Qemonstratzons scheduled

Indlgo blue and white quilts star in 3rd annual sdegﬁ

'l'he third anhual quilt show at Som-
. erset Mall, May 11-16, will have a vari-
ety of quilt-oriented activities. There
will be an exhibition for students and’
collectors, technique-oriented
workshops for quilt makers and infor-
mation lectures and slide presentations
forall.

Indigo-blue and white quilts will
dominate the exhibition section. These
are on loan from private collectors and
tuseums from all over the United
States. Originally, most of the blue and
white quilts were made in the Great
Lake States, Michigan, Chio, Indiana,
Dlinois, New York and Pennsylvania
betweem 1850 and 1890. They are par-
ticularly desirable since natural indigo
blue! dyes were abandoned during the
indastrial revolution in favor of the
much less expensive chemically based
dyes. Indigo is oten considered the

'mystery dye” because there is no

. trace of blue in the indigo plant. The

color appeared after removal from the
dye vat, the plant itself is green and
gray with pink blossoms. It was unde-
sirable to work with because of the
dreadful stench and taste and workers
belfeved it caused a variety of physical
impariments. Another mystery is that
‘while the plant is believed to have crig-
inated in England, there is no evidence
that blue resist fabrics, made from the
plant were ever made in Europe.

According to Merry Silber and San-
dra Mitchell, show coordinators, it took
almost a year to gather the group of
blue and white quilts, the first of its
kind to their knowledge. -

In addition, there will be more than
500 quilts for sale along with hand-
crafted items, quilt supplies and books
by some 30 dealers from across the
country.

A first for this area will be.a Quilt
Film Festival with a different film
each day and premiering “Quilts in
Women's Lives,” a multi-award win-
ning film commissioned by the Oakland
Museum in California.

Ten workshops will be given by Jin-
ny Beyer, Jeannie Spears, Annamae
Kelly, Pepper Corey, Sarah Deasy and
Veralyn Davie. Preregnslmuon is nec-

and there is a fee for the
workshops. All workshops will be held
in the community room at Saks Fifth
Avenue. For more information, call
643-6360 or 642-4371.

Several lectures will be presented on
the lower level of the mall beginning
with George Bird, “The Henry Ford
Museun Quilt and Coverlet Collec-
tions™; Darwin Bearly, “Ohio Amish
Quilts”; Jinny Beyer, “Explorations in
Quilt Designs”; Julie Siiber, “American
Quilts: A Handemade Legacy"; Sandra

Mitchell, appraisals; and Merry Snlber
“Bring-Your-Own-Quilt.
A poster commemorating the qmlt
exhibit will be on sale during the show.
The daily events are:

® Monday, 9330 aa.-to 1:30 pm.
Jinny Beyer workshop, “Quilting”;
11a.m.-noon, George Bird, slide lecture,
Henry Ford Museum collection; 1:30-2
p m film, “Quilts in Women's Lives”;
-4 p.m., Jinny Beyer lecture, "Ex-
plorauens in Quilt Design”; 4-9 p.m.,
Mr. and Mrs. James Hopper, quilting
demonstration; 5-9 p.m. Jinny Beyer
workshop, “Patchwork Pattern Draft-
ing"; and 7-9 p.m. Darwin Bearley lec-
ture, “Ohio Amish Quilts.”

® Tuesday: 9:30 am. to 1:30 p.m.
Jinny Beyer workshop, “Color and Fab-
rie Coordination™; 1 a.m.-noon, Ju-
lie Silber slide lecture, “Quilts: A Hand-
made legacy”; 2-6 p.m., Jinny Beyer

warkshup. “Medallion Quilts™; and 3-4
pm., Merry Silber, “Bring-Your-Own-
Quilt” and Sandra Mitchell, appraisals.

® Wednesday: 9:30 am. to 4 pm,,
Jeannie M. Spears, “Teaching Work-
shep for Instructors™; 11 a.m.-noon,
Yvante Ham, demonstration of ma-

chine quilting; 1-2 p.m. Mrs. Southwell,

“Recycling,” demonstration; and 2-3
p.m., Yvanne Ham, machine quilting.

® Thursday: 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
Annamae ' Kelly, “Making a Winner,”
workshop; 11 am.-12:30 p.m., Julie

Silber, slide lecture, “American Quilts: -

A Handmade Legacy"; 2:30-3:30 p.m.,
three .quilt films; 2-5 pm. Annamae
Kelly worksho, “Traditional Patterns
Used in a New Way”; and 4-9 p.m., Mr.
and Mrs. James Hopper, quilting dem-
onstration.

© Friday: 9:30 am. to 1:30 pm;
Pepper Corey workshop, “Log Cabin
Variations,” 11 a.m.-noen, “Quilts in
Women's Lives,” film; 2-6 p.m. Saran
Deasy workshop, “Quilting as an Art
Form”; and 4-9. p.m., Mr. and Mrs.
James Hopper, quilting demonsm}hun

. Salnrday: 9:30 am. to 4 p.m. Ver:
alyn Davie workshop, “Quilting from
Seratch™; 1-2:30 p.m., Merry Silber;
“Bring-Your-Own Quilt,” and Sandra
Mitchell, appraisals; and 9:30 a.m. to.4

pm., Jeannie M. Spears workshop,
qullung skills. B

Ongoing demonstrations will be held
e event at
booths. The exhibit is open to the public
at no charge, Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m,, Thursday and Friday until 9
pm.
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Montessori school expands
with push from parenis

By Loraine McClish
staff writer

” Maria Montessori School, operating
now in North Farmington Baptist
Church, will expand to include children
up to 9 years old or in the third grade in
September.

Classes for the 2-%- to 6-year-olds
will remain in Farmington Hills, while
the first- to third-, -graders will be in ses-
sions next fall in West Bloomfield's
Church of Our Savior on Maple and
Middlebelt roads.

“We've been blessed,” said Tom Ker-
bawy. Kerbawy opened the first Mon-
tessori school in the Farmington-West
Bloomﬁeld area that is afiilia(ed with

with his co-teacher Shamella Gunwar-
dana less than a year ago.

“We knew we had a gocd idea even
though economically it wasn't the best
of times to open a private school,” he
said. “But a good portion of the chil-
dren here ready for first grade will .be
continuing with us because their par-
ents have asked for it.

“We know we're good, but it sure is
nice to be appreciated with that much
support from the parents.”

KERBAWY AND Ms. Gunawardana
work with an assistant, Meher Khan,
overseeing 37 youngsters who at any
one time are involved in almost as
many projects.

Some attend morning, some attend
afternoon and some all-day sessions.

Children are given a choice of three
activities to work on as they choose for
their time there in keeping with the
Montessori approach to education,
which involves a high degree of free-

m

All materials used are standard, im-
ported, Montessori equipment which
dovetails into the p! and pre-

but not working necessarily with them.

Meanwhile, the Montessori teacher
instruets individually and fosters com-
petence in the child as an independent
learner.

“Immediate feedback is tantamount
in Montessori schools,” Kerbawy said.

“At every step of learning, the teach-
ing material is designed to test the stu-
dent’s understanding and to correct er-
rors. Every learning apparatus has a
built-in control of error.”

DR. MARIA Montessori based her
educational philosophy on the principle
that the only valid impulse to learning
is the self-motivation of the child; that
the child moves him or herself toward
learning. The teacher functions as the

talyti t.

pared environment, which possesses a
certain order. The combination of

uipment and environment aims to
dispose the child to develop his capabil-
ities at his own speed, according to his
own capacities, in a non-competitive
atmesphere.

The child learns to work alone, en-
joying the presence of other children

Satting her own rate of academic progress, s-year-old Amina Ahra—
hams has mastered the multiplication tables, addition and subtraction

with the

learning

When the first chord is heard from Tom Kerbawy's gul(ar, yuungstsrs
loll up thelr mats, put their materlals away and form a circle for song-

lytic agent.

Kerbawy became interested in Mon-
tessori schoals through a psychologist
who was a student of his while be was
teaching guitar.

It was the psychologist’s belxef that
he wouldn't have so many troubled pa-
tients if, as youngsters, they were in-
stilled with more self-confidence and
more respect for themselves and oth-

ers.

“It was the seed that started me on
my way to investigate Montessori
schools, which adhere to the same be-
lief,” Kerbawy said.

After Montessori training in the U.S.
and then teaching here for two years
with schools affiliated with American
Montessori Society, Kerbawy left to
study in Italy with the international as-
sociation.

“I was working with very little chil-
dren, and there was very little here
that could tell me if what we were
doing did in fact lead to the independ-
ent thinker, the person with a positive
self-image, the success-oriented person
our methods-are aimed to develop.

“Now I am fully convinced that they
do.”

SUBSEQUENT co-teaching with Ms.
Gunawardana led the two to open the
international-affiliated school here less
than a year ago.

“We- worked like crazy all last sum-
mer, ordering equipment or making it
ourselves,” he said, “and every step of

Tom Kerbawy, co-director of Mar
checks on §-year-old Lara Gale who is

School,
learning

India.

[GI

the way we remained as close as possi-
ble to the concepts of Dr. Montessori.

‘The coming summer will be a repeat
of last summer for the co-directors as
they prepare for their expansion in
West Bloomfield.

Inquiries will be taken by calling the
Farmington Hills facility at 851-9595.

preparation for the noon break.
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