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volunteers . o

The Oaklaud County Volunteer
Bureau, a program of the Volun-
teer Action Center of United
Community Services, has weekly
listings of volunteer opportuni-
ties. Further information about
these and other volunteer needs
at over 200 agencies may be ob-
tained by cailing the bureau at
642-7272. Any non-profit organi-
2ation needing volunteer assist-
ance may also coll the bureatt.

medical backgrounds and provide
educational materials related to
high blood pressure, Clerical volun-
teers are also meeded to assist in
Identifying, counseling and provid-
ing follow-up services for clients.
Morning or afternoon commitments
available.

HOSPITALS — A number of hos-
pitals in Qakland County currently
have volunteer openings. Positions
available include assistance in occu-
pational therapy, hypertension
screening, teen candy striper,

FRIENDLY VISITOR — The Oak
Park Senior Center has openings for
volunteers 55 and older in its  escort, surgical lounge information
Friendly Visitor program. Volun-  and baby help. Training will be pro-
teers meet and visit shut-ins two  vided
Wednesdays per month for two
hours each time. If you are a goodd
talker and a good listener, this may
be just the job for you.

DRIVERS — Michigan' Cancer
Foundation needs drivers to trans-
port cancer patients from their
homes to area hospitals for treat-
ment. Help is needed in all areas of
Oakland County, especially in Bir-

. mingham, Bloomfield Hills, Claw-
son, Farmington, Oak Park, Royal
Qak, Southfield and Troy.

NURSESFR— The Michigan High
Blood Pressure Councll, on 12 Mile
in Lathrup Village, needs volunteer
ourses or nursing students to take
blood pressure readings, obtain

Images floating in memory and imagination di:
rect us to destiny. Dread from past pain protects us
from repeating an action. The image is “I won't get
burned again.” Dreams of future pleasure motivate
us to prepare, The image is lelsure to watch ﬂJé
clouds move along.

Pictures replace printed words in our electronic
age. We feel close to those who lived before pririt-
ing was invented. We are released from literalisin
and subject-predicate thinking. Our challenge is to
become selective about the pictures we paint In cur
minds. They become the mental furniture on whiich
specific thoughts can sit.

.
One problem is ignoring important images. The
Rip Van Winkle story shaped the American charac-
ter. It hurts to sleep through a revolution. It feels
miserable to be lost in one's own home town. Rip
made Americans alert, energetic and rigk-taking.
Being right in the middle of events is fun for us.

DONT FORGET good old Rip. Questions we
face are in a different context than a generation
ago. We can’t turn back the clock, let alone: the
calendar. Wisdom has been found in struggling with
our problems and we move on to do better. We an-
ticipate change. International tensions demand dif-
ferent answers than prior to the existence of nucle-
ar armaments.

Rip can help us shake up our prejudices. It is
normal to blame people for being in trouble. Com-

—

moral
perspectives

Rev. Charles

Erickson

passion will displace vengeance only if we see pov-
erty in the context of today’s technological mar-
vels, Peace will outrank defense only if we see that
war Is self-destructive. Things have changed and
We can approach our problems with new perspec-
tive. Let Rip help.

‘THE IMAGE of an ostrich with its head in the
sand reminds us to look around. If we see only what
we expected to see, we might as well have our
heads in the sand. I think of the ostrich when I lis-
ten to creationists. They are so locked into the God
in the Bible that they see God only in the Bible.

* Old-fashioned preachers extolled the living God

they found in the Bible. God is known in_events,
experiences and relationships. God is involved in
the processes of life. God is creative and creation
includes an infinite variety of forms. It really
doesn't matter whether creativity is expressed in
evolution, revolution or suddenly.

Dreaming along with Rip Van Winkle

1 LAUGHED at tbe really bright ostrich who in-
vented the absurdity that God created the world

already aged. Fossils, they say, were created as "

fossils rather than having existed through a long
fossilizing process. Then a scholarly type told me
Aristotle lnvwd that weird.idea. And we know
Aristotle was really bright. Even he, however,
would be an ostrich to say that, with all science has
discovered with the aid of his methods.

We all carry the imprint of scientific method.
The public school taught us to look for cause and
effect. We take the results of experiments serious-
ly. If something works again and again, we affirm
it.- The image is to find the energy flowing in any
process and take our responsible place in the flow.

RIP REMINDS US to expect change. The ostrich
reminds us to look carefully. Science reminds us {o
search for the real causes and consequences. These
images guide us to look for the big quuﬁons in any
detailed problem.

The important questions deal Wld peace, crime,
poverty and resources. Images guide us to decisions
about armaments, the justice system, food supply,
over-population and ecology.

Rip helps us face change, the ostrich keeps us
alert, and science keeps us practical. What we do
with human and nature’s energy will be decided by
the images that gulde us through the process of
each decision.
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7:00 AN,

ST. PAULS UNITED
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