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by DENNIS L. PAJOT

If vou're among the five in
100 the computer selects for a
nationwide sampling during
this year's decennial census.
the head of vour household will
be asked:

-*....been married more
than once?”

It's mandatory
question be answered.

Elaborate precautions have
been taken by the U.S. Census
Bureau to prevenl anyone tell-
mg how s answered. how-

that the

1 the present spouse doesn't
know. and vou don’t want it
known. voud hest leave the
question blank until everything
else is filled out and vou have
some privicy.

OBSERVER NEWSPAPERS
this week obtained a copy of
the Tong-form questionnaire
that will be mailed 10 57 of
households selected at random
by computers. Included also
were the fewer questions of a
15 sampling

Four out of five households
will be asked only a minimum
of questions, requiring about 15
minutes to fill out. This news-
paper gave an account of the
short form in its Dec. 7. 1969
issue.

About 45 minutes will be
required by those on the 5%
sampling list. Maybe 30 min-
utes will be required for the
15" sampling form.

John Siviter. task force
director for the “Livonia cen-
sus district.” which includes
all of 0h<(nerland supplied
the long form information last
week shortly after moving into
district offices at 12390 Inkster
Road

A SKELETON CREW of ad-
ministrative assistants is al-
ready at work. testing and in-
terviewing persons who have
applied for the 130 jobs that
will be available between now
and completion of the census
taking work sometime in late
May or June. About 250 appli-
cations have been received.
More are invited. said Siviter.

lmn form in the mait.

Siviter or a member of his
taff. fresh {rom crash instruc-
tion courses themselves, will
guide you through the very
specific triining needed. Pre-
vious experierice is not re-
quired

ON HIS STAFF now are his
office supervisor, Carol Pha-
neuf of Redford Township:
three permanent clerks, Pat
Violante. Norma Sawyer and
Lois Downs: and a permanent
supply clerk, Dale Ball. Others
will be added for various dura-
tiens al the necessary-time in
the processing

About 330 of those hired will
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ensus Bureau
eep Your S

ROWS OF FILES are mode of cardboord, and a"erwqrds the census workers

will use them as mailing cartons. Mrs. Lois Downs sits at o c

desk. (Observer photo)

rooms to ask questions. Most
of their work will be scanning
forms submitted by the house-
holders and compiling statis-
tics from them.

All except special ocations,
such as hospitals, hotels, mo-
tels and “flophouses’ will be
reached first and — hopefully ~
solely by mail. said Siviter.
Only if the forms are returned

The law also requires each
respondent to answer truth-
fully each question asked in his
questionnaire ~ whether or not
he likes the question

What incentive is there. oth-
erwise, for people to fill them
out and return them?

“There's good incentive, 1
feel,” said Siviter."In the first
place‘ the results will deter-
min in Con-

v
fifted out will a personal call be
made to househalds by an
enumerator.

Mailings from the central
US. Census Bureau are ex-
pected to reach households
about March 27. Householders
are expected to fill out the
forms on April 1 and include
only information Valid as of
that date. and then to return
them by mail to the indicated
address immediately.

RETURNS I\OT‘received by
April 7 will be subject to
checkoff in Slvuer s office and
enumerators will | allempl to
prompt householders with a
phone call. If this fails, they
will visit the address.

Through April and the first
week of May theré will be an
auditing in Siviter's office of
returns and sufficigncies.

The last two weeks in May
are scheduled for actual com-
putations.

“This is when the material
becomes classified and I'm the
only one who can work on it,”
said Siviter. “Byjthe last of
May or the first| of Jure, I
should be ready to announce
some prellmmary hgures

HE QUICKLY N(YI'ED that
t technically classi-
nal information
gained in the census is consi-
dered private. and even enu-
merators cannot dl\-nlge it to

gress. and the State Legisla-
ture. An undercount could de-
prive people of suficient rep-
resentation.”

He noted that in the 1960
census {ailure of 5.8 million
persons to be counted resulted

ecrets

numbers of people. The ques-
tions that will be asked of all
households seek to place the
relationships of members of
the household, ages, sex, eth-
nic group, and marital status.

About 15 questions are asked
of all households seeking to
determine basic creatare com-
fort facilities in those bouse-
holds, such as whether there is
a telephone, outside door,
complete kitchen, number of
rooms, hot and cold water,
fiush toilet, bathtub or shower,
basement, ownership or rental,
size of lot, sale value or
monthly rent paid.

The only thing the respon-
dent has to write is names.
The remainder of the questions
are mulitiple choice and are to
be answered by filling in ap-
propriate circles in heavy
black péneil ~ for computer

reading.

Siviter said the processing
involves microfilming of each
L‘omple(ed form by a process
all but the

Siviter's office testifies to
extensive “thought’ that has
been put into the process, pro-
ducing step by step mslnlcllon
manuals and kits for every job
in the temporary lask right
down to advance dehvery of
rolls of string o the census off-
fces

“OUR INITIAL SHIPMENT
as 7la tons of paper.” said
ter. With the excéption of
his executive desk, every
other of about 30 desks and
several typing tableslare sup-

in forfeited
seats. For instance, zmung the
5.8 million were 2.6 million
blacks believed distrustful of
government. Those 2.6 million
blacks lost five congressmen
that could have been working
for them this past 10 years.
Secondly, according to Sivi-
ter, “There are a tremendous
number of federal and state
program funds allocated on the
basis of census figures. An
undercount could again de;
prive people of their just due. *

WHAT ABOUT the invasion
of privacy complaint often
heard from the middle-class
white population which his dis-
trict contains?

“There’s only a minute por- :

tion of the information not a
matter of public record al
ready, in county files or city
“files, state files or federal
files," he said.

Siviter noted that the census
is called for in the U.S. Consti-
tution and that the first census
asked 300 questions, *‘some of

. them very personal.

The questions have since
been refined. and so have the
census-taking techniques, the
use of mailed self-completion

plied as collapsed partons.
These are unfolded, bent into
shape. interlocked, ysed for
the § th period|and then
are disposable.

Row upon row of files are
actually stacked and taped

cardboard boxes thal
mailing cartons when|the local
processing is completed.

A whole section pf office
supplies is presently neatly
stacked in cardboard bins.
Partitions between| various
work areas are of prepared
folded cardboard.

Normal bakelite telephones
and steel folding chairs look
eerie amidst the cardboard
jungle.

The cardboard is stout. Sivi-
ter stood on a typing|table for
several long minutes posing as
if instructing his staff. It's eas-
ily nioved, toc. The phnlognb
pher tossed two *‘desks” out of
the way with flicks of his
wrists,

SENIOR CITIZENS wanting

are

which
bold black dots, then running
of | the microfilm through a
cvmpuler pickup for analytic
cormpil almn
IUFSTIUNS BEING asked
and 5% of the households
seek to determine more com-
te data about living condi-
tions, migration patterns, liter-
. mortality, service in the
armed forces, education,
Ith, work record, type of
occupation and earnings.
The 15% will be asked, “Is
this building connected to-a
pubhc sewer?” and *‘What
.country was (the head of
hotisehold’s) mother and father
bofn in?" and “What language
other than English was spoken
in| (the householder’s) child-
hood home?"” and “Where did
helwork last week?"'
he 5% oaly will be asked,
ich fuel is used ﬂlosl for
c‘JPkmg"" and “Do yog bave a
battery aperated radié?” and
“[s this person naturalized?”
and “Has this person ever
canpleled a vocational train-
program?”' and “In April
195 what state did this person
in?"* and “What kind of
k-was he doing? -

’".INCOME QUESTIONS are
directed to both the 15 and the
5<7r Here will be an exception

the “‘no writing"' responses.
Egact figures are catled for.
{The questions are:

@ “How much did this per-
son earn in 1969 in wages, sala-
ries, commissions, bonuses, or
tips from all jobs?

@ “How much did he earm in
1969 from his own non-farm

short-term ploy
encauraged by the U.
Bureau to apply fo

S. Census
jobs as

census takers. They should -

ice, tele-
ns of all
'to work.

apply to Siviter's of]
phone 255-5640. Pers!
ages are also invited

No previous experience is

be census neighborhood enu-  their spouses. i
T e cents. e cam and il prosecute forms being the most notice- oty rsining for ol | Do ines
necessarily come into living any violators,” he!said. able. The genml pay rat i,,z’;m‘.
mugt be able
(n rk from six to eight hours
daily, five days per week

RELIGIOUS
VAUDEVILLE

“Fresh Cookies”
Saturday, March 7 -
All Saints Lutheran Church

8850 Newburgh Road (At Joy)

Donation: $2.50

ROCK CONCERT

when their portion of the task
is scheduled. They should also
be willing to work| evenings
and Saturdays.

President Richard|
called the decennial
pholograph of our ¢

Nixon has
ensus *'a
untry” or
which in-

By Sy

8 p.m.

" Friday, February 27 - 8: 30 p.m.
Louis E.Schmidt Auditorium
20155 Middlebelt '
Tickets: Mrs. Wood at 474.1708
Donation: Advance Sale $1.50 .
At Door - $2.00

To publish

EASTERN STAR
CARD PARTY

Thursday, March 5 -

@arden City Masonic Temple
1740 Middlebelt Road

Ticket Information: :
Mrs, Phyllis Nelson 427-3305

Thomas F. Rost, Mgr., Garden City Chapel, of

R.G.&G.R.

GARDEN CITY CHAPEL -
(Formerly LANE) Phone: 425-9200
31551 Ford Road, near Mersiman

8 p.m.

the notice of your urymzatmn activity, contact, in person,
r David R. Whitney, Mgr., Livonia Chapel.

“EDUCAID”
DEMONSTRATION

Friday, February 27 - 8 p.m,
Whittier Jr. High School
28550 Ann Arbor Trail

SINCE 1910

FUNERAL HOMES
LIVONIA CHAPEL

15451 Farmington Road, near Five Mile

Donation: Free

Phone:: 422.6720

\f-analysis upon,
(elhgenl social deci
be based.
He notes that in the matter
of head count, alone the first
census in 1790 showed a popu-
lation of 3,929,214 persons. By
1960 there were 179,323,175
persons shown living in the
Urited Stales.

isions can

THE CENSUS SEEKS to
learn much more than simple

business, professional practice
o

® *‘How much did he earn in
1969 from his own farm?
@ ‘How much did this per-
son receive in 1969 from Social
Security or Railroad Retire-
ment?
@ ‘How much did he re-
ceive in 1969 from public as-
slstance or welfare payments?
@ “How much did he re-
eive in 1969 from all other
spurces?"”
.
THOSE SOUND very prob-
ing, but’ supposedly the same
information was entered on his
federal income tax returns.
A question asked in 1840 no
longer appears: “Is there any-
ohe living here who is insane
or idiotie?”
{ Neither does the additional
question of 1880 appear: “Is
this person restrained by a
strap...kept under lock and
ey....size of his head?™
| A comparison would seem to
indicate that we've progressed
from a nation concerned with
personal infirmities to one
concerned with living condi-
tions, cultural advantages and
labor force.

ey

o
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_ DESKS ARE CARDBOARD but they're sturdy in the U.S. Census Bureou's new
office on Inkster Road. Director John Siviter shows they're also light. (Obersver photo
by Vince Witek)

Why They Use
Cardboard Desks

Mention of cardboard furni-
ture probably arouses memo-
ries of paper dolls and doll
houses in the minds of most
people, but to the U.S. Bureau
of the Census it’s sttictly busi-
ness and highly economical.

The task of finding tempo-
rary furnishings for census
district offices has been a
growing problem isince the
earliest days of the Republic
when U.S. marshals conducted
the head coun(

TRADITIONALLV, the ac-
quisition of office | equipment
was accomplished by a great
deal of renting from.local
firms and by ‘considerable bor-
rowing from othel
agencies. Even wil
rowing. however,
moving and storing; rose stead-
ily until currently; it is esti-
mated that the average price
tag for furnishing one working

space amounts to ;\ppro\l»
mately $30

For the 1970 census of popu-
lation and housing, the Bureau
will need to equip about 20,000
spaces in’ 393 district offices
throughout the nation.

Two census officials tackled
the problem on a limited scale
in 1965 when a special census
was conducted for Cleveland."
Ohio.

Making' use of their home
workshop - experience in mak-
ing play furniture for their
children, they designed tables
of plywood and detachable
legs. These units could be:
combined to create almost any
size of needed table space and!
they could be dismantled and;
shipped easily.

TWO YEARS LATER, how-
ever, when special censuses
were being conducted in Nesw
Haven. Connecticut, and

SLEEPING BEAUTY—The Livonia Redford Theatre
Guild's annual thildren's production opens Feb. 28 in

Redford Union High School.

Appearing in the fairy tole

set to music are, from left: D. James Monroe; Russ Vogel:
Sandy Michael and Lyn Tozwiak. Performances are

scheduled ot 11:a.m.,

1 p.m. and 3 p.m. The production

moves fo Bentley ngh Segool on Morch 7; Thurston Hngh
March 14; and Franklin High, March 21.

Appomtment OfflClal

Congressman _-Jack Mc-
Donald (R-19th District) has
formally announced the ap-
pointment of John M. Siviter
to the position of! director of
the Livonia District Census
Office.

‘The office will be located in
the Inkster RoadySchooleraft
Road area and \yxll cover a
territory with an estimated
population of 700,000 people.

Siviter has held managc
ment positions for the past 10
years and is currently serving
as general manager of Said
Electri¢ Co.. electrical con-
tractors located in Livonia. |

He resides at 29771 Green-
land Court. Livonia, with his
wife Lynn and three children;

Congressman McDonald was
director of the census for
Western Wayne County in
1960.

North Philadelphia. the piy-
wood idea was replaced by
cardboard. Cardboard is light-
er. less expensive and easier
to assemble.

In addition to tables, it was
made into sorting and file bins.
It was light and almost unbe-
lievably sturdy - a 250-pound
man could sit on a table with-

- out collapsing it. It could be
treated with fire-resisting
chemicals. It could be folded
for shipment and it could be
stored in small spaces.

‘The furniture is so light that
a woman working alene can
set up an office or rearrange
office layout in order to alter
office operations without any
great effort.

Cost of new cardboard fur-
niture is about S8 per working
space. $22 less than the cost of
the combination of renting and
borrowing. That saving will
add up nation-wide to more
than $400,000.

Pair Trained
By Mobil Oil

Eugene L. Prosise of 950
Easley and William C. Longer-
beam' of 7017 Bonnie Drive
East. Westland, successfully
completed a month's training
recently at Mobil Oil Corpora-
tion's retail development cen
ter in Morton Grove, 1l

The graduates of the exten-
sive four-weck course operate
Prosise Mobil Service at 123
South Merriman in Westland

Mobil dealer Prosise and his

Bill To Aid

Divorced

Moms, Kids

Immediate temporary finan-
cial support would be available
to divorced mothers and their
children under a bill introduced
today in the Michigan Senate
by State Sen. William Faust
(D-Westland).

The measure would raise
marriage license fees from
the present § to §15. with the
additional money to establish a
“fund for emergency supp-
ort.”

Upon the filing of a petition
for divorce, the judge could
order the Friend of the Court
to administer the fund.
provide temporary support
payments.

“Currently; a mother who is
divorced and who needs child
support funds must apply for
Aid to Dependent Children
(ADC) payments to tide her
over until she is able to pre-
vail upon the father for sup-

us

“Under this bill, she can. at
the judge’s discretion. receive
immediate support up to the
amount which ADC payments
would normally provide.”



