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Happy cfowds_ sing along with ‘the music

By Ethe! Simmons '
staff writer

Even people who can't carry a tune
in a basket can participate in a sing-
along.

Maybe that’s what makes this kind of
entertainment so much fun at bars and
at the movies in the suburbs.

From Oakland to Wayne county, the
action draws crowds for listening and
singing along with a piano player, or-
gdnist or group. Individuals who can
carry a tune shine at the sing-alongs —
they're the ones who may getup todoa
solo, or lead the customers in a favorite

. song.

THE HURLING GREEN, an Irish
pub in Avon Township, features Pat
McDunn and the Gaels playing music
the crowd sings along with. The musi-
cal group features a singer backed by
accordion, banjo and guitar, inspiring
the sing-along from § pm. to 2 am.
‘Wednesdays and Fridays.

‘The manager, who is known as Tom-
my, said, “McDunn gets people up to
sing with him. He's involved with the
crowd, getting them swaying back and
forth singing with him.”

‘The small pub holds about 100 peo-
ple. The age range is from 25-35 most
nights, including the sing-alongs. Natu-
rally, a lot of Irish sengs are played at
the Hurling Green, 2650 Rochester
Road (phone 852-5671).

“It’s a rea]

‘NEALEE'S PUB ON THE HILL in
Rochester has only been offering sing-
alongs for the last two months. Charlie
Savage is at the piano and Neal Patter-
son leads the singing from 8:30 p.m. to
1 a.m. Saturdays.

Fred Inda, owner, said that the pub
burned down last year and was closed
for five months. It's a family place that
never had entertainment before, but
the sing-along has proved popular and
may be expanded to a couple of other
nights, he said.
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Patterson, who sang with the Four
Dukes, are co-owners of Nealee's Pub
on the Hill, 288 W. Tlenken {phone 652-
9550).

MC GINNEY'S TIN GOOSE on the
border of Redford Township, which has
been around for 20 years, has an old
Ford Tri-Motor airplane as setting for
its sing-alongs.

Music for singing and dancing is of-
fered from 8:30 p.m. until 2 a.m. Tues-
days-Saturdays. Woody (Robert Coll-
ingwood) plays the organ, electric pi-
ano and synthesizer and leads the
crowd in singing. Woody has been the
featured performer for three years.

Owner Bob Salvati said many ama-
teur singers entertain the customers.

“We seem to appeal to the over-40
crowd,” he said. People come from as
far as Detroit’s east side and Canada,
he said, to enjoy the singing at McGin-

ney’s Tin Goose, 24366 Grand River,
Detrait (phone 537-1450).

HAROLD'S BAR AND GRILL in
Redford has featured the same piano
player for 30 years.

Marge Hewett said she began play-
ing at the lounge just a few months af-
ter it first opened. She performs at a
grand piano on a dais in the center of
the room, surrounded by barstools.

Customers like to sing “current
songs and the older ones,” she said.

“Songs of the ‘40s'are very popular,
even with young people.”

Having been the entertainer there
for so many years, she declared, “It's
just like a family to me. We have a
beautiful clientele.”” Sing-along fans
are “a lot of couples, and children of
couples who are children of couples.”

Customers can sing from 9 p.m. until
2 am. Tuesdays-Sundays at Harold's
Bar and Grill, 25524 Five Mile Road
(phone 532-9212).

MERRIE MELODIE THEATRE in
Avon Township provides an opportuni-
ty to sing along before and after movie
classics, at special senior citizens mati-
nees,

Theater owner John Anderson plays
the organ for the audience to join in on
three or four songs. Anderson first
started subbing in theaters while in his
teens and later played in nightclubs
and stage shows around Detroit.

“We put the words on the screen,”
Anderson said. “We make our own
slides with old-fashioned artwork.”

Groups of seniors, or any group of
20-80 persons, can make reservations
for the program, which also includes
lunch at the Oceania Inn.

Seniors are encouraged to come on
stage and lead the group. The less bold
are encouraged to participate, too.

“We ask them to sing from their
seat,” Anderson said.

The movie “Meet Me in St. Louis,”
starring Judy Garland, runs through
Tuesday and is the attraction for the
seniors program through the month at
Merrie Melodie Theatre, 166 N. Adams
(phone 375-0011).

PIZZA & PIPES restaurant in Ponti-
ac Township was originally going to
have only organ entertainment when it
opened in 1979, but the crowd began
singing along.

The pipe urgan installed in the Bir-
mingham Theatre in 1928 is the basic

instrument of the Pizza & Pipes organ,
a compsite of several organs. With its
traps and special effects, the organ can
recreate more than 40 different sounds.

Fr. James Miller, a Catholic priest,
plays on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Sing-along entertainment is offered
from 11 am. to 2:3¢ p.m. Mondays-Fri-
days; §-11:30 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays;
and until 1 am. Fridays-Saturdays
(Sunday hours are 2-9. pm.). Silent
movies are presented afternoons and
evenings, preceded and followed by
sing-alongs.

Singles, parties and club groups vy
for space at long tables and
benches.Customers “go from 1 year old
and younger to 0 or older,” said Valer-
ie Hilsen, WCAR radio personality who
does 'some of her shows from Pizza &
Pipes at 2105 E. South Blvd. (334-0775).

THE DAKOTA INN in Detroit is
probably the metropolitan area's best-
koown sing-along spot. Owner Ed
Kurz's parents opened the rathskeller
in 1933, and sing-alongs started a few
years after.

Southfield resident Mike Montgom:
ery plays piano for the crowd, starting
at 7:30 p.m. Fridays. The other per-
formers are Wally Baugher, beginning
at 8 p.m. Wednesdays-Thursdays, and
Bill Jones, at 8 p.m. Saturdays. Closing
tune. depending on the crowd, isup to 2

German beer and food keep the cus-
tomers merry.

“We get people age 21-90, from all
walks of life,” Kurz said. Mae, the
waitress, occassionally does a solo.
Other regulars who perform for the
cheering audience include Basil, who
has a Broadway-show vaice, and any-
one who volunteers to lead the German
favorite, the “Schnitzelbank” song,
pointing to pictures on the familiar
board.

The Dakota Inn is at 17324 John R in
Detroit (phone 867-9722).
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DIRNER THERTRE

my Launce
PROductions. Inc

presents

A Thriller
Tony Award Winner
Performances:
Friday & Saturday
Group Rates &
Performances
Available
Reservations
643-8865

LowerLevelSomersetMall

JIMMY LAUNCE
PRODUCI[ONS INC.

“CALIFORNIA SUlTE"
A Comedy by Neil Simon

atthe
EAGLE THEATRE LIVE
138. Saginaw
Pontiac
Fridays & Saturdays
8:30 p.m. curtain

=Ry

Box Office
Open 12-5 p.m.
$6.00

335-5470
Group Rates
Information
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SHELBY

THEATRE
8150 23 MI. RD.
(AT VAN DYKE)

DAILY MAT.
.90¢ Starts 1PM

WEEKDAY AND
WEESKEND NITE

1.50
739-8444

] StersFrigay
CLASH

FreeyrEr i sy
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of the TITANS.
[7] Starts Friday
[FUN HOUSE plus

CHEECH & CHONG'S)
NEXT HOVEE

FREE THEATRE
TICKETS WHEN YOU
DINEAT OCEANIA INN
ALSQ..3 CHINESE
MOVIES DAILY-
BOTHCHINESE&
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

739-8445
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AUCTION IN DETROIT

Four piece parlor set by John Henry Belter, of

laminated rosewood, including settee, armchair
and two side chairs.

FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 7:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 11:00 A.M
SUNDAY, JUNE 21, NOON

Qil on canvas, signed J. H. Shar|
“Hunting Tal

Other fino offerings include: Black seal BELLEEK
fiqurines. Antique MEISSEN sphinkes 177'x23"", An award
winning button collection. a fine bronze by Duchorselle, a Max
Enersberger, Americana, Vicloriana and more.

PREVIEW: JUNE 12-19, 10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M.

Catalogues avallable at the gallery $6.00,
Postpaid: $7.00.
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| dcruss from the Renaissance Conter wmemm ]

Winston’s Pub serves Italian Spaghetti with
meat sauce or white clam sauce and
gatlic bread until you say ““Enough Already!”
(And there’s Poco Loco every Wednesday night!)
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Since 1950
WHERE DINING IS AN EXPERIENCE
Chinese Gifts & Famous Cantonese Cuisine
{American Food also Avaliable)
usto llems from
visitur Main Dining Room, surroundad by
5 Ivory & Beautiful At Works.
« Spegial dotaios At given to CARRY-OUT SERVICE
- Private Rooms avallable for Parties 644-7576
Hours:Mon-Tours 1 am- 10 o
Sund Holidays 12-10 o
856 N. Woodward. nost Oak S1. Birmingham

JAKK'S

RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE
Where Dining is an Enjoyment
MDN NITE: ama ORLISTEN T0 A FRIEND.

LADIES - 2

THURS! HITE: HOMEGTYLE GREEK DIN
SPECIALS EVERY DAY FOR BUSINESS PERSON'S LONCHES
47 PM — EARLY BIRD SPECIALS - MON. THRU FRI.

25234 GREENFIELD AT 10 MILE
OAK PARK

967-3922

sEA sHEL SURF & TURF

RESTAURANT

OFF ANY DINNER

WHEN A SECOND IS PURCHASED
F EQUAL OR GREATER VALUE
(Does not nclude specials & ala cart
+BUSINESS LUNCHES « DINKERS « COCKTAILS
FRESH SEAFOOD & CHOICE MEAT DISHES
MON. THRU PR LUNCH 8 DINNER-SAT. DRNERS ONLY FROMS .

, canvas 167x24" K

£ Diamond and
platinum necklace
from the former
Estate of

Helena Rubenstein

409 E. Jefferson
Detroit, Mich. 48226
{313) 983-1379/5046
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Music and fun
for everyone!

Schitiler?

WEST BLOOMFIELD

| 6088 Wost Maple
851-8880

TUES. NITE: Ul :

WED. NITE: COIIPLES NITE 50% off FOR HIS DATE .
(OINNER ONLY WITH. PRICE) .

i

ALBAN’S

Bottly & Basket

Restaurant & Delicatessen

SUNDAY SPECIALS *3.79
CHICKEN CORDON BLEU LASAGNA
BAKED WHITE FISH

“The above Includes Tossed Salad or Cole Slaw, Roll & Butter or
Garlic Toast or Potatoes or Rice.

ol " 680-1258

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

 Luncheons * Dinners ® Carry Out Orders
Chinctown Style Welcomed
Open 7 doys.o week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. }1 a.m.-11 p.m.
1. 1211 pm; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

69 S. Woodward, Birmingham
Q\ 644-2913
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MAGNIFICENT
FRIDAY SEAFOOD BUFFET

START WITH
Fresh New England Clam Chowder; Bread
& Butter, then a Trip to Our Magnificent Salad Bar

Now The Seafood
Cold Shrimp, Tuna. Crab Legs, Whitefish, Stuffed Salm-
on, Sole, Smoked Sable, Smoked Whitefish, Smoked Salm-
on, Hot Fried Shrimp, Fried Clams, Fried Perch, Broiled
Sole, Broiled Whitefish, Seafood Newburg. Steamship
Round of Beef.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

B 6 PM- 10 PM
28555 Telegraph Rosd  Southtield, Michigan  383-7700
At The HOLIDAY INN -
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SEAFOOD

COME CELEBRATE AT JACQUES!
WITH A REFINED TWO STEP

ONE STEP " TWO STEP.
Nightly Dining Celebrate with
Specializing in Seafood Jacques Catering

Extraordinare
Fresh Stuffed Flounder...$11.95 Complete Catering

1% pound Fresh Main Lobster...$15.95 Facilities for 2 to 200

30100 Telegraph Road
North of 12 Mile

Reservations 642-1374 Catering Dept. 842-3303
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Monday - Saturday Major Cardy




