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GUN &8
KNIFE
SHOW

Lotus
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NEW!
78 ECLAT

Saturday & Sunday
June 14 and 15
STATE FAIR GROUN

‘Woodward Avenue
Detrait, Michigan

+MILLERBARBER |
« ALBESSELINK
«WALTER BURKEMO

c: Open to Public 9-5 FULL FACTORY
R N su - s - reaoe [ I
> FURGOL Shotguns * . BIRMINGHAM
JGENE LITTLER Rittes MOTORS LTD
«ARNIE PALMER Handguns
Krives 479
. mmunmition
Eansies CATUCHINNNE | 5. WOODWARD
#MIKE SOUCHAK Much, Much Mare 646-3980

Free Parking

AND MANY OTHER GREATS
INVITE YOU 10 JOIN THEM FOR A
‘GOLFING HISTORY LESSON....

Air-Conditioned
Nearly 500 Exhibits
{Into; 963-6767)

July 9-12

Call now-
for tickets
647-7300

ENERGY.
We can’t afford to waste

12 Mile & 8 Mile
Factory Seconds at

> '.

. Friday, June 12 2-5 p.m.
PleascieaM| = Saturday, June 13 9-12 a.m.

No PHONE™ YINYL FAB INDUSTRIES

CASH & CARRY 13550 Otterson Court, Livonia, MI.
NO CHECKS W. of Farmington, S. of Jeffries

J
{Xagy TRUCKLOAD PRICES

YOUCANUSEASNAPPER s’
AS A "MULCHING" MOWER= 2 =
OR AS A SUPERIOR &S
"BAGGING" MOWER.

QY
A
That 5 an Important option to have when grass 1 \\
gets too tall or fusn for mulching. When you
3cid an nexpensive Mulcherizer toyour SNAPPER
you convert it toa ‘muiching” mower It then
chevs up cuttings so fine they become lawn
tcod and you don thave to rake or bag But,
unlike one function “mulching’ mowers, you
can remove the Mulcherizer and use your
SNAPPER @5 a supenior bagging  mower
Built n quality features onevery SNAPPER
mower includes full length solid stee!
arles, large rear wheels and easy cutting
height adustment

SNAPPER mowvers are worth more
Because they domore and therr price
1 compenitive wath other quality
mowers

SHOWNVIITH OPTIONAL MULCHERIZER AND
R

‘ PLYMOUTH
Saxton's Garden
Center, Inc.
ROCHESTER §87 W. Ann Arbor UTICA
Houghten's Power Teai Weingartz Supply
Center 46061 Van Dyke
412 Water St. ROYAL OAK ‘
Manus Power Mowers
3116 N. Woodward
- FARMINGTON HILLS WALLED LAKE
The Mower Shop . D Weaver's Saw Shop
1980 S. Maple

;32480 Northwestern Hwy.
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Al Ackerman was named Sports
Directorof WDIV July 20, 1979.
Hespent the previous seven years
as Sports Directorof WX Y%TV
and prior to that was with
WW/-TV, Channel 4. Ackerman
hosts WDIV’s 6:00 and 11:00
PM. sports and the half-hour
“Sparky and Al Show."A native

of Chicago, lllinois, Al holds an
M.A. degree in Education from
Chicago_ Teachers College. He
is married, and father of twe
girls and fwo boys.

How did you get started
in broadcasting?

AL: As a deeay at a radio
station in Holland, Michigan.

Holland is a very quiet, very
quaint little town. I enjoyeéd it
very much. Besides playing
music, I did football play-by-
play for $5.00 a game.

Whendidyougetinto TV?
AL: About a year later. 1 landed
ajob with a Grand Rapids TV
station. I ended up doing Mich-
igan State Football, commier-

cials and two sportcasts a day.
Have you always wanted
to be'a sportscaster?

AL: No. Originally ! wanted to
be a businessman, because, like
most people, ] wanted to make
money and I believe in the
American system. That's one
reason why I'm so outraged
nowadays by people who sa

our top athletes aren’t wort!

what they're making. Under
the American system, you're
entitled to make whatever the
market will bear. However, |
{eel very strongly that when
athletes tum professional and
start earning big money, they
should perform. Otherwise
you're paying top dollar for a

mediocre product.

How did you become in-
terested in sports?

AL: We'll have to go back a
long way for the answer. Tused
to teach eighth grade English
in an all-ghetto school in Chi-
cago near the Cabrini Project.
That's where Chicago's Mayor

Jane Byrne now lives. It used
dered to

Howdoyoufeel about tak-

tobe, and still is
be a very rough area. But 1
learned very quickly that, by
staying after school with the
kids, and_playing with them
and coaching them, I could win
their trust and respect. Thisis
the period in my life when
sports became very important
tome. It became an entree into
a different world.
Howdoesthisbackground
relate to your current
attitude?
AL: Seeing what so many of
these kids go through, I guess
T've always had supportive feel-
ings for the underdog. There
are so many instances of an
athlete being goud enough to
lay the game, then being held
ack because of race or other
issues that have nothing at ali
to do with his ability or desire
to participate. 1 deplore such
actions, and that's why Tiden-
tify with the underdog.

‘Weren't you the only Detroit
sportscaster to defend
Muhammad Ali's right
to fight after he had
been sentenced for draft
evasion? :

AL: Yes. The only one. But
the point was, that as long as
they haven't closed the jail door,
you have every right to work
while out on appeal. As it
turned out, Ali won his appeal
9.0in the Supreme Court. And
I felt that any other decision
would have been a discredit to
the Constitution.

ing positions?
AL:Ibelieve my integrity isat
stake, as well as my popular-
ity. And after 17 years in the
business, I'l still stand on my
record. If I'm wrong I'll be the
first to get on the air and say
s0. I've done it several

times. There's nothing wrong
in saying you're wrong.

What do you think of
Detroit sports fans?

AL:Ilove the sports fans here.
They've been very good tome,
and have given me tremendous
support and understanding.
There have been occasions
when I've been touched to tears
by the lettersand response from
people of this area. I love ‘'em.

‘Who are some of your
{avorites in the Detroit
sports world?

AL: There are many. But one
I have special admiration for is
Manny Stewart. The whole
i of boxing is be-
cause of him. And of course,
there’s Thomas Hearns. |
refuse to call him the “Hit Man"
or To me, Thomas
Heamns is the “Pride of Detroit”
He typifies the things I talk
about...the underdog, the large
family. love him. I really do.
hape he goes ail the way and
wins three championships.
Really, I think he's one of the
best things that's happened on
the Detroit sports scene in
years. He's in the traditio
of Joe Louis...everyone's
champion.

Howdoyouunwind when
‘you're not thinking about
sports?

AL:Ihavean extensive record
collection and listen to a great
deal of music. I'm particularly
fond of classical music. The
maestro, Arturo Toscanini is
oneof my heroes, [ saw himon
his final tour with the NBC
Symphony Orchestra. | remem-
ber when [ was going to high
school, my sisters and [ would
often gsn down to see the Chi-
cago Symphony Orchestra
Pops Concert for $1.20 in the
seventh balcony. That meant
alot to me. Today, good music
is still ane of the things that
helps me relax.

Doyouregard yourself as
being controversial?

AL: When I say something con-
troversial, you might not agree
with me. but perhaps you might
E\Et angry and do something.

tleast maybe you won't look
at me like a piece of white
bread. My hope is that you'll
think about what | said, and
whatever your point of view,

you'll learn mare about the issue
and respect me for taking a
stand. I'd hate to leave ziis
world without having made a
few waves. I dont know the
erfect formula for success.
ut I can tell you the formula

for failure. Try and please
everyone.
News 4]
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