Light Opera’s ‘Fiddler’

Willle Grove (left) is Sasha, a Russian singer; Fred
Shulak is Lazar Wolf, the butcher; and Katie
Grove Is Tzeitel in the musical “Fiddler 6n the
Roof,” to be presented by the Windsor Light Op-
era Association, Inc.,, weekends May 1-17 at -
Cleary Auditorium in Windsor. Grove Is a Birming-
ham resldent, in business with a Troy firm; Shulak
is a Southfield veterinarian; and Ms. Grove is a

Birmingham resident. Performances are at 8:15
p.m. May 1-2, 8-9 and 16 and at 2 p.m. May 3, 10
and 17. Tickets are $6.50 for Fridays, $7.50 for
Saturdays and $6 and $6.50 for Sundays. The box
office is open from noon to.5 p.m. Mondays-Sat-
urdays at 385 Tecumseh Road, W., Windsor,
phone 519-252-6455.

By Helen Zucker
special writer

After three strong, exciting produc-
tions in a row, how could Meadow
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Why did company bother
to start this show at all?

review

Brook Theatre end th onsucha
low note? .

“Starting Here, Starting Now" is the
weakest show I have seen anywhere
this year. The script is totally lacking
in connective tissue, despite the fact
that its creators claim, “the emotions
explored are very much in touch with
the present tense.”

The production runs through May 17
on the Oakland University Campus
near Rochester.

1 take it lyricist Richard Maltby Jr.
and composer David Shire think they
are writing songs about contemporary
life. Most of the songs are senseless,
flip, or nostalgic for a 50s world that
never really existed.

and sometimes sound like sociclogical
jargon. Maybe this kind of revue works
in a restaurant (where this show made
its debut), but it doesn't work in a large
theater.

Most of the time the cast seems to be
vaguely complaining about the guality
of its rather privileged life. This is a
nervous, sad, terribly safe musical.

1 kept wishing for a rock number or
a good song that had reaily clever lyr-
ics about having a midlife crisis. (I
couldn’t help thinking the authors
must've been exchanging views on
their midlife crises while writing this
thing)

Instead we get a maudlin number
called “Flair,” sung by Michael Scott,
wherein Scott asks the audience where

“the flair in his daily life has gone?"
Scott renders this number with such a

The lyrics are trendy, forgettable

total lack of flair that you wonder if he
ever had any in his life or would recog-
nize it if he did. “Flair” is used as the
finale sung by the company.

The company consists of three sing-
ers and three good backup musicians.
Mary Gutzi, a dark-haired lady with a
terrific voice, is’ totally wasted in this
lackluster show.

Ms. Gutzi has luster enough to hold a
stage on her own — given material
worth listening to. She does an incredi-
ble job with a song about being left to
do the “Crossword Puzzle” while her
man has gone off with a dumb floozie
on a vacation cruise.

The lyries are difficult to get ong's
tongue around, yet Ms. Gotzi never
misses a beat or runs a word together.
Too bad the song winds up telling us:
“Girls, if you want to keep your man,
be dumb, have a tiny vocabulary and
leave the crossword puzzle for him.”

1 found it hard to believe I was lis-
tening to such stuff in 1981. Ms. Gutzi
should've been- singing, “I'm gonna
wash that man right outta my hair.”

Barbara Heuman, a blonde ball of
energy, is also wasted. She tries her
best to infuse the material with a vital-
ity it simply hasn't got. Ms. Heuman
looks dizzy with unused energy.

She's frantic to be funny in, “I'm
going to make you beautiful,” a song
about a lady selling cosmetics in
Bloomingdale’s (where else?).

She flings colored powders about the
stage, dabs her breasts with powder,
carries on like a frenzied cook. Sorry, it
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just isn't a funny song no matter what
she does. ”

Ms. Heumnan does a nice job on :he
soft, pretty song in the show, “Au-’

J(,umn," All the fake frenzy about noth- ¢

ing comes to halt for this moment, the
lights go out, one spot shines on Ms.
Heuman sitting quietly, singing about
the season. .

“Autumn” is the only number that
isn't in the “present tense,” and it'sa -
nice respite. It’s over too fast.

The song is followed by Michael
Seott, a good looking young man, sing-
ing something about not remembering
Christmas. Scott looks like he has been
shanghaied from the chorus of “Mame”
and wishes he were back there. He
stays in tune, but his voice is totally- -
lacking in excitement, range or magic.

Well, to be fair, there isn't any magic
in this thin, musical revue. The best
that can be said is that Barbara Heu- - - ,
‘man looks good in a top hat, and I wish %
she and Ms. Gutzi good parts in “South
Pacific” or something worth singing.

Peter-William Hicks has got up a
great set for a nightclub.
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correction

St. Dunstan’s Guild of Cranbrook will
present the musical “Mack & Mabel™
at 9 p.m. May 29-31 and June 4-6 at the
outdoor Greek Theatre of Cranbrook in
Bloomfield Hills.

The performance dates were incor-
rectly given in the April 27 issue of the
Birmingham, West Bloomfield and
‘Troy Eccentrics.
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OFF ANY DINNER

WHEN A SECOND IS PURCHASED
OF EQUAL OR GRE \TER VALUE

onty {Does nat include speciais & ala cart)

allroad Crossing
6640 E. Eight Mile

Wust East of Mound Road)

366-2023
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» BUSINESS LUNCHES + DINNERS « COCKTAILS

MOK.THAU FRL LUNCH  DINKER; SAT.DINHERS OMLY FROMS pr.
B chas

H SEAFOO0D'& CHOICE MEAT DISHES

Woodward, neas Onk St emnw,,mm

KEEGO CINEMA

Orchard Lk. Rd. at Cass Lk. Rd.
1Y Mites West of Telegraph PHONE 682-1300
. ALLSEATS 51 AT ALL TIMES
JAMES CAAN IN

THIEF (R)
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5:00, 7:20 LATE SHOW 10:00
SUNDAY 2:45, 5:00, 7:30 LATE SHOW 10:00
MONDAY-THURSDAY 5:00, 7:15, 9:30

.
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STAFFORD'S KIDS CABARET
Saturday & Sunday 1 PM
Magic Beauregard Bunny
KIDS PARTICIPATION
Great For Birthday Parties. Free Birthday Cake.
LUNCH & FUNI 351-8952
STAFFORDS « ORCHARD MALL
ORCHARD LK. RD - WEST BLOOMFIELD

ALBAN’S

Botily, & Baske

Restaurant & Delicatessen

SUNDAY SPECIALS °3.79

CHICKEN CORDON BLEU LASAGNA
BAKED WHITE FISH

The above Iincludes Tossed Salad or Cole Slaw, Roll & Butter or
Garlic Toast or Potatoes or Rice.

- MAGNIFICENT
FRIDAY SEAFOOD BUFFET

START WITH
Fresh New England Clam Chowder; Bread
& Butter, then a Trip to Our Magnificent Salad Bar

Now The Seafood
Cold Shrimp, Tuna. Crab Legs, Whitefish, Stuffed Salm-
on, Sole, Smoked Sable, Smoked Whitefish, Smoked Salm-
on, Hot Fried Shrimp, Fried Clams, Fried Perch, Broiled
Sole, Broiled Whitefish, Seafood Newburg, Steamship
Round of Beef.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

6 PM- 10 PM

_SASSY'S

20555 Telegraph nm Soulhhﬂd. Michigan /353-7700
t The.HOLIDAY INN

" and other seafood

ARTOURS

Erplores Detroit's At Seene!
TUES.  Artists Studios/ Art Galleries
MAY 12 $27.00 per person
THURS. Histaric/Contemporary Architecture
JUNE 4 $27.75 per person

Tour nciuzes transportation. lunch,
vrotessicnal escort. admissions,
grautules. lases Time 9 am-3 30 pm

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 356-7776

23455 Northwestern Hwy
Stig 48075
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GRIZFIK DINING

the most deficious, delectable
dining north of Greektown

29121 Northwestern Highway
at 12 Mile Rd. in the Franklin Plaza
357-3544 357-4067
OPEN EVERY DAY
TTANL ST AN
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April 20 thru May 1
i SUNDAY: WALLACE BROS.

TUESDAY: Ali Ladies’
Drinks % PRICE

NO COVER - 334-4694

2262 S. Telegraph Road
N.of Square Lake Road Bloomield Hils

Allthe lobster
delicacies you can eat.
Friday evenings at the

Haymorket.

Reservations required
$1995,allages.

Toy Hilton lnn

Maple Road at Stephenson Hwy.
m Cal (3151 983.5060, h v

SUNDAYS AT SCHULER'S.... &

BRING YOUR
BUNCH TO
BRUNCH!

."SYERLING HEIGHTS- ©

35100 VAN DYKE RD. AT-15
: . STERLING

HEIGHTS

‘FIRST. SHOW ONLY 333 0241

i §2. D-ADULTS MONDAYTHRUTHURS.
"EVENING PERFORMANCES

STERLING HTS.

HEAVEN'S
[ GATE B

NIGHT HAWKS R
powrac _srenung hs.

HARDLY
WORKING PG|

STERLING HTS.

FEAR NO
[ EVIL G

PONTIAC _STERLING HTS.

THE
fowung B

This Sunday take the whole
© family to a delicious

| EXCALIBUR [

PONTIAC _STERLING HTS.

. Win Schuler’s brunch. It include
all your favorites that make
Sunday a very special family day.
We’re waiting for you...so call us
now for reservations.
Children under 10—$2.95,
under 6—FREE.

§ch lers

2601 Roch:ster Rd BSZ 8330
Bruach: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
WEST BLOOM EL?J
6066 West Maple -8880

Brunch: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
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STERLING HTS.

ON THE RIGHT
r TRACK

STEALING HTS.
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CAVEMAN
PONTIAC STERLING NTS.

PRIVATE

BENJAMIN (PG

STERLING HT:




