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On the Thames

Thursiay, Juty 73, 1081

A floating hotel heads from Windsor castle through British histoi'y‘

By Iris Sandorson Jones
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Here is wy Thames Wiver diary

SUNDAY: fn the dark evening, with
(he lights of the town refleeted gold
and white in Tong, glistemng, bands {rom
ther bridge, and abafts of gt banding;
U rom buats on the epposite
hank, duc ke wetgleaming, lines
down the T

Here un

the hite

wrought iron tables an (e sun deck

Actwel, the

silent. Dinner wis simple and clegant,
cooked by theee altractive young, wotn-
e, o asteep 0 helr forward cabin

soup, peefectly cooked Tamb chops,
eheese, strawherry paviova and ¢
Captain Bl Almond, depreeating
and charming, bat full of e history of
the river, has gone Lo bed, Young Andy,
from Arki iis throwangt darts in (e
diningroom-cum-loungs

MONDAY: At the end of the st
from our
the town of Windsor bends

only 4 few hundred e

monring,

aver the
r

praked roofs, mullioned
wdor fronts and ail. A low
stone wall fullows the river into lown,
where Windsor ises in pray and
glurious profile on .

Queen Victoria, imperiously dresied
in bronze, stands above the raar of tral-
fie at the corner of i St and
Castle $HL Her back 5 to the
and her is down Peaseol
where people in suils
and scruffies, move past 1)
storefronts.

‘The crowds thin now, hut they moved
in rivers moments ago, inside the fen-
ry VLI gate or up o the castle green,
where the changing of the guards has
just taken place.

At noon, we pull silently away from
our mooring, leaving Windsor castle
with its crencllated rooftops outlined
against the sky. One gliding moment
upriver and we arc hetween gra and-
trec banks, with picnickers under
striped umbrellas at bankside, other
river boats gliding distantly behind us
and only the deafening roar of a Con-
corde out of Heathrow to remind us of
the 20th century.

By mid-afternoon, we have passed
through Boveney Lock, Bray Lock and
Boulter’s Lock, each with a neat, red
brick lockkeeper's house and a glorious
lockside garden. Beyond Maidenhead,
we point through a widening river to
Clivedon Reach, where we will moor
below the handsome Italianate man-
sion owned by William Waldorf Astor
and willed fo the National Trust.

Stanford University runs Clivedon
now, and as we climb steeply uphill to
where the house sits on a plateau of
sculpted grass, we mect studenls arriv-
ing for a summer law course.

it's a small world, so I shouldn't be
surprised that two of them are Don
Frank from Southfield and Susan
Lierle from Grand Rapids.
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TUESDAY: The lock and canal to
Cookham bypass the natural bend in
the rlver, where a weir dams the wa-
ter, A weir is a small dam with water
rushing over or through sluices a few

4 feet high. _
o Weirs were built centuries ago to
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Our itinerary runs from one
to another - ot

st, midmorning coffee,
afternoon tea and dinner, ab)
gourmet meals  an-
«d on the chalkboard over the
ting har.
Julie and Sue are old hands from
New Zealand; Kati 1 new arrival
from the Cotswolds. All iree are at-
tractive young, women who can move
instantly, in a flurry of fying curls,
from the kitehen galley o’ Une rope
‘The deck and dogking, erew as
poud cobks.

We ugually tic up 100 yards further
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The Thames is a do-it-yoursell river,
and every landing is a now expericnce.
After the gangplank bridges the gap to
shore, Bill leads us to the Old Bell Inn,
said to be the oldest inn in England —
“of which there can't be more than
100, he says cheerfully.

By 10 p.m., back aboard, the misted
trecs make dark.shapes against the
gray sky, with identical reflections in
the steel-gray water. Only the gray-
white hulks of neighboring cruisers
break the blue-and-white look, while
late night ducks make V-shaped
streaks against the steel river.

WEDNESDAY: At 5 am., the sound
of raindrops oulside my porthole are
followed by the early morning launch-
ing of ducks. We go through Hurley
Lock early in the rain. Julie opens the
lock, Katie closes it as Sue handles the
ropes and the captain stecrs. The lock-
keepers have business hours but the
Thames is a 24-hour public waterway,
so any licensed boat person can open
and close the lock according to instruc-
tions on the side of the lock wheel, as
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There an island of calm, away fom the Tustle and bustle.
cekend just the way you wantit....

where you'll enjoy aw
at the Bristol Place.

For $48 per night (Canadian funds) enjoy 2 nights” deluxe
accommodation, with children under 18 sharing their parents”
ng weekend around our
indoor pool. Enjoy our siuma and health clab. Complimentary
admission to our nightspot, Dr. Livingstone's.

rootn at no extra cost. Spend a relax;

For the children there’s baby sitting

avatilable. -
Come in any 2 nights on a Fridi

Saaturday or Sunday. The parking’s Iree.

We have 24-hour room service, and

in-room movies for a nominal charge.
Your perfect weekend oasis. ...

the Bristol Place.
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