O&E

Court-approved sewer rate hike affects county

By Mike Scanlon
staff writer

After months of court hearings and
negotiations with the Metro Detroit
Water Board, Oakland County’s prob:
lems with next week’s scheduled July T
sewage rate hike are just about over.

But for heavy Wayne County sewage
users, the problems may be just begin-
ning under a Tuesday order by US.
District Court Chief Judge John Fiek-
ens after a closed chambers session
with attorneys.

Due to take effect Wednesday is a
complex system of sewage rate hikes

The cool cottons for summer. Crisp, clean and perfectly suited
to the season. Gant’s basic (through slightly tapered!) Oxford
cloth dress shirt in white, blue, pink or yellow cotton for sizes
14Y2 2, 31016 4, 5; *25 each. Rooster’s hand-woven tie of
cotton madras from India; 9.50. In University Place, The Men’s
Store, —where we are all the things you are.

| Somerset Mall, Big; Beaver at Coolidge, Troy * Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn

which vary substantially throughout
the huge, 76-city water system.

As examples, southéast Oakland
County residents will be charged $4.23
for disposal of each 1,000 cubic feet of
sewage compared to the old rate of
$3.40. Most Wayne County residents
will pay $5.81 per thousand cubic feet
— 7,500 gallons — under the new rates.

‘William Hampton, an attorney rep-
resenting Oakland County, said the two

biggest problems involving the water
board and the county have been solved
by replacement of a faulty sewage
measuring meter in the southeast cor-
ner of the county and an agreement to
average stormwater flows over a 10-
year period.

SOME PARTICIPANTS among the
baffling array of plaintitfs, cross-plain-
tiffs, defendants and cross-defendants
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involved in the sewage rate hike syits Participants agree the issue is likely
agree the biggest remaining stumbling  to be settled only in a lawsuit.

blocly is who will pay for a sewer col-

lapse in the Edison Corridor line near Meanwhile, big Wayne County water
Sterling Heights. users will be hit with a 31 cent-per

‘The issue pits the odd allies of De-
troit and Oakland County against Ma-
comb County. Detroit and Oakland
want Macomb to pay -for the sewer
main break. Macomb wants the costs
divided among all customers of the wa-
tex board.

thousand cubic feet pollution surveil- .

lance surcharge under Fiekens' order.

"The charge was suspended for all wa-

ter board customers except those who

are served under subcontract by the -
‘Wayne County Department of Public -

Works (DPW).

New law puts stop to
water rate subsidies

John Bennett, D-Redford, who said be .

ByLynn Orr
staff writer

Gov. William Milliken is expected to
sign into law a bill that will eliminate
water rate subsidies to Detroit and
some Oakland County communities
while lowering rates to other munici-

lities.

The bill, passed by the state Senate
yesterday, proposes elimination of a
$3% million subsidy to Detroit custom-
ers, as well as $1% million in subsidies
to outlying customers such as Farm-
ington Hills, Bloomfield Township and
West Bloomfield.

Water rate charges in West Bloom-
fleld would be doubled, while the Metro
Detroit Water and Sewerage Depart-
ment would be forced to reduce rates
to 36 other communities under the pro-
visions of the bill.

The bill eliminates a 1917 law that
banned the city of Detroit from charg-
ing more than double the water rate

" charged to city residents and requires

every municipality to be charged the
actual cost of service, rather than min-
imum rates.

The bill, expected to be delivered to
Milliken within a week, is a culmina-
tion of a five-year fight by state Rep.

is confident Milliken will sign the bill.
“After five years of wnngﬂng with
the city of Detroit, we've finally ac-
complished something,” said Bennett.
“We were subsidizing the more af-
fluent communities who were a greater
distance from the source.”

UNDER THE provisions of the bill,
changes in rates could include:

® West Bloomfield: $5.50 to $11.55
per cubic foot.

® Farmington Hills: $5.50 to §8.02.

® Bloomfield Township: $5.50 to
$6.84.

® Novi: §5.50 to $7.52.

® Canton Township: $3.20 to $3.36.

© Inkster: $2.91 to $2.67.

The 12 communities being served by
the Soutaeastern Oakland County Wa-
ter Authority, including Birmingham,
the city of Farmington and Southfield,
could see a reduction in rates, from
$2.75 to $2.54.

Communities unaffected by the bill
include Livonia, Westland, Garden
City, Plymouth, Plymouth Township,
and Bloomfie]d Hills.

The bill does not affect sewerage
rates, which are scheduled to rise
‘Wednesday.
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...the leader '

in its field!

Copied by many...
duplicated by'none.

's only one leader in the field of health
! And only the

Vic Tanny Bloomfield Executive Health

& Racquet Club offers you luxury fitness

like quuLlhul] courts, jogging

. olympic-size pool. the world’s best

progressive resistance exercise equipment

and free acrobic dance classes!

Vie Tanny...says it all!

2 years
for the price of 1

ngh( nm\ you can join the V:c Tanny Bloomficld
Executive Health & Racyuet Club and get two
years of regular membership for the price of one!

Men...Women call now!

Vic Tanny Bloomfield
Executive Health & Racquet Club
| - 8552300 .
6420 Telegraph Rd. at Maple Rd.

1v's a great way to enjoy all the fabulous executive
facilities we offer men and women a full seven
days a week! .

ON CUSTOM FRAMING 6:30 ta 9:30
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6218S. Washington, Royal Oak 544-2828

Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30, Closed Saturday

Sy Beaver Read at Coilidye /,,VJ

THE BOARDROOM

Somerset Mall

5-DAY SALE
OF MEN'S FASHIONS

all suits 15% to 30% off
all sporf coats 15% o 25% off
all dress stacks 20% off

Our entire stock of suits, sport coats and dress slacks
is marked at substantial price reductions. Included are the
world's most celebrated designers and makers: Pierre Cardin,
Bill Blass, Givenchy, Lanvin, Christian Dior, H. Freeman. It's
an extraordinary opportunity to buy the best fashions the
world has to offer, at a great deal Jess than they're
usually offered for - for five exciting days! *

suits, originally $145 to $425, now $119-$319
sport coats, originally $135 fo $300, now $109-5250
dress slacks, originaily $45 to $80, now~$34-564

there 1s no charge for namal alterations

sale ends June 29
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