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Host pro predicts
Littler to win

Gene Littler will win the 1981 U.S. Sen-
lor Open — at least that's Al Mengert's
opinion,

“It's Gene Littler with a 284,"" sald Men-
gert, head professional of the prestigious
goif club n Bloomfield Township. ‘*He (LIt-
tlar) won the U.S. Open here at Oakland
Hllls In 1861 — can he win a Senior Open
20 years later?"

Mengert sald Littler's closest chal-
lengers should be Miller Barber, Arnold
Palmer, Bob Goalby and defending cham-
plon Roberto DeVicenzo.

“Many will remember Arnold at his peak
in the 1964 Carilng Open at Oakland
Hills," sald Mengert. ““He hit the pin with
his second shot at the final hole, but lost
the champion_hip by two shots to Bobby

. Nichols.

"Everyone remembers the controversy
at the Masters (1968) when Roberto DeVi-
cenzo signed an Incorrect scorecard and
lost to Bob Goalby. It would be something
if they tied again.”

ALTHOUGH OAKLAND HILLS' famed
South Course willl play somewhat shorter
this year than it did in 1979 for the PGA
championship, it may be more difficult.

“During the PGA, the course played as
easily as It ever has for & major champlon-
ship,” said Mengert, who won the 1980
Michigan PGA champlonship.

“The weather was ideal, and the course
was groomed for low scoring. The greens
were ‘member’ speed, allowing the players
to charge for birdles without the fear of the

Qakland -Hills Country Club Pro Al
Mengert predicts Gene Littler (pic-
tured) wili capture this year's U.S.

Senlor Open with a four-over-par _

284.

ball getting away from the hole,

"The greens were soft and held every
fron shot, so the players could go right to
the flag. The rough was very iight, and
reaching the green from the rough pre-
sented no problems.”’

The course will play 6,798 yards — com-
pared to 7,014 for the '79 PGA — with a
par of 70. The greens will be fast, the fair-
ways narrow, and the roughs desep.

There’s Room at
the Inn...
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Specializing in:
sFresh Seafoods =Aged Meals
*Uniquely Prepared Veal
Fine PastrieseTableside Cooking
*Fine Wines & Spirits

EXCELLENCE INDINING -
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

* Awadrd Winning Dining Rooms » Banquet Rooms
for 610 300 Guests » Cocktail Lounges s 172 Luxury
Greal Rooms » Coffee Shop » Heated Swimming
Poots Beauty Salon « Barber Shop « International Art
Gallery s Parking for 500 Cars « Limousine Service

1475 North Woodward Avenue
Bloomtield Hills
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43.88 DRIVE SHOE..

MANY OTHER STYLES ALSO ON SALE

THE NEW ORLEANS MALL
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