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“Carts aren't allowed by the USGA,
and that’s a definite factor in this
tournament,” Littler said. “This isn't
an easy course to walk. —

“I'm used to a certain pace, so I
don't like carts myself,” said Littler,
the 1961 U.S. Open champion at Oak-
land Hills, whose illustrious golf ca-
reer lost only a minimum of momen-
tum due to a bout with cancer in 1972.

Littler is prepared, however, for
the future.

“Age takes its toll,” he said. “You
can partially combat it by exercising
and by swinging heavy clubs to keep
the muscles conditioned. But you
can't totally keep it from happening.

“The body's not as supple, the
swing is shortened — you lose dis-
tance, your nerves go and your con-
centration isn't as intense. They all
add up.”

SNEAD, A MEMBER of the PGA
Golf Hall of Fame and the Wogld Golf
Hall of Fame, said, “Your not sup-
posed to be playing with the seniors
until you're 55. But I know why the
USGA lowered it to 50 — so guys like
Arnold Palmer and Gene Littler can
play.”

But Snead is far from being bitter.

“If you're 50 to 62 it's OK to be
playing — I shouldn't be on the tour
in the first place. I don't think or putt
as well as I used to, and my nerves
are shorter.

caught

in golf wringer

“You get a little exhausted in heat
like this and a little bit more exhaust-
ed when you play bad.

“But my hobbies are hunting and
fishing, and to get the money to do
that, I have to play golf.

“Besides, I love golf. Unlike other
sports, it tests a man from one end to
the other.”

CASPER SAID the CFA’s restric-
tion on the use of carts kept Julius
Boros, among others, out of the tour-
nament. And he said that “I've felt for
some time that the USGA should hon-
or their past champions by allowing
them to play in the Cpen.

“But they have reasons for rules
that you can’f condemn or condone,”
he said.

Overall though, Casper couldn’t
have a more optimistic outlook on
golf — or life in general. You might
say he's found the fountain of youth.

“Just a couple of days ago, I was a
seasoned veteran. Now I'm a rookie,”
he said in reference to his recent 50th
hirthday — his ticket of entry to the
senior tour.

“There's a much more relaxed at-
mosphere here than on the regular
tour. All of us have grown up compet-
ing against each other. We all know
each other and can have a good time.”

As good as Casper is feeling, he's
likely to give Littler and other fa-
vored players some healthy competi-
tion.

Former Qakland Hills pro returns
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‘“The shot requirements around Qak-
land are very high. You have to hit 80
percent and up to get any kind of result
on this course.

“Right now my driving is probably
the best part of my game, and my put-
ting has been erratic. Here at Oakland
you have to do a good job on the greens,
because whatever else you may do
right will go for naught if yon can’t
putt.

“Hopefully I'l. maintain some sort of
stroke this week,” he said. “T usually do
better on faster greens than slower
greens.”

A REGULAR member of the Seniors
tour since its inception last year,
Souchak’s best performance was at the
1981 Atlantic City Senior International.
Souchak led through the third round,
but finished second to Don January.

Fans brave heat
to see senior pros

Continued from Page 1

A smiling Jerty Gerzykowski from Shelby Town-
ship was grateful for the opportunity to see some of

the older players.

“The younger golfers are always on TV,” said

Gerzykowski, ‘#ho golfs at Oakland
“These guys
ceptive, and that's really nice.”

Probably the most celebrated member of the gal-
lery was Al Watrous, OHCC's former pro of 37

rears.
“This is like a homecoming for me,” said the 82-

year-0ld, still an active golfer.
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So far this year Souchak has earned
$21,241 which leaves him in 18th place
among the regular tour members. Lit-
tler is top money winner with $108,350.

Souchak, who was 54 years old in
May. joined the professional golf tour
in 1952. As of last year, his career
earnings were $288,876.

Souchak’s golf career climaxed in
the early ’60s when be won the San Di-
ego Open and Flint's Buick Open (1960),
the Greensboro Open (1961) and the
Houston and Memphis opens (1964).

However, one of Souchak’s greatest
accomplishments came in the 1955

Texas AOpen. He carded a sensational
257 — including a round of 60 —~ which
is stil) an all-time scoring record.

SOUCHAK was the 1968 Michigan
PGA champion, and harnessed a num-
ber of other state titles while the club
pro at Oakland Hills.

Souchak is presently a consultant at
the exclusive Innisbrook Golf and
Country Club in Tarpon Springs, Fla.
Innisbrook includes 3% golf courses.

“Pve played more golf in the last 12
months than I have over the past 15
years,” said Souchak, a former football

player who from Duke Uni-
versity. “While I was (at Qakland Hills)
T only played in some of the lml tour-
naments.

“But, the last 12 months have been a
lot of fun, and I always get excited
about coming here,” he said. “It’s &
marvelous club. There’s not anybody in
the country that puts on a better tour-
nament than Oakland Hills.”

Souchak will tee off in the tourna-
ment's first round at 1:40 p.m. today
with Palmer and amateur William C.
Campbelt of Huntington, W.Va.

Mengert, who qualified for the tour-
pament last week at Franklin Hills
Country Club, will tee off at 12:48 p.m.
today. Southfield’s Tom Rex will begin
atg19am.

Oakland Hills Country Club amateur
Peter Smith will start at 8:44, Orchard
Lake's Bob Inman will start 11:29 am.
and former Southfield resident George
Bayer, who is the host pro at the De-
troit Country Club, tees off at 8:63 am.

Bicylists will go ba-
nanas over bicycling
when they participate in
2 fitness ride on Sunday,
sponsored by CKLW ra-
dio and Chiquita Interna-
tional.

Rides vary in length
from 52 miles to 20 miles
round trip. Bicyclists will
ride from various subur-
ban locations to Detroit's
Kern Block and back.

Entries for the all-day
event are available at
most local bicycling

University.

one-hour show live at the
Kern Block before the re-

turn home. .

@ SOUTHFIELD day at Bay

OPEN try Club in
The Chamber of Com- field.

companies challenge
each other at the South-
field Open Golf Day Fri-

sport shorts
@ BICYCLING for CKLW, will celebrate merce President's Tro-  Cost is $75 per person
EVENT his birthday by hosting 2 phy will be at stake when °F $30 for non-golfers

who wish to attend the
prime rib dinner and eve-
ning festivities.

Deadline for reserva-
tions is Thursday at 5
pm.

Pointe Coun-
West Bloom-

Register for amateur golf tourney

Registration deadline is today for the
third annual Michigan Junior Amateur
Championship on Aug. 24 and 25 at
Green Ridge Country Club in Grand
Rapids.

Junior boys and girls (under 18 years
of age) wnl.h handicaps of 12 and under

shops, in area super

kets or by calling the

Michigan Bicycling Fed-

eration at 547-0050.
Special guest Dick Pur-

tan, a Bloomfield Hills

resident and disc jockey
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The 310 entry fee is due by 5 p.m.
today at the Golf Association of Michi-
gan office, 21125 Northwestern High-
way, Southfield.
Several qualifying sites around Mich-
igan are slated for late July — Detroit

TOYS &

REST AND RELAXATION,
WITHA BACKYARD VACATION!

[ tofr2imcnTorear
il AND 8 FT. SLIDE

2y

PRICE

on July 20, Jackson on July 24, Flint on
July 20, Port Huron on July 20, Sagi-
naw on July 24, Grand Rapids on July
20 and Traverse City on July 17.

Sectional qualifying rounds will fea-
ture 18 holes of stroke play.

The championship rounds on Aug. 24,
which 128 players may enter, will be a
36-hole, shotgun event.

On Aug. 25, the 36 lowest scorers,
plus all players within 10 shots, will
square off in the 18-hole final round.

For more information, call 563-3400.
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