Don’t seitle for inferior graSs seed

Now is the time to give your lawn a
good start. At the locations you're
ashamed of, rake out dead growth with
a steel rake and use a weed killer to
stop the crab grass {an annual), which
enjoys.- finding an open place on the
lawn to establish its tentacles. Spray
now.

Fertilize after you are satisfied with
your policing of the condition of the
lawn floor. It pays to buy good lawn
seed as the cheaper grades are filled in
with inferior seed. You will discover
some “fine” perennial rye on the mar-
ket which is competing with Kentucky
Bluegrass, Deep watering is necessary
until it becomes established, unless
Mother Nature covers the assignment.

Purchase your seeds and plants from
a reputable seed company or garden
center. Remember, the cheaper buy
isn't necessarily the better buy. If you
are planting potatees, get them from a
seed store or a farmer’s cooperative
where you can get certified disease-
free seed potatoes.

Be sure to buy tomato seeds or
plants from a reputable dealer. These
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plants should have been grown from
seed previously treated for fusarium
and verticillium disease.

The best way to start seeds inside
and avoid damping off is to use a soi-
less planting medium, available at gar-
den centers. You can sterilize your own
soil by placing it in a can and baking it
in the oven for one and a-half hours at
350 degrees.

As you plant your vegetables, re-
member that squash, melons and toma-
toes are susceptible to the same dis-
eases. So, separate those plantings.

HAVE YOU ever disinfected your
gardenvlools? If you use a knife to're-

Creatnve Landscape

The proper use of your landscape doliars can
bring you results that are almost as good as
growing money. An important part of our
landscape service is providing our customers
with ideas thar'are deligned 10 keep mainte-
nance low, proside beauty, and most impor-
vant of all.. satisfy your landscape dreams.
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move suckers, a mix of 10-percent
Chlorox will disinfect the knife. Rinse
in clear water.

1f you are a smoker you should real-
ize that there are viruses in tobacco
that readily infect many of our orna-
mental and vegetable plants. Tomato
mosaic can get a good start from to-
bacco and will. also attack green
peppers. Smokers should wash their
hands thoroughly before working in the
garden. This rule is also applicable if
you are clearing out diseased plants.
Wash your hands after handling any
plant that you suspect is diseased.

You can sterilize soil in a trash bag.
Add two and a half tablespoons of for-

malin (40 percent formaldebyde) to one

cup of water and mix with a bushel of
moist soil. Seal and don't planl seeds
untll the soil has been “aired” for two
days as the odor is toxic to glants and
bothers people,

There is a 4-foot shrub, Exochorda

" (often called ‘pear] bush) which in the

spring has a mass of white flowers
which look like pearls. Iis growth is
compact, and it would be a perfect se-
lection for a courtyard. It has a long

flowering cycle. I noticed it in the Way-

side catalog.

As gardeners, let's get our ducats to-
gether. At any age, gardening as a hob-
by is tops. You get exercise, you get to
enjoy the outdoors and gain a feeling of
satisfaction. And a good garden (from
trees to annuals, toss in the lawn, too)
increases the value of your property.

Friends are another plus in garden-
ing as you add to your list of friends by
sharing plants and garden produce. if
you stop to evaluate your garden
friends, they are special people who
are kind and friendly. Join the “club.”
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ING TO WIN

WIN A FAMILY WEEKEND GETAWAY

“INN AT THE BRIDGE" iS LOCATED AT THE BLUE
WATER BRIDGE IN PORT HURON ONLY 75 MINUTES
AWAY FROM METROPOLITAN DETROIT.

i 2= “Inn At The Bridge” and thed Mile &

Shopping Center Merchants’ Association are sponsoring a Family
Getaway Weekend in honor of Mother's Day and we want you to win!
All you have to do to enter is fill out an entry blank at any one of the
fine stores in our shopping center. If you’re a winner, this i is what your
Getaway Weekend will include:

-$50° SPENDING MONEY
COMPLIMENTS OF THE MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

- PLEASANT GUEST ROOM

+ LATE SUNDAY CHECKOUT

+ EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE FOOD IN THE LOVELY
CASUAL ATMOSPHERE OF ASHER’S RESTAURANT

+ INDOOR SWIMMING POOL, SAUNA AND JACUZZI
"« 22 L ANE BOWLING CENTER

» FREE SUPERVISED ARTS AND CRAFTS ROOM FOR Q
THE KIDS (4- YEARS AND OLDER). BABYSITTING
SERVICE AVAILABLE.

« CHILDREN’S FREE MOVIES
« THE “SPORTS SALOON” WITH 6 FT. T.V. SCREEN

+ THERE WILL BE 2 WINNERS - THE DRAWING
DATE IS MAY 9, 1981 @,5:00 P.M.

+YOU NEED NOT BE PRESENT AT THE DRAW- *
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