- 4B)

Thursday, April 23, 1981

‘Pat Bordman

Teaching
your kids
‘Penny
Power’

Instead of a pocketful of miracles,
many children today have a'pocketful
of change. Whether from gifts, money-
earned while working around the house
or as an allowance, once they have the
money, who decides how it is to be
spent and what it goes for?

Children face a surprising number of
potential purchases including: school
supplies, hobby supplies, sports equip-
ment, toys and games, records and
tapes, cosmetics and jewelry, movies,
presents for family and friends, school
lunches, snacks, comics, books and
clathes.

What expenses are children expected
to use their money for? Will the child
have free reign over that money? Just

table manners or bike riding. It cannot
be left to the child alone or dictated by
the adult. It is a joint effort guided by
the experienced adult.

First, determine together what the
child’s limitations and capabilities are.
Obviously most 6-year-olds can't bal-
ance a checkbook, so the amount of
money in their control should be limit-
ed. Decide together which expenses the
child is willing and able to handle and
how much money it takes to cover
these expenses. Always allow some
cushion so that the child is able to
make some independent chdices.

Set up agreed-upon rules such as how
much money can be carried around at
one time and what the child cannot
spend money on.

Spending money is easy, but doing it
wisely s not. Your experience can be a
valuable example; share it. Reveal the
process you go through in making pur-

chases. Do you talk to friends and.

neighbors, check prices at several
store, read books and magazines? Com-
municate your money values to your
child.

THERE IS an excellent magazine
available to children with advice and

what are the ions and respon-
sibilities regarding it?

The “do as you please” method al-
lows children to handle money com-
pletely on their own. The theory is that
they should learn from experience,
learn the hard way. If the child makes
bad choices in the selection and pur-
chase of goods, better yet, this method
says, for the child will not repeat these
mistakes when handling larger sums of
money as an adult.

‘The “do as I please” method works in
just the opposite way. The parent
makes all the decisions. All funds are
allocated in advance by parental de-
cree to specific expenses with nothing
left over for spontancous, special or
private purchases.

UNFORTUNATELY, neither sys-
tem works. In one system he learns in-
dependence but not responsibility. In
the other he learns about the power of
money, but not how to manage it.

The only realistic solution is to ac-
knowledge that money handling should
be taught just like other skills such as

young. need to
use their money wisely. “Penny Pow-
er,” published by Consumer Reports,
uses students as an advisory commit-
tee. Recent issues have dealt with pur-
chasing bieycles and pizza, and allow-
ances.

Pocket money is too valuable to
leave to chance. The magazine would
g0 a long way toward showing your
child you care how money is spent.

“Penny Power"” is available by writ-
ing to “Penny Power Magazine,” P.O.
Box 1909, Marion, Ohio 43306. The cost
is $7.50 for six bi-monthly issues.

Patricia Bordman, a free-lance
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Saving hot water
conserves energy

One reader questions whether it is
possible to keep your utility bills con-
stant by improving insulation, conserv-
ing energy, ete.

If you already have a “tight” house,
if you ride the bus or share a car pool,
if you have shut off one or more rooms
from heat (or cooling), you probably
can't.

But if your house needs insulation, if
you keep the inside temperature at 72°
vear around, if you drive 40 miles
round trip to work — by yourself, you
have a decent shot at keeping your util-
ity bills constant.

Because there are so many ways to
conserve energy, including solar and
other alternative ways to heat (and
cool), just compiling a list of the ways
to save could be a hobby.

For information, try the Energy Hot-
line 1-800-292-4704. Or try Michigan
State, Michigan or your local county
extension agent.

The toll-free Solar Heating line, 1-
800-523-2929, is a helpful number.
Plymouth has been sponsoring a energy
conservtion program. Try Plymouth
city administrator John Behman at
453-1234 for information.

Energy fairs and expositions are
starting to be held around the state.
Cobo Hall has hosted an exhibition the
past two years. These are fine opportu-
nities to pick up information and see
the wares of many dealers.

At last year's Cobo show, one en-
terprising firm was demonstrating car-
pet sweepers as energy-saving devices.
And, of course, they are. Detroit Edi-
son, Consumers Power or Michigan
C i will be happy to send you

writer and photographer, has a
master's degree in early childhood
education. She has taught elemen-
tary school and conducted
workshops and lectures.

Mrs. Bordman welcomes sugges-
tions and comments. Please write
her c/o the Observer & Eccentric
Newspaper, 36251 Schoolcraft Rd.,
Livonia 48150.

° PATRICIA BORDMAN

A Unique
Purchase

We are particularly proud of this
special purchase of magnificent
Pakistani rugs. Many impressive
ancient designs are represented.
Bijar. Tabriz. Senneh Kord.
Hamadan. Very unique pieces
in bold geometric designs. In-
cluded in this unusuat buy are
also many lovely floral pat-
terns. Ali superbly hand-
woven. beautiful examples
of this rapidly disappearing
art form.

Special April Showing
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Just Arrived .

self-help pamphlets, if you don't al-
ready have enough information,

This column will print helpful infor-
mation as often as we come across it.

Heating water accounts for 20 per-
cent of all the energy we use in our
homes. You waste hot water at your
own financial peril.

® Repair leaky faucets promptly.
One drop of heated water a second can

waste as much as 60 gallons of hot wa-
ter in a week.

© Do as much household cleaning as
possible with cold water.

o Insulate your hot water storage
tank and piping.

Energy-efficient water heaters may
cost a little more initially, but reduced
operating costs over a period of time
can more than make up for the higher
outlay.

© Buy a water heater with thick in-
sulation on the shell. While the initial
cost may be more than one without this
conservation feature, the savings in en-
ergy. costs over the years will more
than repay you.

© Add insulatio
heater you-have if

ound the water
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WINDOW DECOR
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GRABER VERTICALS
LEVELOR HORIZONTAL BLINDS .
THRU-VU VERTICAL

Exclusive
New
GRASSCLOTH
WALLPAPERS .
at

50% off

DRAPERY HARDWARE DISCOUNTED

your best price on all name-brand
new Levelor Vertical blinds, Flexalum,

Bali, Delmar, Verosol Shades, Woven Woods, Louver--
Drape, Window Shades. -

“Work with a professional”

WINDOW DECOR™

Come Visit Our Showroom Ko measurement charge
by gt charg
nmosteases
2.5515 P
70ays

sulated, but be sure not to block off
needed air vents. That would create a
safety hazard, especially with oil and
gas water heaters. When in doubt, get
professional help. When properly done,
you should save $15 a year in energy
costs. If the heater is warmer than a
nearby piece of metal, it needs to be
insulated.

® Check the temperature on your
water heatér. Most water heaters are
set for 140° F. or higher, but you may
not need water that hot unless you have
a dishwasher without its own heater. A
setting of 120° can provide adequate
hot water for most families.

If you reduce the temperature from
140° (medium) to 120° (low), you could
save more than 18 percent of the ener-
gy you use at the higher setting. Even
redilcing the setting 10° will save you
more than 6 percent in water heating
energy.

® Don't let sediment build up in the
bottom of your hot water heater, it
lowers the heater's efficiency and
wastes energy. About once a month,
flush the sediment out by drawing a
bucket of water from the tank through
the water heater drain faucet.

This material comes from Tips for
Energy Savers, published by the Feder-
al Energy Administration. For a copy,
write Tips for Energy Savers, Ene
Conservation Now, Pueblo, Colo. 81003

Custom Slipcovers

380 E. Maple. Birmingham

apery SYoppe
DRAPERY SALE

Labor $6.00 per panel
b Custom Spreads

Labor Special
on

Spacisl prices available
on Drspery. Slipcorer
and Upholstery febrics.
Largest sebection of fab-
rics, tringes, tassels and
trims in Michigan.

Sofa - $77.90
647-2020 6470721

Chair - $59.90
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Our 65th Anniversary
Storage Gift To You:

Now,
save cold cash
when you put
fur on ice.

Whether you'te an old customer or a new one. youll get
hot savings when you put your furs in cold storage now
during Bricker-Tunis’ 65th Anniversary Special at our
new location. Youll get the world's most rechnologically
dvanced storage in our on-premises vauli. Computer
controlled temperature and humidity give your furs the
protection they need and deserve. And you'llsave even
more when you bring your furs in now for custom
remodeling and repairing. But hurry. or you'llbeleft out
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.00 when we store your fur. Bringin this E
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00 when we clean and store your E
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] fur. Bring in this coupon end save $8 00 per fur
when theyre cleaned by the expents at Bricver-
| Juns and sored in our Computer Contioled

Vault,
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Bricker-Tunis
Fors

35 Orchard Lake Rd, Orchard Mall
mbld. Ml 38033, Phone 855-9200
Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm

AN'S CUSTOMER

RECIATION

OFF ,
ENTIRE <~
STOCK

WOMENS AND TEENS BEAUTIFUL FOOTWEAR

00 per fur when you store
Tants: Computer Comraled J
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200 FREE
POTTED PLANTS

{No purchase necessary while supply lasts)

Lady Sherman is very proud to be a part of downtown
Birmingham. Our business has been great, and we want to
thank you. To show our appreciation, we are offering you a
lovely plant and 15% off our entire inventory of footwear
Friday & Saturday...Thank you.

CHECK THESE QUALITY BRAND NAMES

+ Bass « Bandolino + Caressa » DeLiso » Selby * Frye + Nina
« Capezio » Geppetto » Rockport « Mia « Joyce « Nickels

9:30-5:30 Mon-Wed & Sat 9:30-9:00 Thurs & Fri

DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM i
123 W. [Raple 642-9753 N




