A new theory on brain develop-
ment could affect how youngsters
are taught in the future. The theory
says that since brains grow in two-
year spurts, youngsters should be
tdught new things during a growing
spurt and these things should be
reinforced during the “non-grow-
ing” plateau.

Herman Epstein, a Brandeis Uni-
versity blophysicist, believes the
human brain undergoes most of its
growth in two-year spurts, not
through continual growth as has
long been the belief. Epstein bases
his conclusion on studies of both
human and dead brains.

That concept has now been trans-
lated into theories on how a young-
ster learns by Coarad F. Toepfer
-Jr., associate professor of middle
school education, University of

rgia. A )

“Up to this time, the process of
schooling has been organized on the
assumption that the human brain-
grows on some sort of continuum,
and that the task of education is to
challenge the learner,” says

| Toepfer. “Although regarded as

fact, no data exists to support the
reality of this assumed brain
growth.”

Brain growth theo’i'&
'may affect

teaching

According to the new theory, the
brain develops in spurts between the
agesof2t04,6t08,10t012, and 14
to 16-plus years.

During each period the brain
grows between 5 and 10 percent in
slze in most humans, according to
Toepfer.

Just as the brain grows during
two-year periods, there are two-
year plateaus where no significant
growth is found. These plateaus -
come between ages 4 to 6, 8 to 10,
and 12 to 14 years.

“During these plateau periods, it
becomes almost impossible for
youngsters to-initiate and develop
new and higher level thinking
skills,” contends Toepfer.

‘What this means for parents and
educators is that higher level think-
ing skills should be taught children
during the growth periods and rein-
forced during the plateaus.

Two early thinking skills are
learning to name an item and recall -
its name. According to this re-
seareh, it would be appropriate to
Introduce these skills during the 2-
to 4-year spurt. 1

When the next growth spurt.
comes, between 4 to § years, higher
level skills, such as explaining and
discussing, should be introduced.
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Once sunlight comes
through a window,
it converts to heat,
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AWife., 32, needs tténsplant

Thuraday, May 28, 1981
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Funds raised for heart patient

A 32.year-old Livonia mother who Is
walting in Minnesota for a heart trans-
plant has had ber spirits buoyed by the
folks back home.

Mrs. Shiron Jahns, an outpatient at

the famed Mayo Clinic In Rochester,
Minn,, reports through friends that her
bright.

which can be
transplanted to

muscle disease.
Doctors say her e E -
only hope is a 4

transplant, Sharon Juhns

Mrs. Jahns has a son, 12, and 2
daughter, 10. Her husband Bill, whom
she met in high school, is employed by
Staff Industries in Redford Township.

Her plight came to the public’s atten-
tion through a story in Observer & Ec-
centric newspapers, Since then many
arez residents have sent Mrs. Jahns
cards and letters of encouragement.
Others have organized fund-raisers.

About a week ago, Mrs. Jahns got to
see her children for the first time since
she went to Mayo Clinic through- the
kindnzss of people who had read about
her.

Don Duff, owner of a rebuilding com-
pany in Livonia and a pilot, flew the
Jahns family to Minnesota in a Beech-
craft Bonanza airplane owned by
James Halleran of Plymouth Town-

ship. It was a xenémm act since it usu-
ally costs $68 to $75 per hour to fly the
plane. -

FRIENDS HOPE to raise $30,000 to
cover post-operative expenses that are
related to Mrs. Jahn's illness, The
Mayo Clinie Board of Governors and
insurance will pick up the cost for the

surgery.

The friends say the family will have
to pay the cost of keeping Mrs. Jahns in
living quarters near the hospital and
nursing services for at least six months
after the operation.

Several fund-raisers have been held '

and more are planned. Mrs. Jahns'
plight has aroused the concern of

Mrs. .lal;ns’ plight has aroused the concern of
many, from businessmen to cub scouts, from
housewives to government officials. High
school students have put on car washes to
raise funds and cub scouts and elementary
school youngstérs in Livonia have conducted

canister collections.

Jahns. Entertainment at the golf center
will featare Deja Vu, a local band orga-
nized by John Gazotte, 1-5 p.m. in front
of Sheehan's on the Green. Singer and

many, from to cub scouts,

B from housewives to government offi-

cials. High school students have put on
car washes to raise funds and cub
scouts and elementary school young-
sters in Livonia have conducted canis-
ter collections. .
Livonia Mayor Edward

Jamie Coe also will per-
form. -

A $100 prize will be awarded to any
golfer who makes a hole in one on the
15th green of the Oasis par-three golf
course.

McDonald's will feature a special

declared “Have a Heart for Sharon
Week,” which runs through Saturday.

family dinner of a Big Mac,
french fries and a soft drink for $2.14
per family member.

ing donations

are
at a booth in the Livonia Mall shopping

center on Seven Mile and Middlebelt

. roads through Saturday.

Saturday is “Have a Heart for
Sharon” day-at Qasis Golf Center, Na-
tional Car Wash, Top of the Cone,
Sheehan's on the Green bar and
McDonald’s restaurant, all on Five
Mile just west of F-275 in Northville
‘Township.

THE BUSINESSES will donate half
of all proceeds between 8 am. and 6
pm. that day to the fund for Mrs.

ghout the day, area children
will out the “Have a Heart for
Sharen” lapel emblems in apreciation
to all patrons.

A benefit dinner on Saturday in
Roma's of Livonia on Schoolcraft Road
just west of Inkster will cap the fund
drive. Tickets are $15 for the 7 p.m.
benefit dinner, which includes roasted
chicken, vegetables and cannolie. They
are available by calling the Livonia
office of community resources at 421-
2500, ext. 351. A cash bar will also be
available.

A FUND HAS been established for
Mrs. Jahns at Manufacturer’s Bank of
Livonia on Five Mile and Newburgh.
Those who wish to contribute may send
donations to, “Have a Heart,” ¢/o John
Landis, Manufacturers National Bank
of Livonia, 37601 Five Mile, Livonia
48154,

Corresponding with Mrs. Jahns has
been Ann Miller of Redford Township.
Mrs. Miller said that even though she
didn't know Mrs. Jahns, she felt she
“wanted to reach out and be close to
Sharon, let her know I was thinking
about her, let her know I care.

“In the beginning, I never expected
an answer back,” said Mrs, Miller, who
sends cards and letters every day to
Mrs. Jahns.

“I write about my tulips that are
blooming, my own family and my job

*at Michigan Bell. I write anything that

might brighten up Sharon’s day.” said
Mrs. Miller, a telephone operator for

29 years.

“But Sharon wrote back short notes
telling me her spirits were high. Now
her mother, Clara, answers my notes,”
Mrs. Miller said.

Manage your money better with

ULTRA-CHECK NOW:

THE CHECKING ACCOUNT THAT PAYS YOU INTEREST,

Now there is a new way to manage your money better
at DETROITBANK Corporation Banks. It's called
ULTRA-CHECK NOW, and it's the checking account that
pays you interest.

It works like a checking account, earns interest
like a savings account.
With a new ULTRA-CHECK-NOW account, your
checking account balance earns an annual interest rate
of 5.25% compounded continuously and paid monthly.
The effective annual yield is 5.467%, and that's the
highest rate available from any bank or savings and
loan association on checking accounts that pay interest.
Here's how you can enjoy a no-charge
ULTRA-CHECK NOW account.
As long as you maintain $2,000 or more in any savings
account (including certificates) at your DETROITBANK
Corporation Bank, there will be no service charges

Béginning April 1, 1981, Michigan
motorists wili no longer be required
to have a front license plate

CREATE YOUR OWN
CUSTOM

LICENSE
PLATES

on your ULTRA-CHECK NOW account. Or you can
avoid service charges by maintaining a $1,500
minimum or a $3,000 average balance in your ULTRA-CHECK NOW account.

In any month that your ULTRA-CHECK NOW or savings balance falls below one
of these requirements, your service fee will be $3.00, plus 25¢ for each check or
debit to your account that month.

You will receive your cancelled checks and a new type of detailed
monthly statement that lists your checks in numerical order.
. This statement will also list your deposits,
< service fees (if any) and, best of all,

" the interest earned for the month,
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savﬂ It’s easy to sign up for
’ energv "ULTRA-CHECK NOW.
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* today and sign up for
ULTRA-CHECK NOW—
the checking account that
pays you interest.
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