Firm beliefs develop
into a fine tradition
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and Parma formed separate worship
groups and organized a Michigan year-
ly meeting of Friends of Human Prog-
ress.

A sizeable number of Livonia
Friends seceded to join the “progres-
sive” movement. Annually they con-
vened in Battle Creek for a Lyceum-
type forum, which lasted for a week.

Suffragettes, temperance leaders,
Free Soilers, peace activists, and aboli-

- tionists such as Frederick Douglass
particiapted in the gatherings, which
drew hundreds of persons outside the
Quaker fold..

In 1854, progressive Friends appoint-
ed members to visit and bring retief to
ex-slaves in Canada. In New York, pro-
gressive Friends advocated the vote
for women and sex education, when
such ideas were taboo. .

Jacob Walton and Abigail Lapham of
Livonia meeting served as clerks of the
Progressive Friends Meeting in 1854,
Jacob Volland, a German political ref-
ugee and Quaker farmer in Ann Arbor
Township, was corresponding secre-
tary in 1857.

BECAUSE OF THE secession of
Livonia Friends, Genesee yearly meet-
ing agreed to dissolve the Livonia

monthly meeting for business, and con-,

verted it into a worship group under
the care of Battle Creek meeting.

In 1848, all non-dissenting members
had their membership transferred to
the Battle Creek meeting and Pelham
half-years meeting in Canada. As the
turbulent 18508 ended, the schism
among Friends healed. During the

1860s, the meeting dwindled, and the
meetinghouse was sold to William Rob-
erts, a Livonia Quaker, who purchased
the farm of David Lapkam. |

Later the building which was used
for half-yearly meetings, drawing

‘Friends from Niagara, Elgin, and

Middlesex Counties in Ontario as well
as Michigan, was converted into a
dwelling with only minor alterations
involving the building of stairs to the
celar and an enlarged attic.

In the 1870s, younger members of
the Quaker families joined community
churches, )

In 1874, Petham half-years meeting
of Genesee yearly meeting convened at
Plymouth; and the older Friends kept
up meetings for worship on an irregu-
lar basis in their homes. Jared Lap-
ham, a liberal Quaker banker and mer-
chant, lived in Plymouth. :

The following families were promi-
nent ' in Livonia meeting: Dean, Cox,
Macy, DeGarmo, Angel, Aldrich, Mer-
ritt, Lapham, Walton, Glasier, Volland,
Deming, Hawxhurst, Stacy, Haviland,
Rathburn, Roberts, and Macomber.

Despite the theological distinctions,
all the Quakers in the area were buried
in the cemetery on Gill Road.

Should 12 persons in Farmington and
Livonia feel drawn to Quakerism
through worship and study, they could
re-establish one of the old meetings.

The Detroit meeting, 9640 Sorrento,
always welcomes seekers and new-
comers, and looks to the day when a
preparative meeting in Farmington or
Livonia will carry on the work so nobly
begun by the founders of these two
communities 140 years ago.
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Years ago, aimost all American homes
had charming ruffled curtains. But now
you can have something even better:
Curtains with Rulfles. By Norman's of
Salisbury. Design your own Curtains with |
Rufiles from 21-cozy ginghams and -
calicoes. Curtains with Ruifles. For people who love warmth and
simplicity, they're a charming idea whose time has come. Again.
ALWAYS 20% OFF CUSTOM DRAPERIES
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SAVE UP TO 75% DURING .
OUR FESTIVAL SIDEWALK SALE
Brand Name Merchandise

- JULY 23rd, 24th & 25th

HOURS: Thurs. & Frie. July 23 & 24: 9:30 am-9 pm
Saturday, July 25:4:30 am-5:30 pm

Greg Shoes of Farmington
25th Anniversary ‘

celebrating with Founders Festival s
25 years of service to the people of Farmington

As we remodel, come in and Save Big on ‘
all our Drastically Reduced summer merchandise!

Join with us to celebrate these great events!

13224 Grand River
Farmington

Orchard Mall

Farmington West Bloomfield

477-2343

Bel-Air Center Gfeg :

SHOES  851-5566  Sun. 12-5




