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»Thursday, Aprll 9, 1981

Protests greet Solid Waste Committee

This is the first of three articles
reporting on local ‘protests to the:
proposed Oakland County solid
waste management plan. The writ-
er is @ well-known Farmington Hills
environmentalist and member of
the Solid Waste Planning Commit-
tee. N

To meet standards set in state Act
641, the Oakland County Solid Waste
Planning Committee (SWPC) must find
new places for trash.

But when we made a bus tour of sev-
eral sites proposed for landfills, we
were met by angry protesters at al-
most every stop.

“Dumps Stink!"

*“Don’t Waste Qur Land.”

“No Landfills Here.”

“Would Dan Murphy Allow This in
HIS Backyard?”

QOutraged by the county’s choices,
homeowners braved chill March winds
to carry signs or plant them along the
committee’s bus route through north-
ern Oakland.

Why such a hue and cry in one of the
most prosperous counties of the na-
tion? After all, the intent of the law is
to safely dispose of the growing heap of
solid waste that affluence and technol-
ogy created. .

Public Act 641 of 1978, known as
“The Solid Waste Management Act,” is
“an act to protect the public health and
the environment; to provide for the
regulation and management of solid
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wastes; to prescribe the powers and du-
ties of certain state and local agencies
and officials; to prescribe penaities; to
make an appropriation; and to repeal
certain acts and parts of acts.”

RESIDENTS FEAR property values
will drop. They fear pollution of their
waler.

Maost of all, they fear that decisions -

on what happens in their own commu-
nity, to their very land, will be made by
“big government.” Home rule is a right
dear to the hearts of Michiganians.

It is the task of the committee and
county staff to address miost of these
questions. Solid waste facilities should
minimize odor, traffic problems, and
preserve air and water quality. Proper-
ty owners should be able to sell at a
fair price or be assured their new
neighbors will be “good ones.”

There is no doubt, however, that the
county plan (or one written by the'state
in case of local default) is “final”, once
approved by at least 67 percent of its
communities. Local ordinances will no
longer be valid (Secs. 26, 28 and 30).

On the other hand, this law, so essen-

tial to public health and welfare, also
directs the county to “solicit the advice
and consult periodically during prepa-
ration of the plan with the municipali-
ties, appropriate organizations and the
private section. . . whick may be sxg-
nificantly aIfeeted " (Sec. 2'

Thus, George Schutte. d)rector of the
County Solid Waste Division, patiently
explained to each group of protesters
that no final decision would be made
for several months.

“You are welcome to our meetings,”
Schutte said. He also suggested they
contact a committee member with
their questions or objections.

THIS STATEMENT raised more ire
in Lyon Township, where 15 or 20 peo-
ple stood on South Hill Road.

“No one from Lyon is on your com-
mittee,” a woman bundled in a parka
shouted. “We have no representation,”
yelled another sign bearer.

Schutte replied that Act 641 required
only that the 13-member committee in-
clude representatives from the solid
waste industry, environmental interest
groups, county government, cities,

townships, the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments (SEMCOG)
and the general public.

No area designation was specified.
Moreover, there are 900 square miles
and 61 townships and villages in Oak-
land. “We can't represent everyone,”
Schutte added.

THE OAKLAND plan calls for two
sanitary landfills in Lyon Township as
well as a modular combustion unit at
the Ford Motor Co. plant at Wixom.
The latter will sell steam to the auto
company.

Wixom city officials and residents
predict that garbage trucks will jam
Pontiac Trail from these three opera-
tions. Area citizens feel that putting all
three sites in Lyon is unfair.

During the bus tour, however, com-
mittee member Earl Borden, supervi-
sor of Avon Township, said that Avon
has had as many as 11 landfills in oper-
ation. All are now closed.

Even if Ford rejects the incinerator
project, there are two other promising
possibilities, Schutte said.

A Farmington Hills industrialist
hopes to develop an “Energy Park”
which would need large quantities of
waste. Moreover, a gasohol manufac-
turer is considering locating in the
Lyon-Wixom area — a ready-made
customer since this industry uses much
process steam, Schutte added.
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SUPER SPRING SALE

Final 3 Days — Thurs-Fri-Sat

—

JOAN H. SHAPIRO:

Announces the reopening i
of her office for the
Practice of Obstetrics and Gynecology
280 N. Woodward Suite 218 ,
Birminghain, Mi. 48011
Telephone: 647-5450

Office hours by appointment
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Special savings during April )

on Fit Cetera

©Art Nouvebau
Dregtel

Bullet Server
Reg. $1089,
Sale 559,

Interior Design

DIning szle. 40" dia.,
Sale 55434

Reg. 5273., Sale $223.

Bring the romance of

36-90% OFF

Our entire inventory of
Sofas « Chairs « Lamps
Pictures » Tables « Accessories

16% OFF

Any Special Order
Custom Drapery » Furniture
Wallpaper  Custom Reupholstery
Carpeting

turn-of-the-century Paris
into your home.

The R. J. Sullivan Funeral Home...
atotally new environment that helps to reflect every
fluctuation within our personal lives,

Come in and see this cleverly proportianed collection that fits an
apartment dining area or a breakfast sunroom. All pieces are
crafted to the highest Drexel standards and feature authentic
materials including: « leaded glass “lily"* doors,

» dramatic Carrara marble tops,

+ graceful wrought iron,

« superb pecan veneers, cane, brass and pewter.
Our protessional interior designers will share with you their secrets
of eclectic decorating using accent pleces from Drexel's “Et
Cetera” collection. Ask to see the unique Art Nouveau bar mirror
and bar unit. Hurry in for your complimentary consultation.

Vegetation, floors, walls, stairs and the sky flow
together and become ane peaceful mood,
Come experience the aew R. J. Sullivan Funeral Home,
the deepening beauty, the
peace. the separale identity. We're pleased to be
apart of your community.

Open house: Sunday, April 12 from 2 P.M. to 6 P.M.

Coatinuing a tradition of

FUNERAL

1 block west of So

THE R. J. SULLIVAN

18338 W. Twelve Mile Road

three generations

HOME

uthfield Road

237 Pierce St.
642-0480
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VAN INTERIORS

and Upholstery Co.

Birmingham
Daily: 9:30-5:30
Thurs. til 9 pm

Extended terms are available. Sale ends April 30th.

" Ray Interiors -.};

Michigan’s first Drexel Heritage

store

FARMINGTON Open Tues.. Wed., Sat.. 9:30-530 ANNARBOR | -
33300 Slocum Dr. Mon.. Thu., Fr., 9:30-9:00 3601 Plymouth Rd.

.. 995-9095
4787212 OpEN SUNDAY 12-4 IN ANN ARBOR ONLVI™ J

offthe price ,

Buy 5 trees
and get 6th FREE

Flowering Crabapple $1299

Buy-Barercot Feriilizer
and SAVE / Truckload Blowout!
Up To

Ortho Lawn Food
Wondergrow

—

*6.99
*6.99

5.000Sq. Ft.
coveragein
each bag.

We have been working so hard on our new Country Store in Rochester. It's packed
with Easter gifts for you and.your children — giits, craits, unique Easter presents,
fabulous kites, and animated displays. Gome out and visit us today. And don't forget,

0 0/ ofB&Bor i
5 © containerfrees United Press International
s Scott's Turf Builder $6.99 1980 Award
Fruit Trees 9.99 Spring Tonic Lawn Food $3.99 !
Shade Trees 51899 :

FROM US FIRST.

the Easter Bunny will be at Sherwood Forest on April 18, and he is having an Egg
Hunt. The fun begins at 1:00 pm.
i '
EANDSGAPING & :
(e [ A & GIFT STORE OPEN7 DAYS ‘
== OPENZ DAYS VISIT OUR NEW
&z ROCHESTER GIFT STORE
/4 Landscape, Garden Center Country Corners
V4 & Country Store 31005 Orchard lake Rd.
w |~ 4981 Adams Road Tally Hall FARMINGTON : ) .
| 6524920 855-5454 ' N




