scored 18
points and Mark Quay 14 for
the losers. John Bernard had
27'for the winners. |

‘Hot’ Wa};'ne

Blitz Nip
Churchill

It was a case of hot shooting
against cool shooting as Wayne
High's basketball team romped
past Churchill, 76-46. '

The winners fired-‘ém in at
2 clip of 45% from the field.
Churchill managed to make
oaly 2% of its attempts.

Wayne rolled to a 239 lead |

in the first quarter, led by a
36-16 score at the half and 49-33
margin at the three quarter
marker.

i Merrill Collins and Jim
Green had 15’ points each for
Wayne. Collins notched 12 of
his points in the first quarter.

" Bruce Van Wagoner.had nine
points and Pat Welch ight for
Churchill.

I w70
1 DODGE DART
E $50 Dowk

$.7936  per morer
for 36 months
Full price 32326.48, inctuding
all taxes snd 1970 ‘License
Plates. Beand newl . Never
Oriven! Financed at 6% with x
actual anausl cate of 11.08%.
Just Cal!
421-5700 | »
we'll coma to your home

3FCRESTWOOD:
DODGE !

32850 Ford Road
Garden City
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GUYS ONLY...

GOT ACNE?

PROBLEM COMPLEXION?

SEE US ON ~

MEN'S NIGHT §= ™
Free V2-Hour Complexion
Care Treatment
THURSDAYS 5 fo 9 p.m.
GUYS ONLY
.

MERLE NORMAN COSMETIC STUDIO

MYMOUTH @ 4354110
Closed Sunday and Menday

595 FOREST @
Qpen 10 am. to 6 P

Save up fo ;

60"
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PROTECT YOUR HOME AND
'LOVED ONES WITH AMERICAN'S

“SECURITY” ACCESSORIES!

AJAX: RITELITE

OUTDOOR
LIGHT CONTROL

Tuens outdoor lights on ot
dusk, off at dawn....
‘automatically.

Works in porch or post lights.
No special Installation. Just
screw bulb into Rite-lite and
scraw RiteLite into bulb re-
captacle. Works avtomatically.

5625

LOCKS WITH KEY

CHAIN
DOR-LOC

Profects you' when home
+ . . your home when you
are away. You lock chain
when leaving, unlock

~

AJAX INDOOR

RITE-LITE
LIGHT CONTROL

\Safeguard home of busi-
iness while you ars away.
Automatically turns lights
on at dusk, off at dawn.
Burglars think someone is
s there, No special
{instaflation . .
| Hlamp into Ri

COIL KING -

CHAIN®
DOOR GUARD

. coils up auto-
. Hardened ‘steel
a . cannot bé cut.
Positive night lock.

without key. Secret burg-
far-proof catch,

only s 3 98

. just plug
ite.

AJAX DOOR KNOB

CHAIN DOOR
GUARD

Protects your home or
business for so- little
. easy to install!

Fits over any door knob. Ex-
tra strong, easy fo install
8rass_plated steel chain slips
over knob on inside of door.

$‘| 05

AJAX SNAP-ON

WIND-O-LOK
for Metal Windows

P&Sitive. locking prevents
accidents)  opening
children. Snap on installa-
tion can't be forced. Lyts
you ventilate with secur-
protects
opening.

only

ity ... vet
2gainst forced

VALE PORTABLE

TRAVELOK

: for Home or Away

NOW THAT YOUR HOME
IS SAFE . . . LET'S

FIX IT_UP!

Visit our complete

. Uss on doors, drawers,
cabinets. Teke it with you

" on o trip. For hotel, mo- .
2 e mace, oo | LUMBER DEPT.
e D avor cabh Also @ Paints
net. Fits purse or pocket. ® Plumbing @ Tools
' ® Electrical Supplies
® Fireplaces

® Garden Center
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Our Farmers Almanac says, “Time to
give Mother Nature a hand!”

New Fertilizer! New Polyform Process!

NEW! SUPER R
~ TURF BUILDER
sMf)00
NOW!
SAVE M i
S,OOOth.'F\‘.Bag |

Reg. $7.95, NOW sa.9sSAVE SIOO K
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HALTS PLUS
SAVE

3200

X . Fi. Bag .
Reg $14.95, NOW $12.95
PRICED LESS THAN
IN 1964 :

FREE!
FARMERS |
ALMANAC.

Just for
the asking!

GET ONE
TODAY!

Spread fertilizer
over the snow and
fet it melt int

Our Almanac says
you'll see the big
difference!

2500 SQ. FT. SIZE
3 VARIETIES IN STOCK &

Yook oAk Aok

You'll love shopping American style

 HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO.
31245 EIGHT MILE ROAD at MERRIMAN in LIVONIA
Phone 476-6240 or 5372645 # Lots of Free Parking .

FeA AR AR AR AR

American

Open Dally, 8-6
Sat, 8-5:30, Sun. 104

[
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