EverYbody gets into act for a rousing good time

By Donald V. Calamia
“special writer

A funny thing happened on th; way

to the fourm last weekend at the South-,

field Civic Center.
Despite uneven performances and in-
I the

e
Civic Theatre’s final show of the season
Was a success.

In many cases, a civic or community
theater has little choice when it comes
to casting the inexperienced or un-
trained actors with the more seasoned

ormers,

The ereative staff of “A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum”
purposely chose to present this play
with the wide range of performers
most groups want to avoid. The staff
invited the drama students from the
two local high schools to audition for
and take part in the show.

Because the annual Summer Music
Theater program has been canceled
this year by Southfield’s Department of
Parks and Recreation an additional op-
portunity for it was decided a theatri-
cal experience was needed by the
young thespians. “Forum” was the

ey

review

choice. -
As challenging a program as ¥
rum” had become, the idea wothed.
Through the hard work and dedication
of its creative statf — from
John Puchalski to musical directof

the ch around whom the show is
built, good comic timing and the ability
to play off the others in the show was
required.

IT IS ALSO because of Pseudolus’

ever-changing and evolving plans to

gain his freedom (and to save his life
when his plans backfire) from which
the comedy is derived.

‘It appeared, though, that opening
night jitters plagued the impish Stew-
art’s His line delivery did

liam Jones, Jr., to &’ Eaxr]
D.A. Smith — the performancés gidén
by some of the teen-agers (called ap-
prentices in the program) excelled and
were more consistent than given by
some of the more mature performers.

What resulted was a musical in
which there were few strong and well-
tralned voices and a comedy in which
the laughs weren't always where they
should have been, but the show as a
whole was more than enjoyable.

It was only through the combined ef-
forts of the experienced and inexperi-
enced, the cast and staff that the show
was as well done as it appeared.

Leading the 18-member cast was
Matthew Stewart, who played the ever-
connlving slave, Pseudolus. As his was

s

- Retirement Center -

Independence

not always have the correct punch it
needed to bring forth the desired
laughs, Also, when a prop failed to
work properly, he was obviously diso-

riented throughout the next several
scenes.

The infamous prop scene was the
hightight of the evening for apprentice
Jeff Fasan, who portrayed the young
lover, Hero. As Stewart was trying to
open a money bag which was obviously
knotted too tightly, Fasan decided to
speed things up by helping unknot the
ba

g

‘When it became apparent that the
bag was not going to locsen up, Fasan
handed it back to Stewart with the
comment, “T'll charge it,” and exited.
The laughs and applause that followed
were the loudest and longest of the eve-
ning.

A Public Service Announcement

FOR PET OWNERS, 2,

Emergency care for yout pets may be
needed st any hout of the day. night,
weekends or holiday. The Animat
Emergency Room can provide that
serice.

ANIMAL EMERGENCY ROOM
24423 Grand River
(just West of Telegraph) .

255-2404

Monday, June 1, 1881
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Stewart's performdnce picked up
when playing opposite apprentice Don
Gran. Appearing as the slave, Hysteri-
um, Grant lived up to his character’s
name. .

AS THE UNWITTING accomplice to
Pseudolus’ antics,. Hysterium finds
himself doing everything from creating
special potions to serve his cohort's de-
sires to appearing in drag as a dead
courtesan in order to save Pseudolus’
life. '

Grant’s performance as the easily
excitable slave was of a level beyond
his real age. Good comic timing and ex-
cellent vocal control more than made
up for his untrained singing voice. His
scenes in drag were: especially well
done.

Other strong performances were giv-
en by Todd Curliss as Hero’s father,
Senex, who mistakenly thinks the cour-
tesan his son loves is his own new maid
(and tog); Gary Meklir as the cour-
tesan's salesman, Marcus Lycus, who
pretends he has leprosy in order to save
himself from the warrior’s wrath; and
Grace Ward as the virgin courtesan,
Philia, around whom all of the miscon-
ceptions revolve.

Most satisfying performances of the
show, however, were given by Arnold
Victor as the old man, Erronius, and
Terry Crouson who portrays Miles Glo-
riosus, the Warrior. Each developed a
character distinct from the others and
complete unto themselves.
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Livonia

Dignity
Security

STOP
SMOKING

Securities, Inc.

* $10,000
minimum
not required
¢ Diversification
* Quality Portfolio

CALL, WRITE or COME iN.
State Headquarters, Matro West:

“May be tax deferred within the structure of your
Keogh, Panslon Plan or Individual Retirament
Account, either new or existing. ATTENTION RE-
CENT RETI

IREES with lump_sum pension money:

Remvest Building, 33636 Five Mile Rd.
Livonia, MI 48154 313/425-9000

Troy: 3270 W. Big Beaver, Suite 125
Troy, M1 48084 313/649-4450
Convenient local offices also in:
Farmington: 313/476-6670 Kalamazoo: 616/372-5940
Brighton: 313/227-9404 Grand Rapids: 616/942-1980
Saginaw: 517/792-9575 Midland: 517/636-7020
Flint: 313/733-6780

‘secureq” ana “insuted”

Need help in
breaking the
cigarette habit?
Stop-smoking
groups are now
being held ‘at
Wayne State
University. For
more information,
call 494-4811.

roll over Inlo an Indlvidual Retlrement Account to

further defer taxes.
. 33636 Five Mile Road
- Livonia, M1 48154

Yes i m interested in increasing my investment
patentiar

For more information about a
unique way of life-

Call us at 1-663-5202

Remvest Building

Come out tosee for yourself

To Glacier Hils:

Take U.S. 23 to Geddes Rd. Exit.
Turn West on Geddes toarhari Rd.,
Turn right (North)on Earhart:
Wamiles.

Glacier Hills - Retirement Center
1200 Earhart Road
Ann Arbor Mi 48105
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nonresidents,

Includes:

*Round frip tourist class airfare via American Airlines
» Three days and two nights in glamourous New York City (Depart Friday morning, .
return Sunday evening) :
« Appropriate meals enroute

» Twin/Double accommodations at world-famous Summit Hotel (a Loews hotel)

» Admission to the “New York Experience,” a fabulous multi-media production
* Choice of admission to Museum of Modern Art or Metropolitan Museum of Art
« Round trip airport transfers via limousine/ceach
» Complete luggage handling upon arrival at hotel N
« Plenty of free time to enjoy one of the most exciting cities in the world  /

Hurry! Space is Limited...

®bgerver & Lecentric

- SINEW °YOR

*Add 10% ($22.80) for all taxes and service per person

Gheater—“Weekend

July~17-19, 1981

' $ per person
based on
double

* OPTIONAL: Orchestra/Mezzanine seats to theatre production of your choice and
. authentic Italian Feast at World famous Mama Leone's

Call our Theater Tour Desk 591-2300, Ext. 244 - Between 9 & 5
In Cooperation with HAMILTON, MILLER, HUDSON & FAYNE TRAVEL CORP. OF SOUTHFIEL

occupancy

Summit Hotel

* Add $46 per person
for optional dinner
and show
package




