Fuel bills claim 25%

of seniors’ income

The recently proposed price in-
creases in home heating fuel would
Pposé “an immediate and significant
hardship” on a large number of eld-
erly state residents, a University of
Michigan study indicates.

“Nearly one out of five elderly per-
sons surveyed already report they
are sacrificing food, medical care or
other necessities in order to pay
home heating bills,” according to
Richard L Douglass of the Institute
of Gemn(nlngy at the U-M.

“Currently, the poorest residents
mlerviewed are paying over 25 per-
cent of their income on fuel bills. If
the proposed price hike goes through,
many will be paying up to half their
income to heat their homes."

The findings are part of a 1980
Needs Assessment Survey conducted
for the Region VII Area Agency on
Aging, Bay City, Mich. Couglass, a
research scientist at the Institute,
‘was commissioned to analyze the col-
lected datea. Particia DeBiasi of the
Institute and Margaret Stewart and
Alice Whiting, graduate students in
the U-M School of Social Work, co-
authored the final report.

“Personal interviews were con-
ducted with a sample of 2,082 elderly
residents of 11 Bay City area coun-
ties in summer 1980. Half were be-
tween 60 and 70 years of age and half
were over 70. A quarter of the total
sample and two-thirds of those over
70 lived alone. The majority resided
in small towns or non farm rural
areas,” Douglass reports.

“Like most elderly populations,
they are not affluent. Forty two per-
cent of the sample had an income of
less than $6,000 in 1979 and 23 per-
cent had incomes under $4,300. Only
6 percent had incomes exceeding
$20,000. In geneﬂl the oldest were
also the

While the majamy of those inter-
viewed reported satisfactory nutri-
tional status, nearly 3 percent said
they did not have at least one hot
meal every day.

tal population of seme 90,000 elderly,

. based on the 1970 census, this indi-

cates an estimated 2,300 elderly in
Region VII do not receive adequate
meals,” Douglass says.

“The survey respondents also re-
ported higher levels fo chronic
illnesses - than would be expected
from national data, including
arthritis (61 percent), hypertension
(45 percent), and heart condition (29)
percent). Insufficient home heat
could impose further health prob-
lems,” he notes.

The majority of respondents
receive an annual physical examina-
tion and two-thirds indicate no prob-
lems in obtaining medical care.
Among the rest, the most frequently
mentioned obstacles are lack of mon-
ey and lack of transportation.

Eighty-five percent of those sur-
veyed live in single family homes.
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County lets scofflaws come clean

By Mike Scanlon
staff writer

They're not desperate criminals, yoti
there

The “Walk In-Walk Out Week,” as
it's being billed, allows people with out-
standing bench warrants resulting
from lalluxe to pay awards in divorces,

are 4,636 mainly divorced people with
a tendency to cower like whipped dogs
whenever a patrol car passes them.

Thelr problem is that they've kept
Qakland County waiting too long for
nearly $30 miillion in court-ordered,
overdue alimony and child-support
payments.

Oakland--County has government’s
version of a collection agency waiting
for these people — 4,636 arrest war-
rants.

LET BYGONES be bygones, the
county Friend of the Court has decided,
however.

At least from July 27 through July
3L

paternity suits or family-
support actions to drop by the Friend
of the Court without fear of arrest.

1f payback arrangements are
reached which the Friend of the Court
decides are satisfactory, the warrant
will be quashed. If no such arrange-
ment can be reached between the coun-
1y and the delinquent payers, as they're
called, they'll be free to go.

These are suspicious times, however,
and Kim S. Bateman knows it. Bate-
man, chief assistant for operations of
Friend of the Court, acknowledges that
some people will be hard-pressed to be-
lieve they will be allowed to walk away
scot-free if they can’t or won't pay.

“We have to see this guy tomorrow

and next week and next year and some-
times 10 and 15 years later,” Bateman
said. “We know he’s got a long mem-
ory.”

Bateman also said that a consider-
able number of those with pending
warrants probably don’t deserve to be
under that threat.

“We're getting a lot of people who
are borrowed out, flat out, and they're
laying low,” Bateman said. “We do this
(arrest-free consultations) anyway, but
we’re doing (the week) now because we
know there’s a lot of people out there
frightened” about the potential for ar-
rest if they seek county help.

In fact, however, long-term unem-
ployment or other reductions in income
are grounds to ask county courts for re-
ductions in monthly payments, Bate-
‘man said.

“We have to prod a lot of people into

Most of the homes were in satisfacts
ry physical condition with the excep-
tion of those belonging to the oldest
Pnd poorest respondents.

“Nearly two-thirds of the respon-
dents use natural or bottled gas for
home heating and the majority are
responsible for paying their own fuel
bills. The oldest and poorest "and
those who live on farms are the most
likely to depend on heating oil, and
thus have been the most immediately
affected by the recent rapid increas-
es in fue] prices,” Douglass says.

“Only one-third of the sample re-
port taking advantage of the Fuel
Rebate Homestead Tax Credit —
about half the number who are eligi-
ble for this benefit. Thus, the princi-
pal and most important recommen-
dation that emerges from this survey
is the need to strengthen the visibility
and availability of existing programs
and services.”

“In a time of scarce resources, it is
appropriate to direct services to the
elderly who are most vulnerable to
effects of poverty, illness and isola-
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« Change Transmission Fluid
» Adjust Bands*®
» Replace Filter*
* Replace Pan-Gasket
« Complete Road Test
* Where applicable

Note: This is a complete

transmission service, no
hidden exiras
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action. So we anticipate we'll have a lot
of people and say ‘Look, you've got
nghls Go out and do something about
it

Bateman said there's no way to know
how many of the 4,636 still live in the
Oakland County area.

‘THE 4,636 aren'’t alone, by the way.
Bateman said Friend of the Court han-
dled 6,000 child-related divorce cases
last year.

“We've hit a plateau in the filing of
divorces-a-year in the last three years.
It's not increasing geometrically any-
more,” Bateman said.

Some 4,097 bench warrants for over-
due Friend of the Court payments were
issued last year, Bateman said. At least
that many and perhaps as many 6,000
more warrants are expected this year,
he said.

SNOW

STARTS NEXT MONDAY JULY 27TH 10 AM SHARP. THE
GIGANTIC SUMMER IN-STORE WAREHQUSE STYLE SKI
AND SKIWEAR SALE AT ALL BAVARIAN VILLAGE SKI
SHOPS. SUMMER DOORBUSTER PRICES. ALL SHOPS
CLOSED THIS WEEK TO PREPARE FOR THE SALE. SEE
OUA FULL PAGE AD (N NEXT SUNDAY'S NEWS AND FREE
PRESS FOR SALE PRICES.

HERE’S ONE EXAMPLE
3 DAYS ONLY

NATIONWIDE WARRANTY
RELIABLE SERVICE SINCE 1

FARHINGTON THANSIIISSIOII
30400 Grand River — 474-1400
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POOL SWEEP
Sale %459

Complete SWIMMING PCOL
SERVICE »EQUIPMENT

-

50% OFF

ALL SKI wear
ALL 1980/81 JACKETS-BIBS-SWEATERS-PANTS-SUITS--
VESTS FOR MEN, WOMEN AND KIDS, ALL 50% OFF
MONDAY-TUES-WED ONLY.

OUR LARGEST SKIWEAR SALE EVER!
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When your event is catered
atthe Plaza,

Now you can join the Vic Tanny
Bloomfield Executive Health
& Racquet Club and get two
years of regular membership
* for the price of one! A great
way to enjoy all the facilities
we offer men and women
e afull seven days a week!

~ DAYS!

Offer expires
July 31st

Vic Tanny...the leader in its field!
~ Copied by many...duplicated by none.

Club offers you luxury fitness facilities like racquet-
ball courts, jogging track, olympic-size pool, pro-

gressive resistance exercise equipment and free
aerobic dance classes. Join the world's largest
health club chain now!
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Al the Detroit Plaza, we're ready to
cater every defail to make your eventa
success.including your guests’ parking!
Starting July 1, catered functions at the
Plaza are entitied to free parking indes-
ignated areas, every day of the week.
And, of course, the Plaza offers the at-
tention to detail that begins with free
parking and continues with offordable

WESTIN HOTF.LS

© Detroit Plaza

Renaissance Center

prices, efficient senvice, fine food and
more.Our professional catering staff wil
coordinate and handle all the details
for any size group. Call Eugen Walter,
our Director of Catering. at 568-8400.
to arrange free parking at your catered
function He's ready to help you planan
event that's special from the moment
your guests park their cars.

Vic Tanny...says it all!

4_

Men...

Vic Tanny Bloomfield
Executive Health & Racquet Club

.855-2300
6420 Telegraph Rd. at Maple Rd.

Women call now!




