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staff writer

Her friends call her the “Potato
Lady.” And she thinks some of her
neighbors may think she’s crazy when
they glance across their courtyard and
see 400 pounds of potatoes on her ter-
race.

Cathy Ann Rudner doesn't have a
passion for eating potatoes, although
she says they are the only food she
buys. Her primary interest in the un-
cooked spuds is purely profitable.

Ms. Rudner, 32, transforms potatoes
into jewelry and sells it throughout the

country. The finished product — in 12
colors, including metallics — don't
even resemble the brown and white

vegetable,

From her two-bedroom Somerset
Park apartment, Ms. Rudner works
four to five hours a night creating cos-
tume jewelry. By day she teaches kin-
dergarten at Detroit County Day —
where her jewelry idea was born,

“TWO YEARS AGO I was teaching
the kids a unit on Indians and
Thanksgiving, telling them how the In-
dians used the products of the land to
eat. Since they could only eat so much I
said they probably dried the rest out.
and used them at another time,” she
recalled. “So I told them Lo put the po-
tatoes out in the sun to dry out. When
we were finished I drilled holes through
the potatoes and strung them together
with cowhide, and wore them around
my neck.”

Ms. Rudner's neckline vegetables be-
came a conversation piece wherever

she wore them and they turned into
lucky charms while she was vacation-
ing in New York.

“There I was walking around town
when a buyer from Bloomingdales
asked me what I was wearing and if I
could add some beads to them to make
them more interesting. She provoked
my interest and I came home and
found out all I could about dying tech-
nigues and chemicals,” she said.

TODAY'S REFINDED versions of

chokers, longer necklaces, hair combs,

pins and belts are quite sophisticated.
Incorporated with the dried potatoes
are cow horns, African pods, Ostrich
egg shells, sliced Amazon nuts, olive
woods, pumpkin, parsnips and wooden
beads.

. To assure the wearer she won't smell
like a rotten potato or moldy vegeta-
ble, all of the ingredients have been
given chemical treatments.

“They're translucent, so if one piece
chips you can just file it down and no
one will ever notice,” she said.

Treating the jewelry with care will
keep it from becoming potato chips she
said, but the wearer need not be leery
of rainy days.

“I've worn mine in the rain and snow
and nothing has ever happened to
them,” she testified.

A LOT OF MISTAKES were made
before Ms. Rudner harvested her
wares, she said.

“I spent months at trial and error.
Trying all kinds of dyes. I found I could
ruin one potato in 30 seconds. It literal-
1y took months and hundreds of pounds

" tute of Technology.

months ahead of time. She turns out
about 150 long necklaces and 200 hair
clips a week.

“I work in seasons. In the summer I
dry all my vegetables and buy beads
and in the winter I do the dying and
stringing,” she explained,

WHEN POTATOES are dried they
weigh considerably less than when
they're baked or french fried. Each
choker necklacg Is strung from a pound
of potatoes while longer ones have two
pounds. However, when hung around
the neck the weight is barely notlee-
able.

Ms, Rudner's incredible jewelry can
be found in numerous stores adross the
country including Saks Fifth Avenue in
Somerset Mall.

Her small-time operation is mush-
rooming out of her tiny second bed-
room where boxes filled with beads
and vegetables line the walls. In one
corner a small desk folds out of the
closet while the finished products hang
on a sectlon of one wall.

“Yes, I could very definitely see
myself getting bigger. The business has
really grown a lot and I'm trying to
find more people to represent me on
the road and at shows,"” she said.

S . R
Cathy Rudner models some of
her potato Jewelry. Her necklace
is bronze colored with unusual
nuts and wooded beads strung
in between the drled potatoes.
She also wears a pln made from
the same materlals.
of potatoes to perfect the technique,”
she said.

Today, one necklace takes about a
half hour to complete, but that's be-
cause the preparation is done days and

Student elected to honor group

Carol Barnard of Farmington Hills,
has been elected to the Lambda Iota
‘Tau honor society at Lawrence Insti-

academic achievement and participa-
tion in student activities.

Each year, LIT names the top sut-
dents In the junior and senior classes to
the honor society to recognize their
contributions to the college as well as
their ic record.

Ms. Barnard, a junior in the mathe-
matics program at LIT, was chosen fur
the basis of
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GARDEN CENTER
AND NURSERY

Over 300 Varities of
Plant Material To Choose From

SALE!

HEDGING PLANTS
Reg. $27.95 $18.00

ROSES

4-57 20% OFF 14611 W. 11 Mile Road
2'5-3' ARBORVITAE  Reg. $16.95 Oak Park = 548-3366
3-4'TALLHEDGE _ Reg.$12.95

NOW OPEN!
FINEST LUXURY CAR CARE CENTER

Thursday, June 4, 1881

TAKEADVANTAGE'

OUR SPRING
FASHIONS ARE
AT THEIR PEAK

DRESS SHIRTS

ARROW... The truly comforable dress
shir in easy-care dacron and cotion.
any summer colors 10 choose from.

81300

Sizes
14% 10 17%

TIES

DON LOPER... The leader in
men’s neckweat fashion. Choose

* from a large selection of solids,

stripes and all oser patterns.

8900
SLACKS

HAGGAR... Magic stretch slacks
and most comfortable slacks
you've cver worn, Available in
both a belt-loop madel or
Haggar's Expand-O-Maric waist
band.

Sizes 32600

29 10 42 Waim

REMEMBER DAD BIG-N-TALL
D Visit our Bij -Tal 5 ment
Father's Day o e e
of clothing and accessories for
June 21st chat hard 0 i ﬂ‘ig-NlT.lll .’vunr,

[SILX M [S]

PR MENSWEAR e BIG-N-TALListirived
orlsywsy  7.GRAND SHOPPING CENTER ™ 0fDiners Club

7 Mile and Grand River 531-7373

|-
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IN THE DETROIT AREA

Dedicated to providing
HIGH QUALITY REPAIRS
10 the discriminating owners of
Jaguar - M.G. = Triumph - Rover
Mercedes « Audi = BMW
and other fine automobiles
Accepting Appointments

SAMPLE AUTO SERVICE, INC.

F

Potted Smeadmg
SHADE o JUNIPERS sugs $15.95
TREES 0 /0 OFF MANY VARIETIES TQ CHOOSE FROM

Large Selection
SHADE TREES and EVERGREENS

« Japanese Maples

« Poodle Junipers

= Table Top Pines

« Pom Pom Junipers
And Many More

BROADLEAF EVERGREENS

» Azaelas » Rhododendrens
« Dwarf Rhododendrens
+Blue Holly « Mahonia Holly
« Pieris Japonica « llex

See Our Completa Selection

of Unusual Specimen Plants

ORNAMENTAL TREES

» Dogwoods » Weeping Elm
«Flowering Crabs

» Weeping Cherries
«Purple Leaf Plum s Mt. Ash

SHADE TREES

«Crimson King Maple
«Norway Maple « Red Maple
«Sugar Maple - Linden

» Locust « Pin Oak

Ready to Plant
« Dwart Fruit Trees » Potted Roses

+Potted Tree Roses» Perennials.

) SOD
Pick-up Available
on Weekends

Complete Landscape & Design Service l
Concrete Work Avaitable {Patiow, Walkways, etc.)
32593 Chenr%ml : ‘X\!G;)stland @
- 721-6610 .

-Austrian Pine
« Blue Spruce
« Douglas Fir
- Scotch Pine
« White Pine
*Very Large
Selection

« Myrtle -

« Pachysandra
« Ajuga

= Coloratus
elvy

>35> OUR 45TH YEAR {KX{X

PRIVACY HEDGES
= Tallhe

T O
PERSONAL INJURY

4 ACRES

LAWYERS

We specialize in accident
and personal injury cases.

Auto accidents

No-Fault accidents (against
your insurance company)

Job injury cases (worker’s
compensation)

Hospital negligence

Medical malpractice

"JUNIPER

SALE!
Buy
Get One FREE

thru June 7

Large Selection

+ Bird Baths
»Fountains
« Figurines ¢ Planters

20% OFF

One

Product liability (injury from
defective product)
Aviation accidents & injuries
Social Security Disability
Federal injury claims
Call for an appointment
at our Livonia Office

477-8333
KRANDLE, THOMPSON, AND MIER, P.C.
No Fee For Initial Consultation

Complete Line

ge
« Arborvitae
« Privet

« Hawthorne
« Juniper

« Viburnum

Trorna, NURSERY

Lo 14925 Middiebeit
»  BETWEEN 5MLE AND SCHOOLCRAFY

421-2888
OPEN DAILY 9-8
SUNDAY

SAVE NOW AS NEVER BEFORE

ARMSTRONG
SOLARIAN

INSTALLED WITH % INCH PLYWOOD B
SUB FLOOR {STEPS EXTRA)
DESIGNER
SUNDIAL SOLARIAN |}

$216%
$240%, . .
UJ

$288%,

BUSH

In Bloom & Bud

*5.95

9x12 Room (125q. Yds}
10x12 Room (13-1/35q. Yds.)
11x12 Room (14-2/35q. Yds}
12x12 Room (165q. Yds)

13x12 Room(17-1/38q. vas)  $312%,
14x12 Room(1e-235¢.vas)  $336™.
15x12 Rogm (20q. Yds) $359%,

HERE'S WHAT YOU GET!

B ARMSTRONG SUNDIAL SOLARIAN COMPLETELY |
INSTALLED OVER 1/4" PLYWOOD SUBFLOOR ) ]

(Wa will remove and rainstell your stove snd refrigerator)

Buy Your Solarian from an
AR Amstrong Fioor Fashion
floor tashiona KN
1Y+ We are trained by

* Instatiation Guaranteed by
Amsirong

]
ANNUALS

79%.,

17.50 Fiat of 12 Trays

CLYDE SMITH 8 SONS ]|

bf

Omn Mon-Sat 9 a.m.-9 p.m.

NVeaetable)
(" lage O\ (" g Vegetable
Selection
. Plants
NURSERY 79¢
STOCK Tray
. $7.50 Fatof 12 Trays
+ Flowering Shrubs — Tomatoes
o Fruit Trees GERANIUMS g::t(’:?:nage
» Evergreens Chinese Cabbage
" Savoy Cabbage
e |49
] [u S ib Lettuce
Leaf Lettuce
» Vines VY GERANIUMS | | Romine Letco
\\Ornamental irees) \ _4v" $1.49 ) | g e
N Cauliflower
i} W Brussel Sprouts
HANG'NG . ' Parsley
BASKETS [EOE || o
1,000's to choose trom P A By . Yell
Reg. $11.95 NOW $9.95 |« 39 white
\ Reg. 5695 NOW $485 < 9. | Svtoanis
Bush Green Beans
\ Pole Beans.
PERENNIALS Wax Beans
and Rock Garden Plants | | 1"
Py g Plant (Regular
over 100 varieities o talan ,_m;’
18 Plant Melons
7 9¢ l $ 9::‘955 Walerr\melons
Ea. Cucumbers
bt » New Pot Luck (bushtype)]
« Burpless Seedless
" + Pickles
( Fresh Fruit Calery
and Vegetable Market | f foresieiines)
Open for Season Acom Squash
June 10 2ucchini Squash
k /| seaghetti Squash I
Sale toms Good While Supply Lasts \Butemut Squesh )
or until June 7

TR

Sun8a.m.-8p.m.




