Ecuador' New and old contrast in Quito
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. Thishlgh{em!evalleyhualwm tracted peo-
. ple — the native Indiars who farmed it for thm-
'sandsolym thelnmwhoinvndedlt,mSpan-
ish who colonized it, the modern businessmen who
work in the capital city of Quito and the tourists,
like me, who come to gape at it all.

In time I will follow that Pan American Highway
below, which leads down the green valley to Amba-
ta, Riobamba and Cuenca, but ﬂml Imun discover
Quito.

AS WE APPROACH Qiito, the clouds take on the
creamy conical shapes of mountains, The high
peaks of the Andes are wearing the clouds like a
whipped cream topping.

Suddenly we are clear of clouds, and a rugged
mountain slope leads down in rocky ridges to the
rooftops of Quito, nestled high at Lhe end of a mag-
nificent, vivid-green valley.

Cultivated green fields make rectangular shapes
high up to a dark green line'of trees. We are bover-
ing exactly above the equator, so vegetation grows
almost to the top of the mountains.

Through the mist, houses climb the great slopes
_in cream and pastel stucco, to the top of a conlcal
hill crowned with a huge aluminum statoe of the
Virgin of Quito. A high-rise city, and @ spread of old
red colonial rooftops, passes beneath us as we land.

Airports are all alike except for their setting.
Thls one has a mountain called Pichincha that rises

g above it and follows our tour bus into the
an Contemporary cars, most of them smal, fill
the parking lot of the airport and crowd the roads.

PATRICIO Valencia, administrative director of
the Ecuador National Tourism Commission, gives a
quick rundown of facts from the microphone at the
front of the bus. Quito is 9,300 feet high, and has a
population of. 800,000, Ecuador has 22 volcanic
peaks with an average altitude of 18,000 feet. The
agricuitural economy is now also an oil economy;
Ecuador has the highest oil pipeliné In the world.

I'm listening, Patricio, and your English is better
than mine; but I cannot keep my eyes off the scene
that we are driving through. Roundabouts full of
flowers. A pigtailed man in a dark felt hat, and a
woman in a pink poncho. A Kentucky Fried Chicken
sign that reads “Pollo Frito Kentucky.” .

A woman goes by with a baby slung on her back
and a felt hat on her head. The men and women in
native costume all seem to wear thede hats. As we
approach the Hotel Colon International, the Indian
costume mixes with men and women in contempo-
rary suits and dresses, under aigns that read .
“discoteca, galleria, restaurante.”

From our room high up in this contemporary ho-
tel, it is easy to get our bearings. The modern city is
around and behind us. Ahead, past great green

. A clarification

A story in last week’s Travel section about a trip
to New York should have mentioned that it was
similar to one sponsored by the Observer & Eccen-
tric. The trip is being planned in cooperation with

Hamilton, Miller, Hudson and Fayne Travel of .

Southfield.

* efllo (Little Breadroli) Hill, the conical hll] with the

parks, the rooftops of the centuries-old colonial sec-
* tion of the city run ribbed-red to the foot of Pane-

Virgin of Quito on its top.
1t takes two hours al sleep to get r{d of the jet
1ag, and then we are on & bus again touring the city.
Our feet itch to walk those wonderful stréets, and
they will, but we have learned from experiesce that
a quick bus tour is 2 good way to get your bearings

in a pew city.

* Patricio recounts anclent history as ';: drive
put e!e,gmt old colonial houses, contemporary
dings and the curved glass of the cultural
museum ln the lookout at Bejavista, where the
if-older Hotel looks

down past the 17th century Sanctuary of Guapulo to’
the deep valley and the eastern range of the Andes.
Quito is a constantly climbing road of wonderful
views.

momcomxmmo{qmwumm
populated, and the central shopping area of the
city. Staggered red-tile rooftops and old wrought-
iron balconles lean over sireets built of stones from

the old Inca city on which Quito stands.
- Everything moves here between the small shops,
the ancient plazas, the church domes and the arch-
suits, stylish dresses,

the most lasting image of Ecuador: the multiple
colored skirts, or trousers, of the proud, poor, Indi-
an people, with their ponchos and dark felt hats.
They move purposefully across Independence
Squarg, the beautiful city center sided by the Presi-
dent's Palace, La Catedral and the Church of La”
Concepcion. They move down the wonderful old
streets, past the 17th century Chitrch La Cornpania
and the monastary of San Agustin, to the heart of
the old city, the Plaza of San Francisco. :
CHURCH DOMES and crosses make a skyline all
around us. Indians in ponchos and hats sit on the
steps at the edge of the plaza, where heavy auto
traffic constantly inches by. Faces of every color
move across the plaza, in pigtails, in long tresses,
under fedoras and carrying burdens on their heads.
On the\curved steps in front of the church women
sell candles, bright umbrellas make an informal
marketplace and a child offers to shine your shoes.
Agalnst the sky, we can see the statue of the Vir-
gin of Quito. We head there now, winding up the *
moantainsides. At the top, an Otavalo Indian with
his wife and three children are selling hand-made

wall bangings for $5 each. .
‘There is a wonderful personal excitement to the
exchange as we buy from A wide, proud smile

dominates- his strong face, With its large hooked
nose and long, traditional black pigtail under a
black felt hat.

The womnan is wrapped in the traditienal long,
dark shirts of the Otavale with many strings of
gold-colored beads making a huge choker around
her neck.

It is this image of the Indian in ponc!m and felt
bat that I will carry with me down the Valley of the
Volcanoes and home as a permanent personal
memoéry of Ecuador.

Next week: The Valleu of the Volcanoes.

Hurry!

Independence Square Is a center of activity in Quito.

Thursday, June 18, 1881

Space is Limited...
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1RIS AND MICKY JONES’

There’s only one Broadway

- See it on the Observer & Eccentric New York ley

Theatre Weekender July 17-19th

.
New York City ... a thousand places to see! A
thousand things to do. But best of all ... IT'S
BROADWAY. Nowhere, but nowhere can you
find such an incredible choice of theatre. if you
love theatre, you'll love the theatre hits of 1981,
and we are making it easy for you.
Tony Award Winners
Here’s a preview of the hits you can enjoy:
Amadeus
Best Broadway play of 1981. Outstanding actor
of the year, lan McKellen. Best scenic design.
All add to the intrigue of Vienna’s musical world
with the focus.on Mozart.
42nd Strest
Best musical of the year. Shades of the '30s, a
pure gold production and the crowning achieve-
ment of the late Gower Champion.
Woman of the Year ~ .
Lauren Bacall wins Best Actress of the Year in
this accomplished musical.
The Pirates of Penzance
Wins best director, best revival and Kevin Kiine
takes outstanding actor in a musical award,
Lighthearted and magnificently fun In this Gil-
bert & Sullivan operetta.
Lena Horne: The Lady and Her Music
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In Cooperation with HAMILTON, MILLER,

$228.00" wwll fly you there and back and

you for the at the world

famous Summit Hotel on 51st & Lexington. Also
included in this price are:

* Your choice of admission to the Museum of

Modern Art or the Metropolitan Museum of

Art

« Round trip airport transfers via limousine/-
coach

« A to the multi-media pr

the “New York Experience”

* Meals enroute

« Complete luggage handling «apon arrival at
hotel

*Per person based on double occupancy. Add
10% ($22.80) for all taxes and services per
person. .

Call our Broadway Tour Desk ~ 7
591-2300,.ext. 244
between 9 & 5 and get
ready for the curtain to rise.

HUDSON & FAYNE TRAVEL CORP.
OF SOUTHFIELD

(but hurry — space is limited!)
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