Ladakh:

‘By Mike Edwards
:speclal writer
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“The money’s potiring in," a man of
Ladakh sald. And then, reveallng in his
lingo the Western Inﬂumce that ae-
companles the cash, he added: “Good
Lord, it’s pouring ln."

Fourteen thousand tourists may not
seem like many in a year, reports the
WNational Geographic news service, but
consider that -before 1974 virtually
none had traveled to Ladakh. This thin-
1y populated region of northern India,
sometimes called “Little Tibet,” was
isolated in the high fastness of the Hi-
malayan and Karakoram mountain
ranges, its Buddhist and Moslem people
seratehing out a living on tiny farms or
tending flocks gn the sparse grass of
the ridges.

Behold now, the new-rich: Jeep driv-
ers, tour guides, hoteliers, and dealers
in cloth, brassware, and {some say)
stolen Buddhists antiquities.

STENZIN TUNDUP, a bronze-
skinned young man whose black hair
seemed more chopped than Lrimmed.
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probably would have cultivated a por-'
tion of his father's postage-stamp-size
. farm had India not opened hif home-
" land to tourists. Instead, ke bought a
Jeep He was iy driver for a dozen

Ladakh!s seem always hnppy,
shrugging off relentless summer sun
and winter's deep cold. Centurles of
Buddhist teaching have imbued them
with the spirit of nonviolence; murder
and mayhem are rare.

Like his kin, Tundup met the world ~
fuel

with a broad grin. Whea
fouled the Jeep's gas line, he employed -
his favorite (and almost enly) English
phrase: “No problem.” He put his
mouth to the gas line and sucked it
clean. When rutted trails cracked
leavés of the Jeep's springs — “
problem.” He clamped the loose pieces.
We started for Ladakh from Srina-
gar in the Vale of Kashmir, leaving
that verdant region as we topped the
pass called Zoji La at 11,580 feet. Lush
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more than 8 inches a year. -
. We stopped overnight at the town of
Kargll, where the International Hotel
three stars on its signboard. I

boasted 8
took & cold shower by candlelight; noth-

ing electric was wotking.
The next day we continued toward

China,
spices, and tea, Leh began to stagnate
after Communist China closed the bor-
der in 1949.
Ladakh was ped up, Pakistan
biting off a chunk in the Iate 1940s.
Then, the 1982 war between India and

region, and when the stoj
China beld more mﬁ% squ”ed'm
miles of Ladakh, still claimed by India.
After the conflict, the Indlan sarmy
remained to guard the border, building

a paved road to Leb, and an atrport.

Today, open to tourists again, the
clty throbs. The short main street
echoes with Freach, English, and Ger-
man. Leh appeals especialiy to young
adventurers. Some adopt the area's re-
Ugionuwellasludm—nluxt,
for a summer.

Twenty-five miles south at Hemis,
Ladakh’s largest . m
‘monks sat in a circle reciting !mm holy
booh,theln{ng-mnapawd bylcym-
bal. Passing through a d
in front of a great g;lldad nntm ot Bud-
dha. It was flanked by amaller statues,
a3 well as silver chortens ornamented
with precious stones. Such shrines are
among Ladakh's major tourist attrac-
tlons.

OTHERWISE, HEMIS Is a plain, ag-
ing collection of buildings made of
stone, mud, and wooden beams.

Like Leh, Tibetan Buddhism suffered
when China closed its borders. This de-

nied the lamas access to Tibet, their
—~
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spiritual mainspring, to which they

journeyed for study or renewal.
lnlo this reglon which Is in flux,
ere occaslonally comes Gejoug Ten-

zin Gylbllo, BL! Hollneu the Four-
Since fleelng Chl-
mdommud leet 1n 1959, the spir-
itual leader of Tibetan Buddhists has
made his headquarters in the Indlan
town of Dharmsala. On his journeys to
Ladakh he seemis . mdder for a way-
‘ward ship. i
On his last vist, be bumped along in
a Land-Rover, following a crude track
into the remote Zaskar Valley. In Tun-
dup's doughty Jeep, cnmmed with gas-
oline cans and (ood, 1 followed. We
plowed through sand, bounced over
rock, and traversed valleys whose
streams reached for the runoff of
\snowfields. Each halrpin turn brought
a new vista: a long tongue of glacie.r or
a herd of grazing yaks.

. 1 ete
His Holiness occupied a building on-a
sandy valley floor near the village of
Padam. Here he Intended to ug-
ing an ancient Buddhist text that~ex-
tolled such universal values as generos-
ity and patience. e

Magnetically, his presence drew. fa
dakhls from the mountains and valleys.
Some walked for days. Others rode
donkeys or horses. Some brought g!,h
of food. s

Later I interviewed His Holiness;
bespectacled man of 45 years. Recently
he accepted a Chinese invitationiith
send emissaries to Tibet to observe
condltions. “The issue is the happinpss
of the peopl2,” he said. “If they are sat+
isfled, why should I complain?” But be
believes they are not satisfied and that
Chinese-rule of Tibetans has not:re-
duced their traditional desire to be Ti>
betans. . s

with speclal

NESS, a col
more effect
life. He has
talk shows,
Tonight Sho

*% Sieeping Without Drugs - No more.
counting sheep

%% Control Migralne and Tenslon
Headaches

* % Alertness and Eneray Technique

ALPHA AWARENESS oy

The Great Learning Concept
6 DAYS (June 21 - June 26, 1981) 4
7:00to 11 p.m. each evening

TRAINING SEMINAR
NOMINAL TUITION

VRLE MINTO is a lecturer of ALPHA AWARE="}

LEARN TO APPLY THESE TECHNIQUES

Memory Techniques - (Remembgr 30 items, no pencil or paper)
- . %% Whatis ESP-Precognition?

This seminar about the new science of consclousness may well be ma :

rates for graduates and students

urse taught to aid people to live
ively and creatively in’ everyday
appeared on many radio and TV, *

including the Johnny Carson
w. S ]

Ladanad

%% Mental Anesthesla and Pain Conlrpl ;
* % Name Recall

%% Human and Plant Aura

most

June 21st-7to 11p.m.
UNITY Of

421-1760

ant
BRING A FRIEND k
FIRST NIGHT INTRODUCTION - $5.00 donation which can be applied to full tuition. <

GENESOHENSEN MINISTER

24 hours of your lifél

F LIVONIA . E

or 261-2440

ONETHE JAUAL-
PO% AAMNG FeEX
- JUNE 18 4hvo JONE 21
ON ANy sxte TREE!
Rrer WILL-

SAVE 50% THIS WEEK

HAVE WE GOT &
SHADY DEAL FOR DAD

FREE PLANTING ON SHADE TREES

e Litve HuDegDS.
To e FoM @
Adeviweseeo - |
MAALES, CEAMEDN KiNeS

Laclors, UNDENS  AcH,
“PIN OAK BEEH a0 MDA:E'

P

JULY 4th!

ENTERTAIN AROUND YOUR NEW
PATIO SET! BUY NOW & SAVE!

1% t 40%

. > 5pc Sels starting at $165.00 & up .
HURRY AND PICK OUT YOUR SET TODAY! OUR SALE HAS
"BEEN SO SUCCESSFUL THAT MANY ITEMS ARE LIMITED!

4405 Highland + Pontiac 48054
3 Miles west of Telegraph - 647-4184

HOURS: Mon-Tues-Th-Fri: 10-8
Wed & Sal 10-6. Sun: 11-5

0 1 oL Heee !

¥PPG, PRICED ITEMS ONKY

Sherwood

LANDSCAPING * GARDEN CENTER « COUNTRY STORE

ceo seomtzse iHpos |

COUNTRY CORNERS i
GIFT SHOP LANDSCAPING AND

TALLY HALL HUNTERS SQ GARDEN CENTER - ||
31005 Orchard Lake Rd. | 4981 Adams Road 8
Fammington Hills Comer of Sliverbell i

Tel. 855-5454 Rochester - .

Mon. through Thurs. 10 to ¢ Tel. 652-4920 \
Friday & Saturday 10 fo 10 Mon. thiough Sat. 9.t08 |
Sunday 1110 8 Sunday 9 to 7 H




