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11,000-year-old habitat discovered

By-Dorniald J. Frederick
- spécial writer

A paleo-Indian site almost 11,000 yéars
old, complete with a hearth and thousands
of stone tools, has been excavated in a dry
lake bed in western Maine.

Discovery of a nearby killing ground
where animals were speared by the Indi-
ans makes the site on remote Aziscohos
Lake unigue in the East, according to ar-
cheologist Richard Michael Gramly of the
Maine State Museum, who directed the ex-
cavation.

“Similar paleo-Indian habitations have

* bezn found in the East, but they've never
begn accompanied by a killing ground,” he
explained. ’

The hunting area yielded four complete
fluted or grooved spear points “in mint-
sharp condition” and tip sections of six
more. N

THE INTREPID hunters built their
first fires in the area in the shadow of a
waning ice age. Most of the great ice
sheets had retreated to central Canada
11,000 years ago, although scattered rem-
nants may have lingered in the highlands
around the site.

‘Gramly pointed out that the climate at
the 1,600-foot-high encampment, sur-
rounded even today by wild hilly country,
was comparable to the weather encoun-
tered at 7,000 to 8,000 feet in the Rockies
or similar mountainous regions in Alaska.

“We can now infer,” he said, “that no
part of the eastern United States was off
limits to these prehistoric peoples just be-
cause of a harsh.environment.”

‘Supported by the National Geographic
Sqciety, the archeologist uncovered more
than 13,000 stone artifacts at the site. Al-
miost half of them were shpaed into tools
suich as spear points, knives, scrapers, and

The great number of artifacts leads

Gramly to believe that the habitation site
— located at the ead of a broad mountain *

river valley in ancient times — was oceu-
pied by perhaps one or two family groups
on at least 50 different occasions. The vis-
its may have continued on and off for as
long as 100 years.

BITTER WINDS and blinding snows
drove the hunters from the region in the
colder months, just as they do most mod-
ern-day visitors. During a harsh winter the
temperature can plunge to -35 F in the

area.

So why did these early people return
again and again after wintering else-
where? Abundant game was one attrac-
tion.

A survey of the terrain revealed a spot
where a small stream bisected the river in
the valley. It was the only place where mi-
grating animals could easily have reached
the othey side, and it was at this conflu-
ence that Gramly found the spear points.
Unfortunately, there were no animal
bones remaining on the site; the acidic soil
had long ago devoured them.

But there was another reason the Indi-
ans were drawn to the valley. They want-
ed to replenish their tool kits. Just 20
miles north of the site, Gramly found

Ledge Ridge, a rocky forested outcrop -

yielding a fine grade of stone.

“There's no question that the stone used X

to manufacture the tools at the habitation
site came from this ridge,” he said. “It's
just a question of time until we can find
the workshops.”

Last year the archeologist had great
success finding such workshops at Mount
Jasper, a small mountain rising above the
‘mill town of Berlin,

Indians began digging into a cliff near
Jasper's summit 7,000 years ago. They
were af’er rhyolite, an igneous rock prized

points, drills and scrapers. Chunks of rhy-
olite weighing as much ‘as 20 pounds were
broken off the main mass with the ald of
lteavy greenstone hammers.

source of stone-centuries later, they had

* tunneled 30 feet into the mountain. The
pillar-of rock that they wisely left to sup-
pert the roof of the mine still stands near
{he entrance.

“The mine is one of the only ancient In-
dian subsurface working areas yet found
iv North America, and is a striking exam-
ple of the ingenuity of these early people,”
observed Gramly.

The earliest craftsmen shaped the stone
on the crest of the mountain, Later
workshops were situated on the banks of
the Dead River several bundred feet be-
low.

Gramly and his team found prodigious
amounts of worked stone at these lower

. workshops. In one 30-square-foot area,
‘more than 100,000 pieces were recovered.

But exploring the rugged, wooded ter-
rain from top to bottom wasn't easy. As
the archeologist put it, “On this site we
learned our three R's very quickly —
roots, rocks, and raw knuckles.” The hard
work turned up about 400 finished tools at
Mount Jasper, and promised new insights
into ancient travel patterns.

The first people to mine the mountain
stayed in the area, whereas later Indians
ranged widely throughout what is mow
New England, |

Said Gramly: ‘They-stopped at other
lithic source areas, made new tools of
other rocks, and by the time they returned
a year or more after wandering the north-
ern woods, they discarded some of their
badly battered tools at Mount Jasper. Sim-
ilarly, I feel that as other ancient stone
sites are discovered, we'll find stone from

'

Madonna College

graduates .

551 ... in Temple Beth El

Gathered in a Jewish temple, more than 300
Madonna College graduates. and their families
beard from a Catholic theologian a commence-
ment challenge to “speak credibly about a world
that is created by God as a gift.”

The Rev. John M. Quinn of Madonna's relig-

“It

He

is meant to further the exploration of

bringing the Catholic Christian tradition into di-
alogue with the contemporary human experi-
ence,” he said.

also said that language out of Vatican H

Eu:‘jtudl_a pxl‘;eml:eﬁie?;er% the challenge as m'n’l{::cce:uncﬂm” ltdae:h'ers " he said, “remind us that
e Livonia college held its 34 o pryaied !
in Temple Beth El of Birmingham. The move to 1+ 15 OF to read the signs of the

the temple was mainly practical and a little ecu-
menical, said Sister M. Francilene Van De
- Vyver, Madonna president.

“With 551 graduates, our auditorium was just
100 small,” she said of the first off-campus com-
mencement. “I had participated in a special pro-
gram at the Beth El at the invitation at Rabbi
Richard Hertz, and many of our students are
familiar with it because a visit there is part of
aur religious studies program.

“So I asked, and the rabbi and the board said
they would be honored to have us.”

Commencement for the college's largest class
also included the awarding of an honorary doc-
tor of humanities to Mother M. Clarentine
Drienis, superior of the Midwest's Presentation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Province of the Feli-
cian Sisters. The order founded and operates the
Livonia college.

Diplomas were awarded to 29 recipieats of
Madonna's first bachelor of social work degrees,
309 receiving bachelor of science degrees, 111
receiving bachelor of science in nursing degrees,
46 graduating with bachelor of arts degrees and
56.who completed associate degree programs.

FR. QUINN, who is associate pastor of St. Pe-
ter church in Harper Woods, discussed in his ad-
dress the role of Catholie higher education in
this country.

He told the graduates that despite monumen-
tal changes in the world, “the mission of the
Catbholic college remains ever the same from the
great schools of of Alexandra and Antioch . . .to
the founding of our unique system in our coun-
try.”

said.
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work

land,

times and interpret them in the light of the gos-

Quinn likened the Catholic college of to-

Fr.
day to “a lobster shedding its outer shell but
growing and stretching in new ways.”

“The task is every old and always new,” he

“We are as a pilgrim people, proclaiming a

tradition, interpreting a present, enriching that
tradition with our own unique insights and shap-

‘more humane and Christian future.”
P HONOR among the graduates went to

Mary Ellen Fritsch, natural sciences and relig-
jous studies major from Qak Park, who received
the college’s Lumen Award.

She maintained a 3.8 average, was active on
the campus ministry team and did volunteer

at St. Edith Catholic Church of Livonia

while a Madonna student.

Students who earned degrees with highest
honors for grade-point averages of 3.9-4.0 in-
cluded Rita Westhaus, Joanne Turshnivk and
Linda Mylnarezyk of Livonia, Susan Tluczek of
Garden City anc Carol Reinke of Farmington
Hills.

A \

High-honors diplomas went to Mary Louise
Elzerman, Barbara Kutz, Christa Otto, Phyllis
Paterson, Franca Tartaglia, Donna Thibault,
Maria Trujillo and Robert Zaschak, all of Livo-
nia; Kimberly Bogacki and Karen A. Pace of
Redford; Lynn M. Pietrzak, Theresa Reece,
Caro! Sheppard and Wayne A. Wolf, all of West-

Michael Harpster and Sharon Marie Milli-

gan of Garden City; Dianne S. Evans of Canton;
Patricia Cassidy and Barbara Majoras of Farm-
ington Hills.

wedgelike chisels. for making tools such as knives, spear Mount Jasper at some of them.”
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{T SUBSTITUTES ELECTRONIC VIBRATIONS FOR THE NATY]

RAL
VIBRATIONS OF THE VOICE. CALL YOUR LOCAL MICHIGAN BELL

BUSINESS OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION.

800 NUMBERS: some o
of - tuwn businesses provide an
“goo "nuymber that you can dial
withoot Charge example,
when you wdnt-to call aut of
town dbsyt reservations, look
$or ‘800 Numbers provided in
ads by hotels, matels, resorts,

airlines ang ground trans por-

Fation.

MOVING ? avop
UNNECESSARY PHONE
INSTALLATION
CHARGES. PLAN Bow
MANY PHONES AND
WHAT KIND oF
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REPRESENTATIVE
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1S INSTALLED, EXTRA
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ugen g’ X’nmmr DRUGCTORE, THE DETROIT POUCE
DEPARTMENT. WAS THE SECOND TO (KE THE NEW BELL

THEIR LARYAY.
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IN 1915, Michigan heoked up 4o the
firet cross-country long distance
line and the frst- DETROIT-To

SAN FRANCUISCOcall was mode.. 1t
tock 30 minutes To set up the three-
minvte Lait and cost e ustorner
470!

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
HERE'S A UFE-SAVING IDEA... IF
YOU HAVE CHILDREN AT HOME,
TEACH THEM How To USE THE
PHONE AND WHERE T0 FIND EMER-
GENCY AND OTHER IMPORTANT
| NUMBERS IN CASE OF AN ACCIDENT,
| FIRE OR SUDDEN ILLNESS.
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