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The Sea Islands

Variety abounds on Georgia’s coast

By Iris Sanderson Jones

spegcial writer
ITTLE ST. Simons Island, Ga. — All of the Sea
Islands must have looked like this once —
marsh grass under a Georgia blue sky,
osprey nests high in the trees and a baby
alligator resting his chin on the bank.

Little St. Simons Island is only one of the Sea
Islands of Georgia, which offer a surprising variety
of life styles for tourists along this 100-mile inland
waterway between Savannah and the northern bor-
der of Florida.

‘The Spanish, and later the cotton planters, were
on all of these islands, but the lamr development of
the islands has been re b;

Methodism in the New World, preached to Indians
and colonists.

The Lighthouse and Mnseum of Coastal History,
where you can see plantation life on display, is also
on Little St. Simons, not far from the site of the
Battle of Bloody Marsh, which ended the Spanish-
English struggle for Georgia.

THE RESIDENTIAL, shopping and smali-motel
environment of St. Simons Island is in sharp con-
trast to the slick tourist environment of Sea Island,
home of an elegant resort called The Cloister.

The cotton plantation which once dominated this
island can be seen now only in sinall touches. Ma-
jestic live uaks lead to the Sea Island Golf Course.
The

e by
than by geography. Little St. Snmons is privately
owned and has been used for 75 years as a hunting
preserve. Sea Island is corporately owned.

St. Simons Istand is residential, and contains the
most historic landmarks still standing on the is-
lands. Jekyll Istand is state-owned and runs the
gamut from campgrounds and beach hotels to the
restored “cottages” of Millionaires Village.

THE SEA ISLANDS have been under five flags
— Spanish, French, British, United States and Con-
federate. There are no traces of the Spanish mis-
sions built here in the 18th century, but you can still
visit the remains of a British fort called Fort
Frederica on St. Simons Island.

Frederica is one of the many forts built by the
British when they settled Georgia as a buffer
against Spanish domination in America. St. Simons
is also the site of Christ Church, built in 1820 on the
site where John and Charles Wesley, founders of

g ruins of an old slave hospital still
stands near the clubhouse; the walls are made of
“tabby,” a material composed of oyster shells, lime
and sand.

The Cloister resort itself is a sprawling Spanish-
style building with red-tiled roofs, where guests
spread across patios, bars and old-fashioned dining
rooms. The beachhouse across the road has swim-
ming and boating facilities. A variety of tennis, bik-
ing, skeet shooting and other facilities are spread
around the island. Rates range from $60 to $160
double per night, depending on room, location and
season.

JEKYLL ISLAND, the third of what is known as
the Golden Isles, is totally different from either Sea
or St. Simons islands.

Jekyll has the centuries-old remains of an Eng-
lish house and a French cemetery, but it is famous
as the site of the Jekyll Island Club. Here the mil-
lionaires of America built a private socia] retreat,

Asides on a trip to Savannah

The unexpected sidelights of a trip are often as
interesting as the attractions you went to visit in
the first place.

‘Two such sidelights for me were meeting authors
Diana and Bill Gleasner and discovering the histor-
ic inns of Savannah. Diana and Bill have enough
sense of humor to forgive me for putting them in
the same sentence with restored historic sites.

The Gleasners were living in Buffalo, N.Y. when
they decided to leave the frozen north for a
warmer, freer life. Diana had been a writer and
photographer for years. Bill became 2 first-class
professional photographer, and theyspent a year in
Hawaii deciding what to do with their combined
talents and'where to settle.

After weeks and months of pouring over maps
and gathering information about warm southern
cities, they chose Charlotte, N.C. Diana remembers
vividly the day she flew in to buy the family house;,
none of them had ever been in Charlotte before, but
it was the chosen place.

Bill and Diana individually and as a team have
led a successful life there as writers and photogra-
phers. One of their books is called “Sea Islands of
the South” {East Woods Press, Fast & McMillan
Publishers, Inc., 820 East Blvd., Charlotte, N.C.
28203; also available in bookstores).

Tt is an excellent reference book for anyone visit-
ing the sea islands of North Carolina, South Caroli-
na, Georgia or Florida.

I enjoyed the book, the authors and the success
story of two people who learned to live their own
kind of life through travel.

ANOTHER EXCITING success story, with a
somewhat longer history, are the historic inns of
Savannah, Ga. The newest is the Ballastone Inn at
14 E. Oglethorpe. A wrought-iren stai :case leads up
to the doorway of the elegant four-story building,
which has been recently converted to what Savan-
nabh folks call “historic bed and breakfast.”

These are the appropriate accommodations for
people who like genteel old-fashioned living among
streets shaded by live oak trees and colored with
old Southern history.

The Ballastone has been restored so that you can
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have a comfortable mattress on an elegant old
four-poster bed and a big breakfast served every
morning on antique furniture in your room. Rates
are from $55 for a single, $70 for a double, $125 for
a suite, including breakfast.

An older, better-known historic-bed-and-break-
fast place is The 1790, where the locals love to hang
out after work. The old, dark, low-ceilinged lobby
leads you to a gourmet dining room and to the old,
restored hotel bedrooms.

For a list of historic-bed-and-breakfast places in
Savannah, contact the Savannah Visitors Center,
301 W. Broad St., Savannah, Ga. 31402.
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Hcrses run free across lee St. Simons Is-
land, Ga.

which is now open to the pub]ic under the name,

Millionaires Village.

Elegant, multi-story “cottages” ecarry names
such as Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, Pulitzer and Mor-
gan. The cottages were abandoned during World
War II because submarines were sighted near the
island and the American government feared a pos-
sible German attack on families who owned one-
sixth of the world's wealth.

Jekyll is now a state park, and a source of con-
troversy because of the conflict between resort de-
velopers and environmentalists. From the air, you
can see the whole story — the elegant “cottage”
rooftops, the beach strip and the large campground
at the end of the island. A large percentage of
Jekyll Island must be kept wild under state law,
giving it some of the natural look that is otherwise
found only on the lesser-known islands.

Cumberland Island, owned by the National Park
Service, contains Cumberland Island National
Seashore. The ¢'d family mansion on the island is a
potential overnight stop for travelers.

You can also visit the old mansion, the salt
marsh and the beaches of Sapelo Island if you have
advance reservations on the ferry from Meridian.

IF YOU REALLY like sea island wilderness,
however, your best bet is Little St. Simons Island,
which has rough summer cottage accommodations
for about 21 people.

Cotton was grown here once, but the Berol-
zheimer family has owned the island since 1906. It
was used as a family retreat and hunting preserve
until it was opened to the public three years ago.

Naturalists John and Cathy Sakas pick you up at
the dock en St. Simons and take you by motorboat
down Village Creek and the Hampton River to the
old woeden dock on Mosquito Creek.

It costs $135 a day per couple, including three
heftg meals, to stay in one of the old peeled log
cottages, swing in the old hammock, ride the hors-
es, tour the unspoiled marsh land in a truck, eat
fresh crab on the beach or just put your feet up on
the veranda of the old hunting lodge.

For information on the Sea Islands and the adja-
cent mainland town of Brunswick, contact the
Georgia Department of Industry and Trade, 1400
N. Omni International, Box 1776, Atlanta, Ga.
30301, or Coastal Georgia, Box 1316, Brunswick,
Ga. 31521,
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Naturalist John Sakas'plays with the animals on the porch of his iodge
on Little St. Simons Island.
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Why not treat your wife toa holiday in Toronto
it won't cost you an extra peany! For your chic but
affordable escape to the centre of Toronto,
the Sutton Place offers you luxurious accommodztions
for $59 per night (Canadian funds). Come in 3 ckend.
Friday through Monday. Reservations are subject to availability.
Atthe Sutton Place. you're pampered with our
impeccable 24-hour reom service. You can take a refreshing
dip in our indoor pool. or simply relax on our sun-deck
Enjoy a tele-theatre mavie in the comfort of your mom You
can sample our renowned Sunday Brunch in The Ro unt.
And dine and dance the night away high above the city in
Stop 3. Near you ar the fashionable shops of Bloor Street to
browse through. And a City Tour Bus staps at our entrance.
You see. two can still live as luxuriously for the price of one
at least at The Sutton Place.
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