By Donaid J. Frederick -
National Geagraphic Soclety

AZISCOHOS LAKE, Maine: A paleo-
Indian site- almost 11,000 years old,
complete with a hearth and thousands
of stone tools, has been excavated in a
dry lake bed in western Maine.

Discovery of a nearby killing ground
where animals were speared by the In-
dians makes: the site on remote Az-
iscohos Lake, unique in the East, ac-
cording to archeologist Richard Mi-
chael Gramly of the Maine State Muse-
um, who directed the excavation.

“Similar paleo-Indian habitations
have been found in the East, but
they've never been ied by a

used to

‘The mine is one of the only ancient
Indian subsurlace working areas yet
found in North America, and is a
striking example of the ingenuity of

these early people.’

— Richard Gramly

gions in Alaska.
“We can now infer,” he said, “that no
of the eastern United States was
off limits to these prehistoric peoples
just because of a harsh environment.”

killing ground,” he explained.

The hunting area. yielded four com-
plete fluted or grooved spear points “in
mint-sharp condition” and tip sections
of six more.

THE INTREPID hunters built their
first fires in the area i the shadow of a
waning ice age. Most of the great ice
sheets had retreated to central Canada
11,000 years ago, although scattered
remnants may have lingered in the
highlands around the site.

Gramly pointed out that the climate
at the 1,600-foot-high encampment,
surrounded even teday by wild hilly
country, was comparable to the weath-
er encountered at 7,000 to 8,000 feet in
the Rockies or similar mountainous re-

d by the National G h-
ic Soclcty, the archeologist uncovered
more than 13,000 stone artifacts at the
site. Almost half of them were shpaed
into tools such as spear points, knives,
serapers, and wedgelike chisels.

The great number of artifacts leads
Gramly to believe that the habitation
site — located at the end of a broad
mountain river valley in ancient tjmes
— was occupied by perhaps one or two
(am)ly groups on at least 50 different
occasions. The visits may have contin-
ued on and off for as long as 100 years.

BITTER WINDS and blinding snows
drove the hunters from the region in
the colder montbs, just as they do most
modern-day visitors. During a harsh
winter the temperature can plunge to -

35 F in the area.

* So why did these early people return
agam and again after wintering else-
where? Abundant game was one at-
traction.

A survey of the terrain revealed a
spot where a small stream bisected the
river in the valley. It was the only
place where migrating animals could
easily have reached the other side, and
it was at this confluence that Gramly
found the spear points. Unfortunately,
there were no animal bones remaining
op the site; the acidic soil had long ago
devoured them.

: But there was another reason the In-
dians were drawn to the valley. They
wanted to replenish their tool kits. Just
20 miles north of the site, Gramly
found Ledge Ridge, a rocky forested
outerop yielding a fine grade of stone.

“There’s no question that the stone

habitation site came from this ridge,”
he said. “It’s just a question of time un.
til we can find the workshops.”

Last year the archeologist had gréat
success finding such workshops at
Mount Jasper, a small mountain rising
above the mill town of Berlin, N.H.

Indians began digging into a cliff
near Jasper’s suminit 7,000 years ago.
They were after rhyolite, an igneous
rock prized for making tools such as
knives, spear points, drills and
scrapers. Chunks of rhyolite weighing
as much as 20 pounds were broken off

the main mass with the aid of heavy

greenstone hammers.

BY THE TIME generations of these
primitive miners had exhausted the
rich source of stone centuries later,
they had tunneled 30 feet into the
mountain. The pillar of rock that they
wisely left to support the roof of the
mine still stands near the entrance.

“The mine is one of the only ancient
Indian subsurface working areas yet
found in North America, and is a strik-
ing example of the ingenuity of these
early people,” observed Gramly.

The earliest craftsmen shaped the
stone on the crest of the mountain. Lat-
er workshops were situated on the
banks of the Dead River several hun-
dred feet below.

the tools at the .
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Gramly and his team found prodi-
gious amouns of worked stone at these
lower worksliops. In one 30-square-foot
area, more than 100,000 piecs were
recovered.

But exploring the rugged, wooded

. terrain from top to bottom wash't easy.

As the archeologist put it, “On this site
we learned our three R's very quickly
~ roots, rocks, and raw knuckles.” The
hard work turned up about 400 finished
tools at Mount Jasper, and promised
new insights into ancient travel pat-
terns. .

Unearthed Maine Indlan site boon to archeol 3gi8ts

The first pecp]e to mine the moun-

taln stayed in the area, whereas later
Indians ranged widely throughout what
is now New England.

Said Gramly: “They stopped at other
lithic source areas, made new tools of
other rocks, and by the time they re-

3 turned a year or more after wandering
the northern woods, they discarded
some of, their badly banered tools at
Mount Jasper. Similarly, I feel that as
other ancient stone sites are discov-
ered, we'll find stone from Mount
Jasper at some of them.”

“BUIED YOUR OWN HOUSE

[Buikding your own b
Nas

to. or remodeling can be a very|
ving thousands of dollars’ We know]

courses were grec

d by an exciting response when intreduced ot the

Buikders Show at Cobo Hallin Msrch. 1981

We will cover: DESIGN

SITE PLANNING CLIMATE

FRAMINGLUMBER

1 the phanes of eonsiruction 10 o fogicat

cckly iright courses merthlyy at our headquatices just north o

MATERIALS & PURCHASING

FOUNDATIONS & CONCRETE

DAY COURSE:5 g Dl  Monday th Py 5300 pen
I

et it now (0 trve nrstmert
i, comtact. JW Waters & Ausoc Inc

23159 Avon Industrat Dr

Aubrarn Heights, ME 35057

SHEATHING-ROOFING
GLASSINSULATION
ELECTRICAL.DRYWALL

PLUMBING & HEATING

LEGAL. INSURANCE. PERMITS. ETC.,

simphid. cauy 1o undestand manncr Heaws vt
iiment I

§ Cooica RE Aubures

Thurr o weck

250 per purson

(313) 852.604%
—

= MowEBEcK ORIENTAL
° s 457 Projector
nus'lc cedar :glz‘m 5u50- $25495 GIFTWARE SALE
1/1.4lens %ow $ 50
Fence $959 ey *166” SAVE 30%

Posts
3"x5"°x8’

HAGGERTY
LUMBER. o

ON OUR ENTIRE STOCK
ONE DAY ONLY

« Five projectlon selections

+ Larger built-in viewing screen {3%"'x5")

« Thumbwheel focusing

+ Automatic rewind

+ “Fast forward" plus “Rewind" — rapid access
« 50-watt, 30-volt ENZ projection famp

Levon’s
30825 Greenfield at 13 Mile
642

-
ZEE

Save 30% Saturday, May 9 only, on our entire stock
of Oriental giftware. Choose from beautiful Oriental Porcelain, Cloisonne’
and Cinnabar. Every piece reduced 30%. Shop now for Mother’s Day, graduation,
weddings or start a ccllection for yourself. Well wrap your purchase in our
complimentary silver box. Use our own convenient charge or we
wvelcome American Efpress, Visa and MasterCard.

STEWART-GLENNCO
_“YQURFULL SERVICE STORE™

"
o See our new and exciting displays of fine furniture
> Land accessories. Roam through our Pennsylvania
__ 7"'“House Gallery with the beautiful room settings.
During this event we are featuring a STOREWIDE
SALE on all merchandise including SPECIAL
ORDERS. Save on Living Room, Bedroom, Dining -
Room, Bedding, Lamps, Aocessones and Occa-
sional pieces for 3 DAYS ONLY. 4
Take time to see our Carpet and Drapery depart-~
ments and the new items from well known manu
facturers like Pennsylvania House, Conover,
Stanley, White of Mebane, Temple-Sluart Stiffel,
Berven Carpets and many more.

There will be TWO beautiful door prizes given
away EACH DAY. On Saturday a special drawing
2 will be held In which two winners will each receive
a 50 gift certificate and the grand prize winner his |-
ENTIRE PURCHASE made during the three-day ¢
.or a %200.00 gift certlficate if no
purchases were made. The winners will be notified
after the drawing. :'
So come in and see the new look at Stewart-
Glenn, Oakland County’s oldest family. owned
furniture store. I

sale FREE. .

Refreshments

TODAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

MAY 7th and 8th 'til 9 p.m.

and SATURDAY, MAY 9th 'til 5:30

2600 N. Woodward

Just South of Square Lake Road

You’re
Invited

Sale Prices

Door Prizes

charles W WARREN

IEWELERS SINCE 1902

NORTHLAND ~EASTLANT

SOMERSET MALL TROY, 6333311

esigner
Solarian Sale

Reg. 16% sq. yd. Now $1295

Material only. Installatlon extra

522-5300

Armstrong No-Wax Sundial® Solarian

An excéllent value in NO-WAX Floors
in over 30 great patterns and col-
ors...Available in popular 12 ft. width.

Special - because we're flooring specialists
NOBODY SELLS QUALITY FORLESS

R. KRAMER CO.

KNOWNFOR eu:u.mr |N31'A|.u110u !
5986 MIDDLEBELT (Between Sand 6 Mile)

REG. $10%

NOW 95
ONLY ss sq. yd.

HOURS: muuﬁd.‘ Thoeaid
Tues and Sab 8PN,




