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By Helon Zucker
epecial writer

“Picnic” runs through May 16 at
Will-O-Way Apprentice Theatre in

The Will-0-Way Repertory Theatre
production of “Picnic” is smoothly di-
recled by Celia Merrill Turner. It's ab-
sorbing entertainment.

An even, well-rehearsed cast turns
William Inge's play about a sexy
drifter who makes off with the pretti-
estgirl in town into 2 surprisingly polg-
nant experience.

Township.
Inge's plays all have, at thelr center,
Toners by stock 1.4

see such competent work.

FILEEN T. WEISS turns in & strong
performance as Madge Owens, the .

TI've no idea why his plays work so well
on stage, but when well done, they
work beautifully. Inge uses all the
cliches in the Americar imagination,
and he gets away with it.

The Will-0-Way cast understands
this play completely. It's a pleasure to

Kansas beauty who works
in the dime store and doesn’t feel
“real ” Madge relives her middle-aged
mama's youth,'and we haven't much
doubt she's going to wind up the same

way.

But for the brief Labor Day weekend
during which Madge dumps her jewel
of a boyfriend and runs off intoxicated
after Hal Carter, we relive her sexual
awakening and don’t think much about

. theaftermath.

Ms. Weiss is an assured actress, and
she gives the role lots of nice touches.
Her affection and frustration with her

llege-bound sister, the
of her feelings toward the “smart Mil-
lie” who needs her nails painted, is
deftly repdered.

Anita Barone looks so charming the
one time she shows up in a dress and
hair ribbons, it's a bit hard to believe
anyore thinks she's the “plain, smart
sister.” Eyeglasses don’t necessarily
‘mean you're homely.

But, as I said, Inge gets away with
stuff like this. “Plenic” is such a good
seript, we ride right past the fact that
Ms. Barone happens to be cute as heck,
even in her jeans, sneakers, cap, boy’s
shirt and pigtails.

MS. BARON'E is a live wire, and she

review

turns in an expressive performance.
We hope she winds up with Alan, the
jilted boyfriend, as the ending suggests.
George Timothy Hall is excellent as
preppy Alan Seymour, who just hap-
to be a really nice guy. No one ,
ever explains what the son of the
town’s richest man is doing in the
town’s poorest back yard, or why he's
so chummy and comfortable with Hel-
en Potts, a sweet, deserted wife who
shares the yard with the Owens. .
Madge is afraid she won’t like
“charge accounts, the country club and
all that.” I never figured out when Sey-
mour had any time to go to the country
club, between college and his life at the

Owens.

Nor did Hall look as if he would stuff
a charge account down anyome's
unwilling pocket. He seems to have
spent much of his college life getting
his friend Hal Carter out of scrapes.

Hall is very touching in his pai
when he wakes up at the finale,
punches Carter and tells him, “You're
no friend of mine. You saw a pretty girl
and had to have her.” Then Hall turns
around, dazed, regards Madge's win-
dow, and says, “Did I think I could
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spend the rest-of my life looking at
her B

e

* HE’S BEEN taken for a ride by both
Madge and Carter. Vet neither of them
means him ady harm.

Inge catches at some kind of truth
about the American class system for a

moment. Madge doesn't feel good .

enough for “charge accounts and that
stuff.” She wants to be needed by some-
one who has even less than she does.,

And Carter comes to town looking
for the only stable person he-has ever
known, Alan Seymour. * .

Gary Clason turns in a restless,
prowling, twitchy performance as Hal
Carter, ex-football hero and present
bum. Clason comes on stage asking,
“Do you mind If I light a fire?”

He's talking about Mrs. Potts'deaves,
but the symbolism is obvious. Carter
lights a fire under Madge Owens the
moment they see each other.

CLASON HAS a purposefu] stare. He
prowls the stage like a caged leopard.
He's physical energy with nowhere to
£0.

“A man of the house needs a pair of
boots,” Clason says, talking of Carter’s

dead father. His pa has died drunk on ~

the sidewalk. We're supposed to feel
shocked that his mother left him in a
reformatory for a year when he stole a
motorcycle at age 14. We're not.
Someone gave Carter a football

ma in ‘Picnic>

ll—:0+,Way cast offers Sirong dra

scholarship at some point; he never
used it. Like Madge, he only feels alive-
when he “kicked that thing over the-
goalpost” .

‘Physical action is where it’s at. Like,
Hal, Madge is ready to throw her life.
away “Because you know how to
dance.” Oh wel}, she’s 18, and Mama
keeps bugging her to get married.

Elaine Keinert is particularly good:

i

a8 Flo Owens, the mother of “beautiful , .

Madge"” and “poor Millie.” (Poor Millie

draws well, reads a Carson McCullers: '}

novel in an afternoon — “Ballad of the
Sad Cafe,” a sort of comment on the
people in this play — never cooks,
manages to get the hot bath water, and ,
is going off on a scholarship.

INGE HAS got his priorities a bit

confused here. Ms. Keinert givesus a. .

ma who is instantly suspicious of
“Alan’s friend?” She parts with Madge :
at the finale, lettingus know that expe-
rience alone can teach her daughter the,
harsh lessons she has learned. .
In her limited way, Flo Owens is a
loving mother, and Ms. Keinert does a
bang-up job in giving us this woman.”
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Bonnie Weintrob is fine as the lonely 2

deserted Helen Potts; the neighbor with [«

a heart as big as the yard. Her mother *
‘has annulled her marriage out of sheer
selfishness.
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Y Repertory Tell Mom how much she means to you this Sunday POCO Featuring: Petit Frog Legs (All you
with our complimentary flowers and special Mother's can eat) served with: Cheese Crock
Day luncheon or dinner for just $8.95. Start with s and Crackers. Soup. Salad.
Avocado Salad. select either Scallops St. Jacques or AAAAAAAAA| French Fries, Roll and
Chicken Meriwether. and top it off with an elegant All the tacos. Butter
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From Twelve to Two
This week featuring:
TENNIS LADY and LINGERIQUE
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SUNDAY - MAY 10, 1981
Serving From 10:00AM to 3:00PM

OUR FAMOUS SALAD BAR

, —PLUS—
Carved Steamship Round of Beef
Cheese Blintzes with Blueberry Kirsch
. Sauce
Hot Scalloped Apples
Maryland Fried Chicken

. MOTHER'S DAY
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$8.95 per person
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Please Call for Reservations
and Information 643-7800

Somerset Inn
2601 W. Big Beaver
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“MERRICKS
RESTAURANT

from Prime
Rib, New Yark

s,
Sword Fish, Stuffed
Flounders and Fried
Shrimp. Each Dinner
Includes Baked Potato,
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Baked Scrod
1 p.m. thru 8 p.m. 8 Salad, Hot Rolls 0
Resepn':uinns [a]fen for > = NG andCoffee Steamed Rice
Japanese Steak House Only o) 3 | ava‘ﬂ;:‘f“sumu Vegetable Medley
: P ) Link Sausage

30325 W. & MILE ROAD (WEST OF MIDDLERELT)

ick Sliced B:
INON MICHIGAN  PH 261-3600- Thick Sliced Bacon

Potato Pancakes
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WAVELENGTH

. . ScrambledEggs . for your
50% OFF ’ Eggs Benedict listening and dancing pleasure,

. . Fruit Cuj Monday - Thursday from 8:30 p.m.,
'We invite you to : Sliced Melon Friday and Saturday from 9 p.m.

enjoy a 50% dis-
count on One En-
tree when a second
EEntree of equal or
Bgreater value is
Bpurchased
Coupon Valid
Tues, Wed, Thurs
Evenings Only
5:30 pm-9:30 pm
Located at
American Center
in Southfield
for easy to follow
directions
and Reservations
CALL US AT
353-8144

o Not valid for parties
over 10 or in conjunc-
tion with other coupons
or offers. -

o 1t $ or more dine, dis-g.

58.95

Children under 12 years - *4.50
Children under 6 years - Free

NORTHFIELD HILTON #
5500 Crooks Rd.at 75
Troy, Michigan 48098
(313)879-2100
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THERE ARE CAR RADIOS...AND THERE ARE CAR RADIOS...

DUT THERE'S ONE CAR RADIO
THAT INVOLVES

- Day
0230pn.

‘A beautiful fresh flowes will greet every mother.as
Che prepares 10 feast on Steamship Round of Beef
s jus, cured ham, honey dipped fried chicken, eggs,
bacon, sausage, vegetable, potato. salads and dres-
Sings, fresh fruits, jello molds and cherry or peach
cobbler for dessert. . -

< ill be available from nnon.

Yake the tamiy to a Mother's Day brunch.
An elegant brunch will be served from 8 am. fo 2 pm.
Inthe Pool Teace. Choose tom a dellcious selection
ol breaMas! and mid-day favorites. Adutts, $5.95.
Children and Senlor Clizens, $4.75,
Treat Mother fo an elegant dinner butfet at cur
. Sintuilty Sumptuous Sunday Sup. .
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This Mother’s Day edition Includes culinary favorlies—
an extravagarnza of salads, entrees and dessert
tempiations. Adults, $12.95, Children, $7.95,
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