Name of the game is competition

He is the that never

gloats, the winner that never boasts,
the victor that never swaggers.

Though the challenger can never re-
ally win, be is not a hustler. Both chil-
dren and adults give their money to
him, making him one of the biggest
money makers in the world. Who is he?
The video game,

The popularity of these games is
found not only in their flashing lights,
fancy noises, intricate graphics, and
multitudes of buttons and levers. It is
found also in their variety, ingenuity,
and especially in the competitive chal-
lenge they represent.

Competition is very important in our
society. Though we often decry the
pressure that competition brings, we
also know that competition is a spur to

Children, too, feel this
need to compete. It can have the posi-
tive benefits of refining their abilities,
developing their skills, and helping
them to become better individuals. It
can also lead to self-doubt, and the feel-
ing that the only worthwhile activity is
one in which there is a winner.

VIDEO GAMES satisfy the need
to compete without the accompanying
risk to self-image. Unlike losing to a
living competitor, there is no loss of es-
teem to a machine. A non-human com-
petitor is no threat. In fact, the ma-
chine is not the competitor at all. The
player knows from the start that the
machine is unbeatable. So the player is
actually engaged in an effort to outdo
his last performance and perfect his
skill.
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Video gaming is really solitaire with
a companion, the machine, and on-look-
ers. The success of one player does not
diminish that of another. It is possible
for an entire family to play the same
game, each at his own level, and root
for each other’s success.

Visit an arcade to see both the fun
and the competition. A good one to visit
on a trip to downtown Detroit is at the
Renaissance Cenler.

CALLED SIMULATION Station, it
is named for one of its attractions, the
KMS 2000. The KMS 2000 is an en-
closed ride that simulates the motion,
sounds, and scenery of piloting an air-
plane, riding the rapids, and skiing on
snow and water. It tilts and rotates

* while you and 12 othgrs are safely

strapped into this eartfibound simula-
tor.

Located in Tower 200, Simulation
Station is visited by families as well as
business persons. There are 35 differ-
ent gaming machines, certainly encugh
to satisfy the competitive needs of
most youngsters.

Patricia Bordman, a freedance
writer and photographer, has a
‘master’s degree in early childhood
education. She has taught elemen:
tary school and conducted
workshops and lectures. Mrs. Bord-
men welcomes suggestions and
comments. Please write her c/o the
Observer & Eccentric Newspaper,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.
© PATRICIA BORDMAN
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Isn’t it nice to Know there'’s still
a Thomas Fumniture around?

Great Savings on
Woodard Fumniture:

This 5-pc. umbrella set has the:
light look of an ocean breeze:
and the quality of Woodarcl
behind it. Which means it
beautiful as well as durable.
Construction is of strong rust-
resistant wrought iron in &
yellow finish. A 48” dia. mesh
table has white criss-crossecl
vinyl strap seats. Straps that:
survive pool and rain wash-
downs as well as lots of fun ancl
offer perfect outdoor lving.

South Pacific.
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Applegate Square, Northwestern Hwy. and Inkster Rd..
Southfield, Michigan 48034

SHOES AND ACCESSORIES
BEGINNING TODAY

Y2 OFF

SAVE 50% ON 800 prs.
OF DRESS SHOES & CASUAL

WOMEN’S DESIGNER SHOES
REG. $48 TO $160

$24 10 *80

Sandilar's Designer Names
MARTINIQUE « EVINS » BEENE BAG
« HALSTON + ANNE KLEIN + GAROLINI
« SESTO MEUCCI » PANCALDI » BRUNO MAGLI

Sandilar of Claire Pearone. 2771 Somerset Mall.
Troy. Michigan 48084

AMERICAN BEAUTY

THOMAS

mnking your world more beautiful

Amold Palmer

This 5-pc. umbrella set combines
the clean lines and permance o*
metal, with sand colored vinyl
straps. Accented with brown,
the straps live comfortably with
sun, rain and poolside splashes.
The 48" dia. table top is o°
tempered gdlass also available ir
snow white.

Limited Quantities
Sonry No Phone Orders
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1565 S. OPDYKE RD. At South Blvd.
BLOOMFIELD Hills 338-8534
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KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING
PLANNING & DESIGNING
We Carry: « Cabinets by Welborn
« Custom Formica Cabinets
« Custom Cabinets by Regal
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