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-Weird characters

hang out together
in ‘The Howling’

What a howl, “The Howling" (R) that is: a tale about werewolves
and the intrepid female newscaster (is there any other line of em-

ployment for a movie heroine?) who breaks the stroy about a

booming werewolf population to viewers who couldn’t care less.

The little inside jokes and microflashes of wit in thi§ movie
might redeem it from the junk heap of horror schlock if it weren't
for a few other things.

‘The situations, for example, are so chche ridden they are a joke.
Yet, it's hard to believe they were intended that way because they
sap the movie of any scare power.

“The Howling” is replete with onimous-sounding organ chords,
shots of the moon peeking through clouds, a dark forest and a
heroine, who, though a television newscaster, ranks a couple of
rungs below Little Red Riding Hood when it comes to naivete.

DEE WALLACE plays the slim-witted reporter who uses herself
as bait to trap the man suspected of a series of grisly murders.
Their meeting occurs in a porno shop, and she narrowly escapes
with her life when the police trailing her lose radio contact.

She survives, but her memory of what her assailant looked like
has been hlncked from her conscious mind. (We got a quick
glimpse, however, and we know he needed a haircut desperately.)

She turns for help to a psychiatrist, Patrick MacNee. We spot
him as a smooth, suspicious character. Of course, she thinks he's
terrific. When he suggesrs a rest cure at an isolated colony he runs
for his “special patients,” she and her husband accept.

The doctor’s colony is less a funny farm than a weirde wonder-
land where peculiar howls are heard every night. Her husband
(Christopher Stone) reassures her. They're just animals, he says.

Having been brought up in Los Angeles, she is not used to any-
thing wilder than Wolfman Jack, he tells her (ha, ha).

EVEN S0, this retreat is not filled with your usual Club Med
crowd. There’s John Carradine trying-to throw himself into a bon-
fire and braying at the moon; a nymphomaniac who likes to chop
up rabbits; her brother who has a decidedly wolfish grin, and for
good ol' home-country balance, Skeriff Slim Pickens. You know
you can trust him, can’t you?

When one of Dee’s colleagues (Belinda Balaski) shows up at the
colony to do some investigating of her own, there is a little bit of
confusion as to who is the heroine of this movie.

With the help of the werewolves, this problem is resolved.
Things begin to sort themselves out, but not before we get the idiot
speech of the year. MacNee lectures his werewolf patients on the
need to integrate with the locals and adapt to changing tites. They
dantbuy this.

“The Howling's” claim to fame is not in sociology, however. It's

in special effects. Right before your very eyes, a human changes

- into a werewolf — a dark, ugly, fangsome beast that seems to
perspire a lot, or maybe it's just slavering.

Having gotten the hang of this transformation, the moviemakers
repeat it again and again right up to an inconclusive ending, so
that, you bet, they just might try to howl again.

Comedies held over

{Above) Gary Coleman makes his movie debut ss a free-
spirited orphan in the comedy fable *On the Right Track.”
Michael Lembeck co-stars as a Juvenlle services officer
who becomes the boy's surrogate father. Jerry Lewls (be-
low) is an out-of-work circus clown romancing Deanna
Lund in the slapstick comedy "Hardly Working.” Both
films are holding over at metropolitan Detrolt theaters.
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THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A tnoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients. is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
venters in Oakland County.
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Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400 564-5144

Roast Long Island Duckling

Served with a glass of French Columbard

Mﬂgg Eg o Bloomneld Hils

18018 Ielegmf)h Road
Reseiv ations, Please 3 34-2444
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JAPANESE STEAK HOUSE

Complese Dinners
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OUR SPECIALS

“Tuesday, Wednesday

Pleage Call for Reservations

Doug’s Body Shop
invites you to enjoy
our Spring Special

Thursday *
King Crab Legs — All You Can Eat

$10.95 -
Includes Salac. Idsbo Baked Patato, Rotl & Butter
Saturday Entertainment with Mister Magic —~ Musie by Profit

399-1040
-22061 Woodward — between 8 & 8 Mile Rs.

MAKE US SPECIAL!

THCRSDAY

AT A

ailroad

Ron Coden
In Person

Appearing April 30, May 1& 2

No Cover, No Minimum

6640 E. Eight Mile
{Just Eas of Mound Road)

366-2023
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ROCHESTER WEST BLOOMFIELD
2601 Rochester Rd. 6066 West Maple
852-8330 851-8880

9.95

Did you know
about our
Cocktail Hour?

Relax in the Golden
Hors d’oeuvres

Monday thru Friday
4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
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L AUBERGE for Lunch
Presenting Informal Modeling each
Wednesday and Friday from 12102 PM
This week featuring TENNIS LADY
and LINGERIQUE

Please Call for Reservations
and Information 643-7800

Somerset Inn

2601W. Big Beaver
T

Every
Monday
Vargo's Offers
¥ aCompiete
Prime Rib Dinner (A'

O Beef)including ﬂ
Butter and Coffee.

6\0 Generous Cut of the
Choicest Western Steer
Baked Potato,
Salad, Bread and
30325 W. 6 MILE ROAD [WEST OF MIDDLEBELT)
UVONIA MICHIGAN K 261:3600

Monday Nights
Joins Tuesday Nights

INFLATION FIGHTERS
at the

_Stitea Fo

’6 per person
Featuring: Petit Frog Legs (All you
can eat) served w

Soup. Salad.
Freneh Fries, Roll ‘and
I!uuer

Closed Sundays Except for:
Foolball Sundays - Mothers’ Day

852-3410

. 3315 AUBURN ROAD
Between Adams & Opdyke Road .

Check the
savings at

Mountam Jack’s.|

MERRICK’S

0% OFF

We invite you to
enjoy a 50% dis-
count on One En-
tree when a second
HEntree of equal or h
Bgreater value is
purchased
Coupon Valid
Tues, Wed, Thurs
Evenings Only
5:30 pm-9:30 pm
Located at
American Center
in Southfield -
for easy to follow
directions
and Reservations
CALL US AT
353-8144

* Not valid for parties
over 10 or In conjunc-
tion with other coupons
or offers.
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you as much as $8 15, depending on th
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. home fries and collee or tea Your check will be just S1¢
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Our special $18 95 Dinner for T

You and your guest cen ¢hoose

d por

baked hot bread. your choice of nee,

with the coupon below Now that's the kind ol
you can <1rk your tecth into

DINNER FOR TWO $18 95
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count applies to least ex-

all other newspaper of-
fers or coupons prior to}
4/1/81
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