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Klinton Spitsbury and Michael Horse recreate the famous
team of the masked man and Tonto In *The Legend of the
Lone Ranger.”

the movies

Louise Snider

Amateurish acting
diminishes legend
of Lone Ranger

For Detroiters over 40, “The Legend of the Lone Ranger” (PG)
dates back to the masked man’s debnt on radio station WXYZ in
1933,

For those of any age, the legend. calls to mind all the trappings
of the Lone Ranger — his trusted Indian friend Tonto; his horse
Silver; his mask; silver bullets and dedication to fight for truth,
justice and the American way.

But for the filmmakers, the legend refers to the events which
prompt a young lawyer, John Reid, to assume the disguise. Conse-
quently, these events take up a disproportionately large share of
the movie.

It's a solid hour before we get to the stirring strains of the
William Tell Overture and our first glimpse of the Lone Ranger
and his “fiery horse with the speed of light."

UNTIL THEN, we learn about Reld's childhood in Texas. He
saves the life an of an Indian boy, Tonto (Michael Horse), who in
turn takes Reid to live with his tribe when Reid’s parents are killed
by a gang of marauders.

Years later, Reid’s older brother takes him away from the tribe
and sends him to live with an aunt in Detroit. In the 1860s, Reid
returns to Texas after graduating from law school and joins his
brother, a Texas Ranger, as the Rangers track an outlaw gang.

The subsequent betrayal and ambush of the Rangers and Reid's
rescute by his boyhood friend Tonto lead to his decision to put on a
mask, hunt down the gang and bring justice to the West.

All of this seems unduly long, and not just because we are wait-
ing for the Lone Ranger to appear or because we expect more of
the story. No one expects a story about the Lone Ranger to be
anything more than a simple, entertaining adventure.

However, bad acting is not entertaining, at least not beyond the
first three minutes. With the exception of Jason Robards who
makes a hrief appearance as President Ulysses S. Grant, the act-
ing in this movie Is atrocious. As luck would “have it, the worst
performance is delivered by the principal, Klinton Spilsbury, who
plays the Lone Ranger.

ACCORDING TO the movie's production notes, Spilsbury
“comes to the title role with virturally no acting experience.”
There is no reason to doubt that statement. What is amazing is that
at the conclusion of the movie, the statement still holds true.

In contrast, Silver handles his assignments well, even with dis-
tinction. Perhaps his trainer could give director William Fraker a
few ti)

‘l‘lnsps laughably amateurish performance, together with the
lengthy preamble, nixes “The Legend of the Lone Ranger” for all
but the most dedicated Western buffs and the very young.

Children’s showcase

Monday, June 1, 1981
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audltlons announced

Tri Talent Productions, Inc., based in.Birming-
bam, will'hold an open audluon Imm pm. tos
p.m. June 18 at the Michigan Inn

Boys and girls between the a;

off 7 14 yean
‘who are able to sing, dance and act
for a Showcase of Talent to take plac{ g !ztz
fall '81. N 2
Finalists will be chosen from the thré

formlngansarebehlnd'lﬁ'l‘a!euh

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

They are Martha V. Keller, writer/producer,
best known for her "“Mr. Patches” program on
ABC's WXYZ-TV; Eugene Branstrom, musical di-
rector at Seaholm High School in Birmingham, who *
has many years of vocal experience with kinder-
.-garten through 12th gl;;ades, and Sidney Burrows,

of talent for further evaluation and v}deﬁ-mping
from 8-5 pm. that afternoon. An accompanist and -
cassette player will be provided forj vodal and
dance routines. Comfortable’ clothing shquld be
wom for prelims; costumes are vpuaual 10 ‘r call-

+ project ldren are actively in-
volved in local stage, television and radio.

Ms. Burrows said it is the group’s intention “to
create children’s productions which will foster the
growth and recognitionof Detroit’s outstanding tal-
ent.”

For further information call 646-3591 or 294-

" 1379 between 9 am. and S pm.

A thoughtful way_ to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn.’ We are’ near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Oakland County.

1) Kingsley Inu
L

LA

Jason Robards appears briefly as President Ulysses S. Grant.

Thme Detroit-area people involved m% the per-
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Presenting informal Modehng
From Twelve to Two
This week featuring:
TENNIS LADY and
LINGERIQUE on Friday.
Please Call for Reservations
and Information 643-7800

Somerset inn
2601W. Big Beaver
TROY

ERRICKS
RESTAURANT

NEW KING LIM
RESTAURANT

celebrates -
3RD ANNIVERSARY
introducing:
ALL YOU CAN EAT
Special Luncheon Buffet
Mon.-Thuirs. 11-4 $3.95
And Sunday Brunch 12-4 pm $5.45
Happy Hour 4-7 p.ne.
CANTONESE + SZECHUEN « MANDARIN CUISINE
3350 Auburn Road ~ Yzmile W. of Adams
Auburn Heights 852-8280

"LI'STEN TO THE

50% OFF

We invite you to
enjoy a 50% dis-
count on One En-
tree when a second
IEntree of equal or
Bgreater value is

P
Coupon Valid
Tues, Wed, Thurs
Evenings Only
5:30 pm-9:30 pm
Located at
American Center
in Southfield
for easy to follow

* directions
and Reservations
CALL US AT
353-8144
+ Not valid for parties

over 10 or in conjunc-
tion with other coupons

AT WINSTON’S PUB.
& -Now Appeating-
Bruce Christian
Tuesday 7-11:00 pm

Bill Mc Kenny

WEST Bl.O OMFIELD
6066 West Maple, 851-8880
Pub Menu Availzble

or offers.
» If 3 or more dine, dis-
Mike Wise ° count applies to least ex-
Wed.6Thurs. 8-12am pensive meal.
Fri.6Sat. 8;1am « Salad Bar Only is con-
) sidered an Entree
STER Expires 6/30/81

+ Present this Coupon

« One coupon per couple

« One check per Table

« This coupon supersedes
all other .newspaper of
fers or coupons prior to
47181,

ROCHE
2601 Rachester Road, 852:8330
. Pub Menu ;,vanablc

Did you_knO\;V
aboutour
Cocktail Hour?

Relax in the Golden,
Hors d’oeuvres

Monday thru Friday
430p.m.-7:00p.m.

Palr off
for Dinner
and Save.

. 24275 Sinacola Ct.,
Farmington Hills, 476-5333
2360 Rochester Court, Troy, 6897920

2262 Telegraph Road,
Bloomicld Hils, 334-4694
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8-8l 1 Cio008.
L obe — #1745
Lobster T — #1255

ot-bread; jee— - -

anc,g,:m
ki W—%@"O

I Z q 5‘
—hot- bree?*mked pofnfw—;—

——e TR
Dinner for Two, -

including wﬂz%%r"fea,
——  ————witk—toupon|

S K omc
e Ny~
MK (O

Here’s a special offer from the two of us to the two of you.
Bring this coupon to either Mountain Jack's or J. Ross Brownes,
order any two dinner entrées from the regular menu and the
check will only be $18.95! You save up to $8.15, depending

on the dinners you order. And these are full dinners. Each
includes our special salad, vegetable, freshly baked hot bread,
your choice of potato or rice and coffee or tea. Al for just
$18.95. Now that's the kmd of: savmgs you can sink your teethinto.

1 DINNER FOR TWO $18.95
SAVE $815
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24275 Staacola CL, * %ﬁg 1

Fumlnﬂnnm 476-5333 l, )
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Avenue at Ten Mile R4}
z:su S50 Rochers Com Troy. 6897920 Bloamad B.‘LE%JR:.&%M
*Does not include tax, tip, alcoholic béverages or any
items notincluded with the dinner Coupon must be pre-
sented when ordering. Offer does not apply to
Maine Lobster or Lobster Combination dinners and is
valid only for-two people.” Offer good during regular ‘(
dinner hour:-lhmugh September 6, 1981. Not redeem- d .
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