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preschool programs for
preschoolers as part of the district’s

Officials at-several area preschools
say the Farmington Public Schools
(FPS) are infringing on their rights and
their pocketbooks with the district’s
own preschool operations.

The FPS opened the Fairview Early
Childhood Center about four years ago.
Now, due to increasing earoliment, the
district plans to open Alameda Early
Childhood Center this fall, according to
Donald Howell, FPS director of com-
munity services and federal projects.

Both centers are located in Farming-
ton Hills and their
elementary schools which closed due to

Education program as well
as a separate Developmental Kinder-
garten program.

The district’s Head Start program,
which is entirely federally funded and
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At loft, (clockwise) Andrew
Briggs, Scoti Chapman and
Ron Kwasnlewicz get settled
near a Farmirigton Hills pond
and begin the task of rigging
thelr speed twoat,

60 Pages

. Twenty-five cents

1981 Seburban Commusication Corporatian. All Righis Reseesed

Public infringement on private enterprise?

Higld

“The parents pay for the whole pro-
gram. Tultion covers the costs of sal-
ary, supplies and some items of equip-
meat.”

“Preachool is part of the total com-
munity education program. Taxes belp
sapport all of the schoo! district pro-

grams, you can't separate it out, yet
they (taxes) only go for the preschool
building center buildings’ costs.”"

Some private nursery or preschool
officials are indifferent to the public
schools lower tuition rates, free de-
velopmental kindergarten classes, in-
creasing enroliment or their entrance
into a once private domain.

In fact, two former nursery school
owners are ready to join the staff at
Alameda next fall.

“We weren't too happy when Alame-
da moved in across the street, but now
we realize that the Farmington-Public
Schools have been good to us and we
are going to work for them in the fall,”
Bllly u, former co-owner of the
Early Childhood Nursery, said.

Please turn to Page 4A

Third man convicted
in kidnap conspiracy

By Mary Rodrique
staff writer

A painting contractor from Utah was
found guilty Friday of plotting to kid-
pap a Farmington ‘Hills couple last

June.

Insang (Heary) Kim, 81, of Salt Lake
City, was charged with conspiracy to
Kidnap Mijin Park, kidnapping ber bus-
Mmzl{hmﬂmmm

OFFERED the two mea, em-

KM
. ployees of his painting business, $4,500

and traveling expenses to help him kid-
nap the Parks and bold their two young
children for $40,000 ransom, according
to court testimony.

Kim was an acquaintance of Park’s
brother, Sung Park, of Salt Lake City.
He believed the Farmington Hills cou-
plz-,nmunduf.dﬁmmxo-

Kelley, who left in the Park’s station
wagon with Mr. Park, was arrested
just a block away from the home near
11 Mile and Middlebelt. Park was re-
leased unharmed.

Scoogan was arrested later that day
at the airport in Detroit.

Kim was arrested at the Denver air-
port while making a connecting flight
from Detroit to Salt Lake City. He was

of a firearm of a fel-

ony. .

Free on $200,000 bond, Kim could

face life imprisonment at his July 28
* sentencing before Oakland County Cir-
cuit Judge Frederick Ziem.

The three-week trial concluded pros-
ecutlon in the 13-montb-old case. Two
other Salt Lake City men were convict-
«ed of conspiracy charges last August.

The two, Gary Lee Kelley, 23, and
Ricky Scoogan, 20, testified against
Kim at his pretrial hearing last year,
pegging the Korean citizen as the plot
ringleader.

rea P to
be wealthy, according to testimony.
Kelley flew to De-
troit June 26, 1980, rented two cars at
the airport and drove to Fs
Hills where
Holiday Inn.
the Park home from a gas statlon at-
tendant.

The plan flopped the morning of
June 27 when Mrs. Park, accosted by
the gun-toting Kelley in her driveway,
broke away and ran inside her house to
call police.

President of state group

by the radiv Chapman is
holding. Above, the missien
is accompllshed and the
miniature speedracer is on
its way.

Patrol nabs offenders

Fifty-seven motorists were nabbed
for traffic violations on I-696 in Farm-
ington Hills over the July 4 holiday
weekend.

The YHickets were issued by Michigan
State Police working a special Com-

bined Accident Reduction Effort

(CARE) patrol.

CARE is a federally funded program
operating in 48 states to improve traf-
fic safety, specifically by reducing the
number of drunk drivers on the roads
and encouraging the use of safety belts.

Operating July 25, the Northville-
based State Police patrol made eight

arrests for drunk driving and wrote 320
citations. Besides Farmington Hills,
their target area included Livonia,
Novi, Plymouth, Canton and North-

ille.

No drunk driving arrests were made
in Farmington Hills.

. CARE was first established July 4,
1977, to beef up compliance to the 55
mph speed limit.

“The main efforts of CARE are to
%emove drunk drivers from the roads
and increase voluntary use of re-
straints in cars,” said Sgt. David Ford,
traffic services officer in Northville.

Half of all traffic fatalities involve

Resigns Birmingham post

Fire Chief hired

By Alice Colline liam Gearhardt has been serving as
statf writer acting fire chief during the interim.

Hills City Manager Lar-

Birmingham Assistant Fire Chief £y Savage sald Karon was selected

Larry Karon resigned this week to be-
come chief of the Farmington Hills

Fire Department.

Karon, & 19-year member of the Bir-
t, said be is “look-
ing forward to the challenges of a larg-
er department in a community that's
continuing to expand’” He assumes his

new duties on July 27.
. Karon will succeed former Farming-
+ ton Hills Fire Chief Thomas Johnson,
¢ who has resigned. Fire Marshal Wil-

from a fleld of 79 applicants. A final 15
of the applicants were screened orally
by a board set up through the Michigan
Municipal League. It consisted of two
area fire chiefes and the city manager
from a neighboring community.

The final two candidates were inter-
viewed by the city’s district chiefs.
Savage said this “was a very lengthy
but thorough process, and I am pleased
with the caliber of person who will be
coming to lead the fire department.”

alcohol, Ford said.

“The one thing common in all fatali-
ties is that victims don’t wear seat-
belts,” he added.

CARE is designed for holiday patrols
because estimales show a 40 percent
increase in traflic during those times,
Ford said. On some holidays, volume
on north-south mutes is double the nor-
mal traffic.

“We want to make CARE synony-
mous with safety on holiday week-
ends,” Ford said.

The campaign slogan is “Drive with
CARE." The patrols will be reinstated
for the Labor Day weekend.

to Hills last
July.

““This case cost us a bundle,” said De-
tective Sgt. Al Havner, of the Farming-
ton Hills police.

“A multitude of out-of-town witness-
es were called. There was a minimum
of overtime duty every day.”

. Havner also praised Assistant Oak-
1and County Prosecutor James Jordan.

“He stuck with the case all the way
and did a superb job,” Havner said.

Kim was represented by Southfield
attorney Jeffrey Lee.

He’s the chiefs’ chief

By Mary Rodrique
staff writer

For the first time ever, Farmington's
chief of police has been elected presi-
dent of the Michigan Association of
Chiefs of Police.

G. Robert Seifert was named presi-
dent on July 1 at the organization’s an-
nual conference at Boyne Highlands
near Harbor Springs.

More than 500 law enforcement éx-
ecutives attended the weekend semi-
nars, The 59-year-old organization has
a membership of more than 600 police
officials from Monroe near the Ohio
border to Menominee in the Upper

Peninsula.

“I'm honored because of the peer ac-
ceptance it represents,” said Seifert,
who joined the i force on

gurehead af various law enforcement
functions across Michigan.

“Bob is well respected by his col-
leagues,” said Tom Hendrickson,
MACP executive director, from his Ok-
emos office.

“When he talks, everyone listens. He
has a good historical feel for the agsoci-
atlon and an ability to translate words
into action.”

THE MACP IS represented in Lans-
ing by professional lobbyists pushing
its viewpoint on criminal justice mat-
ters. MACP also provides management
training seminars for law officers and
publishes a newsletter which updates
current laws and attorney general rul-

ings.
Selfert, formerly police chief in Gay-
lord, was chosen from a field of 130
i for the Farmis com-

G. Robert Seifert.

March 3, 1880.
“I'm interested in advancing and
ethics and

mand post job last year.
He has served on the MACP board of
he became a member of

e
* practices of police administration in
this state.”
As president, Seifert wiil be the
chairman of the group's board of direc-
tors meetings and act as ceremonial fi-

in the Hills

Birmingham is expected to appoint a
new assistant fire chief soon.

“My career with the Birmingham de-
partment has been very rewarding and
exciting,” said Karon this week. His re-
sponsibilities in Birmingham included
the development and launching of the
city's Advanced Life Emergency Medi-
cal Service (EMS), officially put into
operation in July 1979.

AS ASSISTANT chief in Birming-
ham, Karon was. the operations officer
of the department, serving under Fire
Chief Gary Whitener.

He has been responsible for the day-

to-day operations, personnel training,

EMS, coordination of the volunteer fire

squad activities and long-range devel-
department.

partment in 1962. He came up through
the ranks and was appointed assistant
chief in May 1979.

Farmington Hills has an 87-member
department — 11 full-time firefighters
and 76 who are on call and pald when
they are called to work. About 24 per-
cent of the fire companies throughout
the country are paid-call combination

the organization in 1976.

He is a member of the International
Association of Chiefs of Police, the
American Academy for Professional
Law Enforcement, the Southeast Mich-

igan of Chiefs of Police and
the South Oakland County Association
of Chiefs of Police.

Seifert also serves on the criminal
justice advisory boards at Michigan
State University and Lake Superior
State College.

Seifert's presidential term will ex-
pire on June 30, 1982.
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When help is needed,
————————
The Observer &
Eccentric classified

Y’ ads work!

Northwestern Guid—'
ance needed “Child |
Care Workers” and they !
received “...over 42 !
calls before 2:00 and

644-1070
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