There may be less than meets the eye

What will your child have experienced ‘one mil-
lion times by his or her 20th year? What will have
gn!umad 399,360 minutes of your child's life by

en?

‘The answer is televismu commercials, which will
£ill 6,856 hours of your child’g precious and limited
time by the age of 20. Though the networks and
their sponsors are limited by law to 16 minutes of
commercial time per. hour, the average child

watching television sees commercials at the aston- .

ishing rate of 1,000 per week.

What are the effects of that much commercial
exposure? The most immediate effect is that your
child Tearns to distrust. He learns that things ate
not really the way they appear to be. This is not
always a bad lesson, but the manner in which our
children learn this lesson costs them dearly in inno-
cence and self-confidence.

Through the use of clever filming techniques,
those who wish to sell products use a variety of
tricks such as wide angles, close-ups, sound effects,
lighting and music. They de-emphasize the skill,
age, strength or dexterity needed to use an item,
and they make products.look bigger, better and
more fun than they might actually be.

DOING ALL these deceptive things, they set up
false hopes and expectations. And they deceive the
child, who is the ope least likely to have the ability
to see through these fancy selling techniques. R

Believing the adult world to be all knowing and
powerful, the child's first inclination is to turn the
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and that include.

* disappolntment inward. He will doubt himself. He

will feel that he must be inadequate because, obvi-
ously, the tog is a good, workable item. After all, it
worked on TV, dido't it? It would not be shown on
TV if it wasn't good, would it?

Children should learn that mot all good and
worthwhile products are advertised on TV. A prod-
uct, to be valuable to an individual, does not need to
be on TV at all. People can make independent judg-
ments based on their true needs and interests. Some
of the best products are those discovered by acci-
dent or through a friend.

Children do need to learn that things are not al-
ways what they appear to be. Bt this is a lesson
that can be learned in other ways and not through
deception.

‘Both of these lessons can be learned from a prod-
uct that recently came on the market. It is unad-
vertised, fairly inexpensive and interesting. Called
Solargraphics, it is a commercial kit for printmak-
ing with sun-sensitive paper. The kit contains 15

THE PROCESS Is slmple, according to the man-
ufacturer. |

Collect objects and place them over the Solar-
graphic paper, being sure not to expose the paper to
the sun before use.

Place the transparent cover on top of the objects
and put the whole gizmo into the sun for two to five
minutes (depending on how strong the sun is, and
how dark you want the print to be).

Wash the paper in a tray of plain tap water for
abont 30 seconds and then dry on a flat surface.
Keep an eye on the paper as the image will emerge
shortly. Things are not always what they appear to
be and this plain paper will reveal images that
weren't there when the project began.

‘These prints can be mounted on cardboard, cov-
ered with plastic wrap and kept indefinitely.

Solargraphics is available for $4.98 at All For
Learning in the Orchard-Mall, West Bloomfield, or
by writing P.O. Box 7091 P, Berkeley, Calif., 94707.

Patricia Bordman, & freedance writer and
phonam'apher, has a master’s degree in Early
Education. She has taught elementa-
ru school and conducted workshops and lec-
tures. Mrs. Bordman welcomes suggestions
and comments. Please write her c/o the Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspaper, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150.

sun-sensitive sheets of paper, a transparent cover ©PATRICIA BORDMAN
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After washingthe Solargraphic paper in a tray of water, then drying,
an image wlil myteriously appear.
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“We make your house
a comfortable home
that says you live there”
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First for Fail

Kitty Kelly is your first choice for
unforgettable fall wedding fashions.
We have Michigan’s largest bridal
selection, with a new fall collection
that ranges from the contemporary
to the traditional. And Kitty Kelly
is first with the services you need,
including a staff of full-time bridal
consultants, a full-time alteration
department and convenient hours.
Professional wedding photography
is available at each of our locations,
too. Come to Kitty Kelly...your
first and finest choice
for bridal selection and service!

BRIDALSALONS.




